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Project 2E-ASD is a recently funded grant from the U.S. Department of Education under the Javits program to study academically successful 
students with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) as they transition to college.  As a part of the first year of the grant, three studies of successful 
college students with ASD were conducted and serve as the basis of this presentation. 
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Davits story 
Call from a professor colleague at a school of education
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Study 1 was a national online survey of professional staff who work in disability service offices at college/universities. The purpose of this study 
was to investigate the academic and social experiences of successful college students with ASD, as the majority of the research with  this group 
focuses on descriptions of the challenges they face (Gelbar et al., 2014).  Recruitment materials were sent to two sources:  1) an e-mail list of 92 
staff that work at college programs that are specifically designed to support individuals with ASD and 2) an e-mail list of 1880 college disability 
service personnel that have attended the preeminent conference for this discipline. 
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40 students with ASD at competitive colleges in the United States were interviewed. 
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Across all three studies, the idea that the convergence of ASD and academic talent led to success especially when students were able to 
understand this intersection.
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