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Note: This slide deck does not contain the full-text of the notice inviting applications (NIA) for the FY 2024 SFIG Grant Competition. Before applying for a 
SFIG grant, interested applicants should thoroughly review the program’s NIA published in the Federal Register. The SFIG NIA and other FY 2024 SFIG 
competition related resources can be found here: https://oese.ed.gov/offices/office-of-discretionary-grants-support-services/charter-schools-
program/state-charter-school-facilities-incentive-grants/fy-2024-expanding-opportunity-through-quality-charter-schools-program-state-charter-school-
facilities-incentive-grant-sfig-program-competition/

https://usdedeop-my.sharepoint.com/personal/adrienne_hawkins_ed_gov/Documents/CSP/SFIG/Competition/FY%202024/NIA/FY%202024%20SFIG%20NIA.pdf
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Agenda

• Welcome and Charter Schools Program Overview
• State Facilities Incentive Grant Overview
• Cost Sharing/ Matching Requirement
• Competitive Preference Priority and Selection Criteria
• Pulling Together The Application
• Submitting The Application
• The Application Review Process
• Resources & Reminders
• Questions & Answers
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Meet the SFIG Program Team

 Anna Hinton, Ph.D., CSP Director
 Adrienne Hawkins, Supervisor
 Clifton Jones, Program Officer
 Thea Fowles, Program Officer

Email Contact: charter.facilities@ed.gov

mailto:charter.facilities@ed.gov
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Webinar Logistics

Session is listen-
only

Session will be 
recorded and 

posted

Use Q&A function 
for questions and 

comments

Email with follow-up 
questions

charter.facilities@ed.gov
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Answering Your Questions & Technical Assistance
● Today’s Q&A Process: We have budgeted time for Q&A at the end of each section. Submit your 

questions using the Zoom Q&A feature. Only submit questions relevant to the topics discussed.

● Competition Email Address: Due to time constraints, we may not answer all the questions 
submitted today. If your question is not addressed or you have a follow-up question, send it to 
Charter.facilities@ed.gov
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● Other Pre-Application Technical Assistance Webinars:

o Understanding the Cost-Sharing Requirement & Developing the Project Budget. 
June 5, 2024, from 2:00 to 3:30 p.m. ET

o Q&A Webinar Slide Deck - Posting TBD soon.

o Visit the CSP SFIG competition website (link) to register.

Competition Website 
QR Code

mailto:Charter.facilities@ed.gov
https://oese.ed.gov/offices/office-of-discretionary-grants-support-services/charter-schools-program/state-charter-school-facilities-incentive-grants/fy-2024-expanding-opportunity-through-quality-charter-schools-program-state-charter-school-facilities-incentive-grant-sfig-program-competition/
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IMPORTANT – Webinar Disclaimer
• This slide deck does not contain the full text of 

the FY 2024 CSP SFIG NIA published in the 
Federal Register on April 24, 2024. 

• Before applying for this grant, interested 
applicants should thoroughly review the—

• NIA (link)

• Application Package Instructions (link)

• CSP SFIG competition website (link)

• Applicants should not rely solely on today’s 
webinar for information and guidance on the 
NIA. Use the webinar as a resource in 
conjunction with the NIA.
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https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/04/24/2024-08731/applications-for-new-awards-expanding-opportunity-through-quality-charter-schools-program-csp-state
https://oese.ed.gov/files/2024/04/FY24-SFIG-Application-Instructions-Package-4.24.24.pdf
https://oese.ed.gov/offices/office-of-discretionary-grants-support-services/charter-schools-program/state-charter-school-facilities-incentive-grants/fy-2024-expanding-opportunity-through-quality-charter-schools-program-state-charter-school-facilities-incentive-grant-sfig-program-competition/
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Purpose of the Charter Schools Program
1. Improve the United States education system and education opportunities for all people in the United states by supporting 

innovation in public education in public school settings that prepare students to compete and contribute to the global economy and 
a stronger Nation; 

2. Provide financial assistance for the planning, program design, and initial implementation of charter schools; 

3. Increase the number of high-quality charter schools available to students across the United States; and 

4. Evaluate the impact of charter schools on student achievement, families, and communities, and share best practices between charter 
schools and other public schools;

5. Encourage States to provide support to charter schools for facilities financing in an amount more nearly commensurate to the 
amount States typically provide for traditional public schools; 

6. Expand opportunities for children with disabilities, English learners, and other traditionally underserved students to attend charter 
schools and meet the challenging State academic standards;

7. Support efforts to strengthen the charter school authorizing process to improve performance management, including transparency, 
oversight and monitoring (including financial audits), and evaluation of such schools; and 

8. Support quality, accountability, and transparency in the operational performance of all authorized public chartering agencies, 
including State educational agencies, local educational agencies, and other authorizing entities. 
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Source: Title IV, Part C of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA), (20 U.S.C. 7221-7221j) Part C-
Expanding Opportunities Through Quality Charter Schools. 

https://oese.ed.gov/files/2019/11/Statute-for-website.pdf
https://oese.ed.gov/files/2019/11/Statute-for-website.pdf
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Charter Schools Program Structure
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Charter School 
Replication and 

Expansion or CMO 
Grants 
84.282M

Developer Grants 
84.282B/E

National 
Dissemination 

Grants 
84.282T

Credit 
Enhancement for 
Charter School 
Facilities Grants 

84.354A

State Charter 
School Facilities 
Incentive Grants 

84.282D

State Entity Grants 
84.282A
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Key Definitions

• Authorized public chartering agency means a State educational agency, local educational 
agency, or other public entity that has the authority pursuant to State law and approved by 
the Secretary to authorize or approve a charter school.  (Section 4310(1) of the ESEA)

• Public means as applied to an agency, organization, or institution that the agency, 
organization, or institution is under the administrative supervision or control of a government 
other than the Federal Government.  (34 CFR 77.1)

• Per-pupil facilities aid program means a program in which a State makes payments, on a per-
pupil basis, to charter schools to provide the schools with financing—

(a)  That is dedicated solely to funding charter school facilities; or
(b)  A portion of which is dedicated for funding charter school facilities.  

• State means each of the 50 States, the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico, and each of the outlying areas. 

9



U.S. Department of Education, Office of Elementary and Secondary Education, Charter Schools Program

Key Definitions
Charter school means a public school that--

(a)  In accordance with a specific State statute authorizing the granting of charters 
to schools, is exempt from significant State or local rules that inhibit the flexible 
operation and management of public schools, but not from any rules relating to the 
other requirements in section 4310 of the ESEA;  
(b)  Is created by a developer as a public school, or is adapted by a developer from 
an existing public school, and is operated under public supervision and direction;
(c)  Operates in pursuit of a specific set of educational objectives determined by the 
school’s developer and agreed to by the authorized public chartering agency;
(d)  Provides a program of elementary or secondary education, or both;
(e)  Is nonsectarian in its programs, admissions policies, employment practices, and 
all other operations, and is not affiliated with a sectarian school or religious 
institution;
(f)  Does not charge tuition;
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Key Definitions
Charter school means a public school that--

(g)  Complies with the Age Discrimination Act of 1975 (42 U.S.C. 6101 et seq.), title 
VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 2000d et seq.), title IX of the Education 
Amendments of 1972 (20 U.S.C. 1681 et seq.), section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act 
of 1973 (29 U.S.C. 794), the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 12101 
et seq.), section 444 of the General Education Provisions Act (20 U.S.C. 1232g) 
(commonly referred to as the “Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974”), 
and part B of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (20 U.S.C. 1411 et seq.);
(h)  Is a school to which parents choose to send their children, and that--

(i)  Admits students on the basis of a lottery, consistent with section 4303(c)(3)(A) of the 
ESEA (20 U.S.C. 7221b(c)(3)(A)), if more students apply for admission than can be 
accommodated; or
(ii)  In the case of a school that has an affiliated charter school (such as a school that is part 
of the same network of schools), automatically enrolls students who are enrolled in the 
immediate prior grade level of the affiliated charter school and, for any additional student 
openings or student openings created through regular attrition in student enrollment in the 
affiliated charter school and the enrolling school, admits students on the basis of a lottery as 
described in paragraph (h)(i);
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Key Definitions
Charter school means a public school that--

(i)  Agrees to comply with the same Federal and State audit requirements as do other 
elementary schools and secondary schools in the State, unless such State audit 
requirements are waived by the State;
( j)  Meets all applicable Federal, State, and local health and safety requirements;
(k)  Operates in accordance with State law;
(l)  Has a written performance contract with the authorized public chartering agency in the 
State that includes a description of how student performance will be measured in charter 
schools pursuant to State assessments that are required of other schools and pursuant to 
any other assessments mutually agreeable to the authorized public chartering agency and 
the charter school; and
(m)  May serve students in early childhood education programs or postsecondary students.  

Note:  Pursuant to the definition of authorized public chartering agency in section 4310(1) 
of the ESEA, for a school to qualify as a charter school under section 4310(2)  and receive 
Federal CSP funds, the grantee must assure that each charter school served was authorized 
by an “authorized public charter agency” as defined in section 4310(1) of the ESEA. Section 
4310(1) of the ESEA defines an "authorized public charter agency" as "a State educational 
agency, local educational agency, or other public entity that has the authority pursuant to 
State law and approved by the Secretary to authorize or approve a charter school." 
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Highlights: What’s New This Year? 
ED Standard Form Updated

The ED Supplemental Information for 
the SF-424 form and instructions were 
updated. 

This form must be submitted as part 
of the application package.

13

Uniform Guidance Updated

• Revisions to the Uniform Guidance were 
published in the Federal Register (link) 
on April 22, 2024, and will go into effect 
on October 1, 2024. The revisions will 
apply to grantees for this year’s 
competition.

• For example, the threshold for 
determining whether items should be 
considered supplies or equipment has 
increased from $5,000 to $10,000 per 
article. Also, the indirect cost de minimis 
rate has increased from 10% to 15% of 
modified total direct costs.

Grants.gov Website Updated

• The Grants.gov website (link) has 
been updated since last year.

• You can learn more about 
Grants.gov’s updates and plans 
by visiting their website (link).

Grants.gov QR Code
Grants.gov Website QR 

Code

Abstract Narrative Form 
Updated

• Applicants must now identify the 
Assistance Listing Number 
(84.282D), and project type, in the 
abstract.

• An abstract must be submitted as 
part of the application package.

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/04/22/2024-07496/guidance-for-federal-financial-assistance
https://www.grants.gov/
https://grantsgovprod.wordpress.com/2023/10/17/experience-the-improved-grants-gov/
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SFIG Overview

14
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SFIG Program Purpose

The State Charter School Facilities Incentive Grants (SFIG) Program is 
a competitive grant program that provides federal funds to states to 
help them establish or improve charter school facilities aid 
programs.

The purpose of the SFIG Program is to encourage states to share in 
the costs of charter school facilities funding.

15
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Eligible SFIG Applicants ESEA Sec 4304 (k)(4)

Eligible Applicants: States. To be eligible to receive a grant, a State shall 
establish or enhance, and administer, a per-pupil facilities aid program for 
charter schools in the State, that—
(a) Is specified in State law; and
(b) Provides annual financing, on a per-pupil basis, for charter school 

facilities.

For a State to be eligible, the State’s program of annual per-pupil facilities 
funding must provide funds to charter schools on a formula basis (although, 
the formula does not have to provide a flat amount per child or reach every 
charter school). The per-pupil facilities aid must be dedicated solely or have 
a portion of which is dedicated solely for charter school facilities. 

16
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State Grants: Uses of Funds
95% of SFIG funds must be used to award subgrants and up to 5% percent may be used for 
administrative expenses that include: 

indirect costs,
evaluation, 
technical assistance, 
dissemination, 
personnel costs, and,
any other costs involved in administering the State's per-pupil facilities aid 
program. 

NOTE: This use of funds, as well as indirect costs and rates, must comply with EDGAR and the 
Office of Management and Budget Circular A-87. Consistent with the requirements in EDGAR 
any charter school subgrantees that use grant funds for construction activities may not be 
reimbursed for indirect costs for those activities. 

17
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Eligible SFIG - Subgrant Applicants

Eligible Subgrant Applicant: Charter schools benefiting from SFIG funds must 
meet the definition of charter school as defined in section 4310(2) of the 
ESEA. This definition of a “charter school,” requires that a school be a public 
school operated under public supervision and direction.

Under section 4310(1) of the ESEA, for a school to qualify as a charter school 
under this definition and receive Federal CSP funds, the grantee must assure 
that each charter school served was authorized by an “authorized public 
charter agency” as defined in section 4310(1) of the ESEA.

18
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Subgrants: Uses of Funds
o Charter school subgrantees that receive grant funds must use the funds for facilities. 

Allowable expenditures include: 

Rent. 
Purchase of building or land. 
Construction. 
Renovation of an existing school facility. 
Leasehold improvements. 
Debt service on a school facility. 

o Charter schools may not use these grant funds for purchasing land when they have no 
immediate plans to construct a building on that land. 

o Charter school subgrantees may use grant funds for administrative costs that are 
necessary and reasonable for the proper and efficient performance and administration of 
this Federal grant. 

19

34 CFR 226.21
Link

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-34/section-226.21
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Other Eligibility Considerations
A State that is required under State law to provide charter schools with 
access to adequate facility space, but that does not have a per-pupil facilities 
aid program for charter schools specified in State law, is eligible to receive a 
grant under this program if the State agrees to use the funds to develop a 
per-pupil facilities aid program consistent with the requirements in this 
notice inviting applications.
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Other Assurance Considerations

Each subgrantee or charter school selected to benefit from this program 
must assure the grantee that is has not relinquished full or substantial 
control of the charter school to a for-profit management organization (also 
referred to as an education management organization) or other for-profit 
entity; and each charter school must assure the grantee that it is fiscally 
responsible and transparent, particularly with respect to contractual 
relationships with for-profit management organizations. 

To fulfill this requirement, in selecting each charter school that it will serve 
under the State Incentive program, the grantee must obtain an assurance 
from the school that it meets each of the components of the definition of 
“charter school” in section 4310(2) of the ESEA).
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Competition At a Glance

Competition Basics
• Type of Award: Discretionary

• Estimated Number of Awards: 1-3

• Estimated Available Funds: $30,000,000

• Estimated Range of Awards: $1,000,000 to 
$10,000,000

• Estimated Average Size of Awards: $10,00,000

• Project Period: Up to 60 months (not more than five 
years)
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Application Deadline

July 23, 2024, at 11:59:59 p.m. ET

Both the date and time are critical!

TECHNICAL SUPPORT: 
Grants.gov Support Center (link) is 
available 24/7 but not on federal holidays. 
You are strongly encouraged to submit 
early! You can resubmit your application 
at any point until the closing date and 
time. ED will review the most recent 
submitted application.

Grants.gov  Support 
QR Code

https://www.grants.gov/support.html


U.S. Department of Education, Office of Elementary and Secondary Education, Charter Schools Program

Cost-Sharing/Match 
Requirement & 

Other Requirements
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Cost Sharing or Match Requirement
Breakdown of Match Requirement:
A State must provide a State share of the total cost of the project.  The minimum State share of 
the total cost of the project increases each year of the grant, from: 

 10 percent in the first year
 20 percent in the second year
 40 percent in the third year
 60 percent in the fourth year
 80 percent in the fifth year. 

Options for Securing the Match:
A State may partner with one or more organizations, and such organizations may provide up to 
50 percent of the State share of the cost of establishing or enhancing, and administering, the 
per-pupil facilities aid program.

Deadline for Demonstrating Match:
Applicants that are provisionally selected to receive grants will not receive grant funds unless 
they demonstrate, by September 1, 2024, that they are, or will be able to, provide the State share 
required under this program. 
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Supplement-Not-Supplant
Program funds must be used to supplement, and not supplant, State and local 
public funds expended to provide per-pupil facilities aid programs, operations 
financing programs, or other programs, for charter schools.  

Federal funds provided under this program, as well as the matching funds provided 
by the grantee, must be in addition to the State and local funds that would 
otherwise be used for this purpose in the absence of this Federal program.  

 The Department generally considers that State and local funds would be 
available for this purpose at least in the amount of the funds that were available 
in the preceding year and that the Federal funds and matching funds under this 
program would supplement that amount.
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Indirect Cost Rate Information
This program uses a restricted indirect cost rate.  

For more information regarding indirect costs, or to obtain a negotiated indirect 
cost rate, please see Indirect Cost Division webpage (link)

Please send any questions concerning indirect costs to the following mailbox: 
IndirectCostDivision@ed.gov

26

https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocfo/fipao/icgindex.html
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Open Licensing Requirements

Unless an exception applies, if you are awarded a 
grant under this competition, you will be required to 
openly license to the public grant deliverables created 
in whole, or in part, with Department grant funds.

Open licensing—
o Promotes efficient dissemination of grant-funded 

works; and

o Promotes innovation through creative re-use of grant-
funded works. Rule QR Code
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Build America, Buy America Act
o The SFIG program and subgrantees are subject to the 

Build America, Buy America Act domestic sourcing 
requirements. 

o Grantee, subgrantees, and contractors may not use 
their grant funds for infrastructure projects or activities 
unless—
o (a) All iron and steel used in the infrastructure project or 

activity are produced in the United States;
o (b) All manufactured products used in the infrastructure 

project or activity are produced in the United States; and
o (c) All construction materials are manufactured in the United 

States.

o Grantees may request waivers to these requirements by 
submitting a Build America, Buy America Act Waiver 
Request Form. For more information, including a link to 
the Waiver Request Form, see the Department's Build 
America Buy America Waiver (link).

28

https://www.hud.gov/sites/dfiles/GC/documents/Build%20America,%20Buy%20America%20Act%20Provisions.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/fund/guid/buy-america/index.html


U.S. Department of Education, Office of Elementary and Secondary Education, Charter Schools Program

Question and Answer
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Competitive Preference Priority 
&

Selection Criteria
REMEMBER: 

Review the NIA for a complete description of the competition priorities, 
selection criteria, application requirements, assurances, and definitions.
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Competitive Preference Priority and Selection Criteria

31

Competitive Preference Priority (CPP) [Optional] POINTS

CPP – Applicants that have not previously received a grant under the 
program.

10

Subtotal 10

Selection Criteria for ALN 84.282D [Required]

a. Need for Facility Funding 30

b. Quality of Plan 40

c. The Grant Project Team 10

d. The Budget 10

e. State Experience 10

Subtotal 100

TOTAL 110
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Competitive Preference Priority – 10 Points

32

The Secretary seeks to make grant opportunities more accessible for novice 
applicants to encourage States to establish and enhance or administer a 
per-pupil facilities aid program for charter schools. 

For FY 2024 and any subsequent year in which we make awards from the 
list of unfunded applications from this competition, we award an additional 
10 points to those applicants that meet this priority. 

This Competitive Preference Priority (CPP) is:  Applicants that have not 
previously received a grant under the program.
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 Need for Facility Funding – 30 points

1) The need for per-pupil charter school facility funding in the State. 

2) The extent to which the proposal meets the need to fund charter school 
facilities on a per-pupil basis.

33

SFIG SELECTION CRITERIA
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 Quality of Plan – 40 points
1) The likelihood that the proposed grant project will result in the State either retaining a 

new per-pupil facilities aid program or continuing to enhance such a program without 
the total amount of assistance (State and Federal) declining over a five-year period. 

2) The flexibility charter schools have in their use of facility funds for the various authorized 
purposes. 

3) The quality of the plan for identifying charter schools and determining their eligibility to 
receive funds. 

4) The per-pupil facilities aid formula's ability to target resources to charter schools with 
the greatest need and the highest proportions of students in poverty. 

5) For projects that plan to reserve funds for evaluation, the quality of the applicant's plan 
to use grant funds for this purpose. 

6) For projects that plan to reserve funds for technical assistance, dissemination, or 
personnel, the quality of the applicant's plan to use grant funds for these purposes. 

34

SFIG SELECTION CRITERIA
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 The Grant Project Team – 10 points

1) The qualifications, including relevant training and experience, of the project 
manager and other members of the grant project team, including 
employees not paid with grant funds, consultants, and subcontractors. 

2) The adequacy and appropriateness of the applicant's staffing plan for the 
grant project. 

35

SFIG SELECTION CRITERIA (CONTINUED)
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SFIG SELECTION CRITERIA (CONTINUED)

1) The extent to which the requested grant amount and the project costs are 
reasonable in relation to the objectives, design, and potential significance 
of the proposed grant project. 

2) The extent to which the costs are reasonable in relation to the number of 
students served and to the anticipated results and benefits. 

3) The extent to which the non-Federal share exceeds the minimum 
percentages (which are based on the percentages under section 
4304(k)(2)(C) of the ESEA), particularly in the initial years of the program. 

 The Budget – 10 points
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SFIG SELECTION CRITERIA (CONTINUED)

 State Experience – 10 points

1) The experience of the State in addressing the facility needs of charter schools 
through various means, including providing per-pupil aid and access to State 
loan or bonding pools. 
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Performance Measures

• Government Performance and Results Act (GPRA) Measure
The ratio of funds leveraged by States for charter school 
facilities to funds awarded by the Department under the 
program.  

• Project-Specific Performance Measures  
Applicants must propose project-specific performance 
measures and performance targets consistent with the 
objectives of the project and program. 
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Performance Measures: Additional Notes & Resources
• All grantees must submit an annual performance report with 

information that is responsive to these performance measures. If 
you will be unable to report on a measure annually, it should not be 
identified as a project-specific performance measure.

• For technical assistance in developing effective performance 
measures, applicants are encouraged to review information 
provided by the Department's Regional Educational Laboratories 
(RELs) and the pre-application webinar on logic models and SMART 
performance measures.
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Question and Answer

40
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Pulling Together The Application

41
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Critical Documents and Resources At a Glance

Notice Inviting 
Applications (link)

Application Package 
Instructions (link)

SFIG Competition 
Website (link)

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/04/24/2024-08731/applications-for-new-awards-expanding-opportunity-through-quality-charter-schools-program-csp-state
https://oese.ed.gov/files/2024/04/FY24-SFIG-Application-Instructions-Package-4.24.24.pdf
https://oese.ed.gov/offices/office-of-discretionary-grants-support-services/charter-schools-program/state-charter-school-facilities-incentive-grants/fy-2024-expanding-opportunity-through-quality-charter-schools-program-state-charter-school-facilities-incentive-grant-sfig-program-competition/
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Application Package Components & Required Forms for SFIG
Preliminary Documents 

 Application for Federal Assistance (form SF 424) 

 ED Supplemental Information for SF 424 

Budget Information 

 ED Budget Information Non-Construction Programs (ED Form 
524) 

ED Abstract Form 

 Project Abstract 

Project Narrative Attachment Form 

 Application Narrative 

1. Table of Contents 

2. Responses to Competitive Preference Priorities (if 
applicable) 

3. Responses to the Selection Criteria 

Budget Narrative Attachment Form 

 Budget Narrative 
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Other Attachments Form 

 Enabling Statutes and Other Relevant Legislation (if applicable) 

 Table 1 – Charter School Aid Paid by State (OMB Form 1855-0012) 

 Table 2 – Budget Form: Grant Funds Expenditures (OMB Form 1855-0012) 

 Table 3 – Grant funds as a Percentage of the Cost of Per-Pupil Facilities Aid (OMB Form 
1855-0012) 

 Individual Resumes/Curriculum Vitae for Project Directors & Key Personnel 

 Program-Specific Assurances (Matching Requirement) 

Assurances and Certifications 

 Assurances for Non-Construction Programs (SF 424B Form) 

 Disclosure of Lobbying Activities (Standard Form LLL) 

 Grants.gov Lobbying Form 

 General Education Provisions Act (GEPA) Requirements – Section 427 (ED GEPA427 form) 

Intergovernmental Review (Executive Order 12372) 

 State Single Point of Contact (SPOC) List 

http://www2.ed.gov/fund/grant/apply/appforms/appforms.html

http://www2.ed.gov/fund/grant/apply/appforms/appforms.html
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Application SF -424
• 8c – Organizational UEI. This must be the same UEI 

number used when you registered in Grants.gov.

• 16a-b – Congressional Districts. Enter the district 
the applicant organization is located in and the 
district in which activities will occur.

• 17a-b – Proposed Project Start and End Dates. 
The start date is October 1, 2024. You may request 
funding for up to 60 months (five years), so the end
date (September 30, 2029) should reflect the total
number of years requested.

• 18 – Estimated Funding ($). This should only reflect 
the amount requested for the first project year, i.e., 
October 1, 2024, to September 30, 2025.

• 19 – Executive Order 12372. This program is 
subject to the Executive Order.
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Abstract and Project Narrative Forms
Abstract Narrative Form
• Include the name and address of the organization.

• Include the name, phone number, and email address of the 
contact person for the project.

• Should not exceed one double-spaced page.

• Should include a concise description of the following 
information:

• Project objectives and activities;

• Applicable priorities;

• Proposed project outcomes; and

• Location of the proposed site(s).

Project Narrative Form
• To facilitate the review of the application, please organize 

your Project Narrative in the following order and include a 
one-page, double-spaced Table of Contents:

1. Table of Contents

2. Competitive Preference Priority (optional)

3. Selection Criteria

4. Application Requirements

• The recommended page limit for the Project Narrative is 50 
double-spaced pages. The Table of Contents and any 
attachments (i.e., supporting documentation) do not count 
against the recommended page limit.
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ED Abstract Narrative Form Tips
• Include the official name and address of the organization.

• Include the name, phone number, and email address of the contact person for 

project.

• Include the project title (if applicable), goals, expected outcomes, and 

contributions for research, policy, practice.

• Address how your application meets the purpose of the SFIG Program as 

stated in the Notice Inviting Applications for New Awards.

• Should not exceed one page, however, a project abstract of more than one 

page may be uploaded.

• Should use language that can be easily understood by a range of audiences.
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ED 524 (Budget Form)
• Section A (pictured) is required; complete all the 

years for which funds are requested (up to five years).

• Funds requested must match the detailed Budget 
Narrative. Check your math!

• If you have an approved Indirect Cost Rate, provide the 
details in the Budget Narrative and at the bottom of 
this form. Also, the de minimis rate of MTDC has 
increased from 10% to 15%.

• Construction is an allowable cost.

• The Training Stipends line item is not applicable. Salary 
stipends paid to staff for participating in professional 
development should be reported in Personnel.

• Section B should be completed because this program 
does require a match.
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• Section B of the ED 524 form 
is required; complete all years 
for which funds are requested 
(up to 5 years).

• Funds requested should match 
the detailed budget narrative 
required in another segment 
of the application.

48

ED 524 (Cost-Sharing Budget Form)
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What is a Budget Narrative?
 An itemized budget in narrative/descriptive form, broken down by project 

year, for each budget category listed in Section A and B of the ED 524 form.
 The budget narrative must describe the budget activities during all years of 

your grant 
 Should not include an assumption of a no-cost extension. 

Budget Resources:
• 2 CFR Part 200 (previously OMB Circular A-87 (State) and A-122 (non-profit)) 

Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit 
Requirements for Federal Awards (link) 

• Funding Restrictions outlined in the NIA
• Uses of Subgrant Funds outlined in the NIA
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https://www2.ed.gov/policy/fund/guid/uniform-guidance/index.html
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Allowable Cost Framework

Is it necessary 
to complete 
the project?

Is it reasonable?

●Costs that 
would be 
incurred by 
any prudent 
person (2 CFR 
200.404)

Is it allocable?

●Expended for 
a particular 
purpose or 
time period 
that benefits 
the grant (2 
CFR 200.405)

Is it allowable?

● Either 
permitted or 
not 
specifically 
prohibited 
and necessary 
for project 
success (2 CFR 
200.403)

IMPORTANT: A proposed cost must be necessary, reasonable, allocable, and
allowable in accordance with the Federal cost principles to be included in the budget. 

NIA QR Code
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Align Budget Narrative & ED 524 Form

51

Application Narrative

- Abstract Narrative Form

- Budget Narrative Form

- Project Narrative Form

Aligning your budget in these 
categories will help with monitoring 
of your grant down the line!
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Other Attachment File(s)
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Other Attachment File(s)

53

Enabling Statutes and Other Relevant Legislation (if applicable)

Table 1 – Charter School Aid Paid by State (OMB Form 1855-0012)

Table 2 – Budget Form: Grant Funds Expenditures (OMB Form 1855-0012)

Table 3 – Grant funds as a Percentage of the Cost of Per-Pupil Facilities Aid (OMB Form 1855-0012)

Individual Resumes/Curriculum Vitae for Project Directors & Key Personnel

Program-Specific Assurances (Matching Requirement)

Appendices
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Other Attachment File(s) – Table 1
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Other Attachment File(s) – Table 2
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Other Attachment File(s) – Table 3
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Other Attachment File(s) – Program Specific Assurance
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Other Attachments/Appendices
• Applicants should attach all appendices to the Other Attachments Form.

• For each appendix, applicants must attach any attachment of your application file in either 
.pdf (Portable Document Format) or Microsoft Word. See the application package 
instructions for additional guidance.

• Label each file with the Appendix name (e.g., Appendix A Resumes) and upload the file to the 
Other Attachments Form.

• The Other Attachments Form can support up to ten attachments; therefore, please merge 
appendices into one document as necessary. Please review the application package for 
details on each of these. 
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Special characters could impact your ability to submit 
because grants.gov does not properly process special 
characters. Therefore, please use do not use colons and 
backslashes when naming your documents. 
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Funding Considerations

Successful applicants’ project 
performance period will start on 

October 1, 2024. 

Applicants should use the budget 
period of the grant (i.e., October 1 to 
September 30), not your fiscal year. 

START

Grants awarded may be for a 
period of not more than 60 

months (five years). 

Grantees must attend an 
annual Project Directors’ 

Meeting. 

Applicants are encouraged to 
include the cost of attending 
this annual meeting in your 

proposed budgets.



U.S. Department of Education, Office of Elementary and Secondary Education, Charter Schools Program

Writing Competitive Grant Applications
• Use this link to launch the Writing Competitive Grant Applications 

training course. (link)

• Course Description: This 60-minute course helps to prepare you to write 
competitive applications for the U.S. Department of Education by 
providing an overview of the Federal grants process.

• Course Objectives:
• After completing this course, you should be able to:
• Describe the Federal grants process
• Establish realistic, but ambitious goals for a Federally-funded project
• Identify and locate resources to gather data
• Produce an outline for a comprehensive application narrative
• Identify costs and develop a budget
• Submit a complete and on time application for a Federal grant
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Submitting The Application
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Electronic Submission Requirement

Applications for grants under this program must be 
submitted electronically, unless you qualify for an 

exception to this requirement in accordance with the 
instructions in the Notice.
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Application Instruction Reminders

Due Date and Time: July 23, 2024, at 11:59:59

Program Contact Information

Recommended Page Limits and Formatting

Allowable File Types

Mandatory or Optional Electronic Submission

Exemptions to Mandatory Electronic Submission

System for Submitting
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Grants.gov

An external 
application 
system used 
throughout the 
Federal 
government

Register and 
Submit Early!
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Registration Process

1. Register with SAM to obtain your UEI (Unique Entity Identifier)
2. Set up your Authorized Organization Representative (AOR) profile
3. Get authorized as an AOR by your organization’s e-Biz POC
4. Track your AOR status
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Important Reminder
• The complete Grants.gov registration 

process takes up to 4 weeks to complete.

• You do not have to register with 
Grants.gov if you only want to find grant 
opportunities or to download application 
packages – but you MUST register to 
SUBMIT!
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Important Reminders for Applicants

o SAM.gov registration

o Deadline for transmittal of applications:   July 23, 2024
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Other Tips

• Review “Grants.gov Submission Procedures 
and Tips for Applicants” in the application 
package.

• Applicant must download the correct 
version of Adobe in order to read any 
Grants.gov application packages.

• In Adobe, applicants must move all 
mandatory forms from left to right, in order 
to open each form.

• Once the form is on the right side, applicant 
can complete and SAVE each form; while in 
process, the application package is saved 
offline.

• Press the final SAVE & SUBMIT button 
before the final submission of the 
application.

• Once you download the application, 
multiple people can work on it, and you 
work offline.

• Save often.

• Include both forms and attachments.

• Submit all documents as PDF files.

• Once the application is complete, the “save 
and submit” button becomes active.
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Application Submission

Successful Submission

1. Applicants should receive a 
confirmation email with a time 
and date stamp and an assigned 
tracking number from Grants.gov

2. Applicants should receive a 
validation email from Grants.gov. 
This means the application is 
ready for Department pickup

3. Applicant should receive an email 
with their assigned PR Award # 
(S282D24XXXX)

Unsuccessful Submission

1. Applicants should receive a 
confirmation email with a time 
and date stamp and an assigned 
tracking number from Grants.gov

2. If the application is received after 
11:59:59 p.m. ET on July 23, 2024, 
or validation is not successful, 
applicant should receive an error 
email

3. Email may list the error, or 
applicant can use their tracking 
number to find the submission 
error
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Tracking Your Submission

1. Verify Submission is on time and 
validated successfully

2. To check, log in to Grants.gov and 
click on the Track My Application 
link

3. Date/time received should be earlier 
than 11:59:59 p.m. on July 23, 2024

4. Application status should be 
“Validated”

5. Do not rely solely on email to 
confirm whether your application 
has been received on time and 
validated successfully.
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Submission Tips

Save a copy of your application.

We may request original signatures on forms at a later date.

Applications cannot be “unsubmitted”.

Users may resubmit their application at any point up until the 
closing date and time; we review the most recent submission 
before the due date and time.
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Grants.gov Availability
o If you are experiencing problems submitting your application 

through Grants.gov, please contact the Grants.gov Support Desk 
at 800-518-4726. You must obtain a Grants.gov Support Desk 
Case Number and must keep a record of it.

o If you are prevented from electronically submitting your 
application on the application deadline date because of 
technical problems with the Grants.gov system, we will grant you 
an extension until 11:59:59 p.m. ET, the following day to enable 
you to transmit your application electronically, by hand delivery, 
or through the mail following the instructions in the Notice.
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TIP: Take a few minutes today to make 
sure your organization has an active 
Grants.gov account.
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Application Review Process
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Application Review Process #1

Eligibility Review

Peer Review

Rank Order

Award Notification
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Applicable Statutory and Regulatory Requirements
• The Education Department General Administrative Regulations in 34 CFR parts 75, 76, 77, 79, 81, 82, 84, 97, 98, 

and 99 (link).

• The Office of Management and Budget Guidelines to Agencies on Governmentwide Debarment and 
Suspension (Nonprocurement) in 2 CFR part 180, as adopted and amended as regulations of the Department 
in 2 CFR part 3485 (link).

• The Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards in 2 
CFR part 200, as adopted and amended as regulations of the Department in 2 CFR part 3474 (link).

• Title IV, Part C of the ESEA (20 U.S.C. 7221-7221j) (link).

https://www2.ed.gov/policy/fund/reg/edgarReg/edgar.html
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/subtitle-B/chapter-XXXIV/part-3485
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/subtitle-B/chapter-XXXIV/part-3474
https://www.ed.gov/esea
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Resources and Reminders
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Resources
Federal Register NIA

34 CFR 226 —State Charter School 

Facilities Incentive Program Regulations

The Elementary and Secondary 

Education Act of 1965, as amended by 

the Every Student Succeeds Act of 2015 

(ESSA) (20 U.S.C. 7221c)

Uniform Guidance:

• Subpart D – Post Federal Award 

Requirements

• Subpart E – Cost Principles

• Subpart F – Audit Requirements

• Title 2 CFR Part 3474

• Part 180: OMB Guidelines for Debarment 

and Suspension

• Part 3484: Non procurement Debarment and 

Suspension
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https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/04/24/2024-08731/applications-for-new-awards-expanding-opportunity-through-quality-charter-schools-program-csp-state
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-34/subtitle-B/chapter-II/part-226/subpart-C/section-226.22
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-34/subtitle-B/chapter-II/part-226/subpart-C/section-226.22
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=20+U.S.C.+7221c&f=treesort&fq=true&num=1&hl=true&edition=prelim&granuleId=USC-prelim-title20-section7221c
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=20+U.S.C.+7221c&f=treesort&fq=true&num=1&hl=true&edition=prelim&granuleId=USC-prelim-title20-section7221c
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=20+U.S.C.+7221c&f=treesort&fq=true&num=1&hl=true&edition=prelim&granuleId=USC-prelim-title20-section7221c
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=20+U.S.C.+7221c&f=treesort&fq=true&num=1&hl=true&edition=prelim&granuleId=USC-prelim-title20-section7221c
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=99fd99f1524d6f805dba18f3a668f463&mc=true&node=pt2.1.200&rgn=div5#sp2.1.200.d
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=99fd99f1524d6f805dba18f3a668f463&mc=true&node=pt2.1.200&rgn=div5#sp2.1.200.d
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=99fd99f1524d6f805dba18f3a668f463&mc=true&node=pt2.1.200&rgn=div5#sp2.1.200.e
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=99fd99f1524d6f805dba18f3a668f463&mc=true&node=pt2.1.200&rgn=div5#sp2.1.200.f
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=be24d843a89f91b635618eb7a061c560&node=pt2.1.3474&rgn=div5
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=873ca4f329bb04dea67175bc0c68b8a8&node=pt2.1.180&rgn=div5
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=873ca4f329bb04dea67175bc0c68b8a8&node=pt2.1.180&rgn=div5
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=873ca4f329bb04dea67175bc0c68b8a8&node=pt2.1.3485&rgn=div5
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=873ca4f329bb04dea67175bc0c68b8a8&node=pt2.1.3485&rgn=div5
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Additional 
Notes
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Important Reminders for Applicants
 Review the NIA (link), Application Package Instructions (link), and CSP SFIG competition website 

(link).

 Notice of Intent to Apply (optional): We strongly encourage potential applicants to notify us of 
their intent to apply. Email Charter.Facilities@ed.gov with the subject line “Intent to Apply,” and 
include the applicant’s name, a contact person’s name and email address, and identify whether you 
are applying under Assistance Listing Number 84.282D. 

 Registrations (required): Register on SAM.gov (link) and Grants.gov (link) immediately to ensure 
you can submit an application by the closing date.

 Technical Assistance: Utilize CSP’s technical assistance webinars and other resources (link).

 CLOSING DATE!!! The deadline for the transmittal of applications is 11:59:59 p.m. ET on July 
23, 2024.
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https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/04/24/2024-08731/applications-for-new-awards-expanding-opportunity-through-quality-charter-schools-program-csp-state
https://oese.ed.gov/files/2024/04/FY24-SFIG-Application-Instructions-Package-4.24.24.pdf
https://oese.ed.gov/offices/office-of-discretionary-grants-support-services/charter-schools-program/state-charter-school-facilities-incentive-grants/fy-2024-expanding-opportunity-through-quality-charter-schools-program-state-charter-school-facilities-incentive-grant-sfig-program-competition/
https://sam.gov/content/home
https://www.grants.gov/
https://oese.ed.gov/offices/office-of-discretionary-grants-support-services/charter-schools-program/state-charter-school-facilities-incentive-grants/fy-2024-expanding-opportunity-through-quality-charter-schools-program-state-charter-school-facilities-incentive-grant-sfig-program-competition/
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Award Notices

• If your application is successful, we 
will notify your U.S. Representative 
and U.S. Senators and send you a 
Grant Award Notification (GAN). We 
may also notify you informally, as 
well.

• If your application is not evaluated or 
not selected for funding, we will 
notify you via USPS mail.
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Question and Answer
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THANK 
YOU!
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