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Paperwork Burden Statement

According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless such
collection displays a valid OMB control number. The valid OMB control number for this information collection is 1810-0761. Public
reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 22 hours per response, including time for reviewing
instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed. and completing and reviewing the collection
of information. The obligation to respond to this collection is required to obtain or retain benefit under Section 2001 of the American
Rescue Plan (ARP) Act of 2021, If you have any comments concerning the accuracy of the time estimate, suggestions for improving
this individual collection. or if you have comments or concerns regarding the status of your individual form. application, or survey,
please contact Deborah Spitz. Office of School Support and Accountability. Office of Elementary and Secondary Education, U.S.
Department of Education, 400 Maryland Avenue. SW. Washington, DC 20202-6450, or HomelessEd @ed.gov. directly.



PROGRAM BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Purpose

On March 11, 2021, President Biden signed into law the American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act of 2021.
The ARP Act included an unprecedented $800 million reservation within the Elementary and
Secondary School Emergency Relief (ESSER) Fund to support the specific and urgent needs of
homeless children and youth in recognition of the extraordinary impact of the coronavirus disease
2019 (COVID-19) pandemic on students experiencing homelessness. The Department is
administering these funds through the ARP Homeless Children and Youth (ARP-HCY) Fund (see
Appendix A for the full text of the relevant sections of section 2001 of the ARP Act).

The purposes of the ARP-HCY Fund are to help States and local educational agencies (LEAs)
identify homeless children and youth. provide wraparound services that address the multiple effects
of the COVID-19 pandemic on homeless children and youth, and ensure that homeless children and
youth are able to attend school and participate fully in school activities.

As a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. students experiencing homelessness are increasingly under-
identified. as learning outside of school building settings likely impeded the critical role of
educators and staft in schools and LEAs to properly identify students. and these students have
remained underserved by schools. LEAs. and States. New ARP Act funding to support students
experiencing homelessness has tremendous potential to expand the systems in your State to identify
and support the needs of homeless children and youth.

Eligibility
Each of the 50 States. the District of Columbia, and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico.

Funding

The Department will award a total of $799.,000,000 to State educational agencies (SEAs) in
proportion to each State’s share of funds received under part A of title I of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA) in the most recent fiscal year.

As described in Appendix B. the first disbursement of these funds. 25 percent of the total amount.
was provided on April 26, 2021 (hereafter referred to as ARP Homeless I). The remainder of the
State’s allocation (ARP Homeless II) will be disbursed upon receipt and approval of this
application.

For ARP Homeless 11, States may reserve up to 25% of their allocation for State uses and must
distribute at least 75% of their allocation to LEAs via a formula that uses the LEA’s allocation

under part A of title I of the ESEA and the number of identitied homeless children and youth in
either school year 2018-19 or 2019-20. whichever number is greater. Additional parameters are
described in Appendix A.



Timeline

Funds appropriated under section 2001 of the ARP Act are available initially through September 30,
2023. Under section 421(b) of the General Education Provisions Act. funds not obligated and
expended prior to the beginning of the fiscal year following the fiscal year for which funds were
appropriated remain available for obligation and expenditure for an additional year. Accordingly,
funds appropriated under the ARP-HCY program will be available until September 30, 2024. The
deadline for drawing down or expending obligated funds is 120 days later, or January 31, 2025 (see
2 C.F.R. § 200.344(b)).

Uses of Funds

Funding under this program must be used for the purposes of identitying homeless children and
youth and providing homeless children and youth with (A) wrap-around services in light of the
challenges of COVID-19: and (B) assistance needed to enable homeless children and youth to
attend school and participate fully in school activities.

Funding provided under ARP Homeless [ must follow the final requirements at
https://oese.ed.gov/files/2021/07/EO-12866-OESE-FY-21-NFR-ARP-HCY -with-disclaimer.docx.

Furthermore, funding under the ARP Homeless [ and I programs must adhere to the allowable uses
of funds described in Title VII-B of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (McKinney-
Vento Act). Under section 723(d) of the McKinney-Vento Act, LEAs may use subgrant funds for
activities that support the purposes of the program, including:

(1) The provision of tutoring. supplemental instruction, and enriched educational services that
are linked to the achievement of the same challenging State academic standards as the State
establishes for other children and youths.

(2) The provision of expedited evaluations of the strengths and needs of homeless children and
vouths, including needs and eligibility for programs and services (such as educational
programs for gifted and talented students. children with disabilities, and English learners,
services provided under title I of the ESEA.20 U.S.C. 6301 et seq.. or similar State or local
programs, programs in career and technical education, and school nutrition programs).

(3) Professional development and other activities for educators and specialized instructional
support personnel that are designed to heighten the understanding and sensitivity of such
personnel to the needs of homeless children and youths, the rights of such children and
youths under this part, and the specific educational needs of runaway and homeless youths.

(4) The provision of referral services to homeless children and vouths for medical, dental,
mental, and other health services.

(5) The provision of assistance to defray the excess cost of transportation for students
under section 722(g)(4)(A) of the McKinney-Vento Act. not otherwise provided through
Federal, State, or local funding. where necessary to enable students to attend the school
selected under section 732(g)(3) of the McKinney-Vento Act.
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(6) The provision of developmentally appropriate early childhood education programs, not
otherwise provided through Federal, State, or local funding, for preschool-aged homeless
children.

(7) The provision of services and assistance to attract, engage, and retain homeless children
and youths, particularly homeless children and vouths who are not enrolled in school, in
public school programs and services provided to nonhomeless children and youths.

(8) The provision for homeless children and youths of before- and after-school. mentoring. and
summer programs in which a teacher or other qualified individual provides tutoring,
homework assistance. and supervision of educational activities.

(9) If necessary. the payment of fees and other costs associated with tracking. obtaining. and
transferring records necessary to enroll homeless children and youths in school. including
birth certificates. immunization or other required health records. academic records,
guardianship records. and evaluations for special programs or services.

(10) The provision of education and training to the parents and guardians of homeless children
and youths about the rights of. and resources available to, such children and youths. and
other activities designed to increase the meaningful involvement of parents and guardians
of homeless children or youths in the education of such children or youths.

(11) The development of coordination between schools and agencies providing services to
homeless children and youths, as described in section 722(g)(5) of the McKinney-Vento
Act.

(12) The provision of specialized instructional support services (including violence prevention
counseling) and referrals for such services.

(13) Activities to address the particular needs of homeless children and youths that may arise
from domestic violence and parental mental health or substance abuse problems.

(14) The adaptation of space and purchase of supplies for any nonschool facilities made
available under section 723(a)(2) of the McKinney-Vento Act to provide services under
section 723(d) of the McKinney-Vento Act.

(15) The provision of school supplies. including those supplies to be distributed at shelters or
temporary housing facilities. or other appropriate locations.

(16) The provision of other extraordinary or emergency assistance needed to enable homeless
children and youths to attend school and participate fully in school activities.

Activities under both ARP Homeless I and Il may include any expenses necessary to facilitate the
identification, enrollment, retention. or educational success of homeless children and youth in order
to enable homeless children and youth to attend school and participate fully in school activities.
such as:

e providing wraparound services (which could be provided in collaboration with and/or
through contracts with community-based organizations, and could include academic
supports, trauma-informed care, social-emotional support. and mental health services):
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e purchasing needed supplies (e.g., personal protective equipment, eveglasses. school
supplies. personal care items):

e providing transportation to enable homeless children and youth to attend school and
participate fully in school activities:

e purchasing cell phones or other technological devices for unaccompanied. homeless children
and youth to enable such children and youth to attend school and fully participate in school
activities;

e providing access to reliable. high-speed internet for students through the purchase of
internet-connected devices/equipment, mobile hotspots. wireless service plans, or
installation of Community Wi-Fi Hotspots (e.g.. at homeless shelters). especially in
underserved communities:

e paying for short-term. temporary housing (e.g.. a few days in a motel) when such emergency
housing is the only reasonable option for COVID-safe temporary housing and when
necessary to enable homeless children and youth to attend school and participate fully in
school activities (including summer school): and

e providing store cards/prepaid debit cards to purchase materials necessary for students to
participate fully in school activities.

LLEAs must ensure that all costs are reasonable and necessary and that these uses of funds align with
the purpose of., and other requirements in, the McKinney-Vento Act. In addition. when considering
funding decisions, we want to emphasize that section 723(d)(16) of the McKinney-Vento Act
allows the use of funds for “other extraordinary or emergency assistance needed to enable homeless
children and youths to attend school and participate fully in school activities.” Accordingly, when
considering funding decisions, LEAs should analyze the needs of students experiencing
homelessness in light of the COVID-19 pandemic and its extraordinary impact.

Contact

Email: HomelessEd(@ed.gov




APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS

To receive the State’s allocation under the ARP-HCY Fund. the SEA must submit a signed PDF of
this Application, by email. to the U.S. Department of Education (Department) at
HomelessEd@ed.gov within 14 days of publication of this Application. The Application must
include the following:

e A completed cover sheet that includes the signature of the SEA’s authorized representative.
(Part A)

e Programmatic. fiscal and reporting assurances. (Part B)

e Other assurances and certifications. (Part C)

APPENDICES

Appendix A — Authorizing Statutes and Regulations
Appendix B — State Allocation Data



AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN - EDUCATION FOR HOMELESS CHILDREN AND YOUTH
PART A: APPLICATION COVER SHEET

(CFDA 84.425W)

Legal Name (State Educational Agency):

Mississippi Department of Education

DUNS Number:
809399694

Address (Street Number and Name, City, State.
Zip Code):

359 North West Street
Jackson, MS 39205

Contact Information for State Program Representative:
Name: LaDewayne Harris

Position & Oftice: State Coordinator/Office of Federal
Programs

Street Number and Name, City, State, Zip Code:

359 North West Street
Jackson. MS 39205

Telephone: 601-359-3773

Email address: laharrisi@mdek12.org

To the best of my knowledge and belief, all of the information and data in this application are true and correct.
[ acknowledge and agree that the failure to comply with all Assurances and Certifications in this application or
any applicable law or regulation may result in liability under the False Claims Act. 31 U.S.C. § 3729, et seq.:
OMB Guidelines to Agencies on Governmentwide Debarment and Suspension (Nonprocurement) in 2 CFR
part 180, as adopted and amended as regulations of the Department in 2 CFR part 3485: and 18 U.S.C. § 1001.

as appropriate.

Chiet State School Oftticer or Authorized Representative (Typed Name): Telephone:

Carey M. Wright, Ed.D.

601-359-1750

Signature of Chief State Sch?rol Officeg or Authorized Representative: Date:

[ 30 [35-
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AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN - EDUCATION FOR HOMELESS CHILDREN AND YOUTH

PART B: PROGRAMMATIC, FISCAL, AND REPORTING ASSURANCES

The Chief State School Officer or his/her authorized representative assures the following:

a.

Funds awarded under this application (ARP Homeless II) will adhere to the final requirements
at https://oese.ed.gov/files/2021/07/EO-12866-OESE-FY-21-NFR-ARP-HCY -with-
disclaimer.docx.

The SEA will award at least 75% of its total allocation to LEAs. based on the formula set out in
the final requirements. The funds remaining after subgrants are made to LEAs may be used by
the Office of the State Coordinator for the Education of Homeless Children and Youth for State-
level activities as reflected in sections 722(f) and (g) of the McKinney-Vento Act.

The SEA will comply with, and ensure that LEAs comply with. all reporting requirements at
such time and in such manner and containing such information as the Secretary may reasonably
require, including but not limited to the requirements under the McKinney-Vento Act. and
including but not limited to numbers of students experiencing homelessness identified and
supported through ARP-HCY funding, and specific details about supports and services received
by students.

Within 60 days from publication of this application, the SEA will submit a plan to
HomelessED@ed.gov that contains the following information:

i. For ARP Homeless I:

1. How the SEA has used or will use up to 25 percent of funds awarded under ARP Homeless |
for State-level activities to provide training, technical assistance, capacity-building, and
engagement at the State and LEA levels, including support to LEAS to increase access to
summer programming in 2021. This must include how the SEA has supported LEASs to plan
for and provide wrap-around services, in collaboration with State and local agencies for
immediate needs this spring 2021, and how it will support LEAs for school year 2021-2022.
This should include the extent to which the SEA has or plans to build capacity in LEAs that
have not received an EHCY subgrant in the past in order to ensure that these LEAs are well-
prepared to utilize the funds provided in ARP Homeless II:

The Mississippi State Department of Education will only use the ARP
Homeless state reservation funds for direct administrative costs not already
included in the indirect cost rate MDE may charge for the program. MDE
will allocate the remaining funds to the LEAs.

(R

How the SEA has used or will use their funds for State-level activities to provide
support to LEAS to increase access to summer programming and plan for and
provide wraparound services for summer 2021, in collaboration with State and
local agencies and other community-based organizations: and

The Mississippi State Department of Education will only use the ARP
Homeless state reservation funds for direct administrative costs not already
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(%)

included in the indirect cost rate MDE may charge for the program. MDE
will allocate the remaining funds to the LEAs.

How the SEA has used or will use at least 75 percent of funds awarded under ARP

Homeless I for distribution to LEAs in accordance with all requirements of EHCY. This
must include the extent to which the SEA has or will use funds to supplement existing
EHCY subgrants to allow for more rapid fund distribution to address the needs of students
experiencing homelessness, and the extent to which the SEA analyzed and reviewed where
there are significant concentrations of students and families experiencing homelessness
across the State (including in LEAs that are not existing EHCY subgrantees). and how it has
or will ensure that supports from ARP Homeless I can urgently reach them.

The MDE will use at least 75 percent of funds awarded under ARP Homeless 1 for
distribution to supplement existing EHCY subgrantees to address the needs of
students experiencing homelessness quickly. MDE analyzed and reviewed
enrollment data of homeless students for all LEA to identify areas where there was a
significant concentration of students and families experiencing homelessness. The
MDE allocated funds to current EHCY grantees to urgently reach students and
families experiencing homelessness. MDE awarded funds using a base allocation and
per-pupil basis to ensure funding to areas with significant concentrations of students
and families experiencing homelessness.

ii. For ARP Homeless 11:

Ls

How the SEA will use up to 25 percent of funds awarded under ARP Homeless 11 for
State-level activities to provide training, technical assistance, capacity-building, and
engagement at the State and LEA levels, including support to LEAs to plan for and
provide wrap-around services, in collaboration with State and local agencies. for school
year 2021-2022. and

The Mississippi State Department of Education will use up to 25 percent of funds
awarded under ARP Homeless II for State-level activities to provide training.
technical assistance. capacity-building, and engagement at the State and local
educational agency (LEA) levels. This will include how the MDE will support LEASs
to plan for and provide wrap-around services. in collaboration with local agencies for
immediate needs. and how it will support LEAs for school year 2021-2022.

The Mississippi State Department of Education will continue to conduct annual
training sessions for LEA liaisons for homeless children and vouth and other
designated persons, from all school districts and charter schools in Mississippi. The
annual training is conducted jointly by MDE. state agencies. and advocacy groups
that provide support and assistance to homeless children and families. The purpose
of the training is:

= To provide awareness training and disseminate information related to the
prevalence of homelessness, circumstances that may result in homelessness, and
how to access support system for meeting the needs of homeless children and
their families:
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* To provide training on state-level expectations and procedures for identitying
homeless children and youth. enrolling these individuals in public schools and
providing educational and support services that allow these students to succeed
academically, emotionally, physically, and socially:

* To share examples of "best practices" within the state and the southeastern region
of the United States that result in effective programs and services for homeless
children and youth; and

= To provide a training module that can be used to train other LEA personnel.
school administrators, and student support personnel in each school.

Additionally, on-going training will be provided or brokered as needed by the MDE.
Updated guidance and other information will be disseminated through e-mail, webinars.
and other forms of communication to ensure wrap-around services are provided to
homeless children and youth.

How the SEA will use at least 75 percent of funds awarded under ARP Homeless II for
distribution to LEAs in accordance with the final requirements. This must include a
description of how the SEA will distribute funds in accordance with the required formula
to address the needs of students experiencing homelessness and the extent to which the
SEA has encouraged or will encourage the creation of consortia for those LEAs that may
not meet the required minimum formula amount.

The MDE will use the formula based equally on the proportional share of
an LEA's allocation under Title I, Part A of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA) for the most recent fiscal year.
and the LEA's proportional share of the number of homeless children and
vouth identified by each LEA relative to all LEASs in the State. using the
greater of the number of homeless children and youth in either the 2018-
19 or 2019-20 school vear in each LEA. This formula ensures a balance
in the distribution of funds to focus on the needs of the LEAs,
considering both the LEA's number of low-income students and the
number of homeless children and youth. In addition, allowing the use of
either the 2018-19 school year or 2019-20 school year homeless counts
takes into consideration the potential for undercounting in the 2019-20
school year due to COVID-19 by allowing LEASs to use the greater of the
two numbers.

The MDE will establish guidelines and provide various ARP Homeless 11
subgrants resources. Guidance will include how consortia can be created
for LEAs with allocations of less than $5,000 and the many benefits of
pooling funds. The MDE will encourage the creation of consortia to
provide the best services and support for students experiencing
homelessness rather than returning the funds to the State. If an LEA
decides to return the funds. the MDE will reallocate funds using the
formula guidelines.



For both ARP Homeless I and ARP Homeless 11:

l.

E\J

3.

How the SEA will ensure that ARP-HCY supplements the support and services provided
with ARP ESSER funds and does not replace the use of ARP ESSER funds to support the
needs of students experiencing homelessness:

The MDE will implement a compliance monitoring piece to ensure that LEAs use ARP-
HCY funds to supplement support and services provided with ARP ESSER funds and do
not replace ARP ESSER funds to support the needs of students experiencing
homelessness. The MDE will include assurances on both ARP Homeless I and 1
applications stating that the LEA will use funds to supplement and not supplant funds
and services provided through state/local funds: Title I, Part A homeless set-asides
funds: McKinney-Vento subgrant funds. ESSER I, ESSER 1I. and ARP ESSER.
Narrative descriptions within the applications must also contain details making it
evidence that all purchases and programs meet Supplement, Not Supplant provisions.
The MDE will also provide various webinars and technical assistance sessions to discuss
the allowable use of funds and how funds should supplement the homeless program.
EHCY grantees receive monitoring annually. and ARP HCY funds will be included in
the monitoring. The MDE will also conduct a desk review of reimbursements requests to
ensure ARP HCY (I and II) funds are supplemental and allocable under the program.

The extent to which the SEA will use its State-level activities funds to award subgrants or
contracts to community-based organizations that are well-positioned to identify children and
vouth experiencing homelessness in historically underserved populations such as rural
children and youth, Tribal children and youth. students of color. children and youth with
disabilities, English learners. LGBTQ+ youth. and pregnant. parenting, or caregiving
students experiencing homelessness. and connect them to educationally-related support and
wraparound services.

The MDE will use its State-level activities funds to award contracts competitively to
community-based organizations (CBOs) that are well-positioned to identify children
and youth experiencing homelessness in historically underserved populations such as
rural children and youth. Tribal children and youth, students of color, children and
youth with disabilities. English learners, LGBTQ+ youth. and pregnant, parenting. or
caregiving students experiencing homelessness, and connect them to educationally-
related support and wraparound services. MDE will contract with CBOs to provide
annual professional development and regional training to help facilitate the
identification, enrollment, retention, and educational success of homeless children
and youth, especially in areas that have historically underserved populations.

How the SEA will encourage LEAS to award contracts to community-based organizations to
help identify and support historically underserved populations experiencing homelessness.

The MDE will encourage LEASs to award contracts to community-based
organizations to help identify and support historically underserved populations
experiencing homelessness. MDE will also provide a resource guide consisting of
various CBOs that are well-positioned to identify children and youth and assist LEAs
in providing homeless support. The MDE will encourage LEAS to reach out to the
listed CBOs for assistance. Additionally, MDE will partner with CBOs to provide
professional development and regional training to help facilitate the identification.
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enrollment. retention, and educational success of homeless children and youth,
especially in areas that have historically underserved populations. MDE will
continue to provide professional development to ensure LEAs offer wrap-around
services to homeless children and youth.

Chief State School Officer or Authorized Representative (Typed Name):
Carey M. Wright, Ed.D.

Signature: -/! 4 \@N_%a/\ Date: IJBD/Q/QJ

11



AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN - EDUCATION FOR HOMELESS CHILDREN AND YOUTH

PART C: OTHER ASSURANCES AND CERTIFICATIONS

The Chief State School Officer or his/her authorized representative assures or certifies the
following:

s

The SEA will conduct all its operations so that no person shall be excluded from participation
in, be denied the benefits of, or be subject to discrimination under the ARP-HCY program or
activity based on race, color, national origin (including a person’s limited English proficiency or
English learner status and a person’s actual or perceived shared ancestry or ethnic
characteristics). sex (including sexual orientation and gender identity). age. or disability. These
non-discrimination obligations arise under Federal civil rights laws. including but not limited to
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. Title IX of the Education Amendments Act of 1972,
section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the Age Discrimination Act of 1975. In
addition, the SEA must comply with all regulations, guidelines. and standards issued by the
Department under any of these statutes.

The State will comply with all applicable assurances in OMB Standard Forms 424B and D
(Assurances for Non-Construction and Construction Programs). including the assurances
relating to the legal authority to apply for assistance; access to records; conflict of interest; merit
systems: nondiscrimination: Hatch Act provisions: labor standards: flood hazards: historic
preservation; protection of human subjects: animal welfare: lead-based paint: Single Audit Act;
and the general agreement to comply with all applicable Federal laws. executive orders. and
regulations.

With respect to the certification regarding lobbying in Department Form 80-0013. no Federal
appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid to any person for influencing or attempting to
influence an officer or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee
of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection with the making or
renewal of Federal grants under this program: the State will complete and submit Standard
Form-LLL, “Disclosure Form to Report Lobbying.”™ when required (34 CFR part 82, Appendix
B): and the State will require the full certification. as set forth in 34 CFR part 82, Appendix A.
in the award documents for all subawards at all tiers.

Any LEA receiving funding under this program will have on file with the State a set of
assurances that meets the requirements of section 442 of the General Education Provisions Act
(GEPA), 20 U.S.C. 1232e.

To the extent applicable, an LEA will include in its local application a description of how the
LEA will comply with the requirements of section 427 of GEPA. 20 U.S.C. 1228a.

The description must include information on the steps the LEA proposes to take to permit
students, teachers. and other program beneficiaries to overcome barriers (including barriers
based on gender, race. color, national origin, disability. and age) that impede access to, or
participation in, the program.

The SEA will comply with the Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles. and
Audit Requirements for Federal Awards (Uniform Guidance) requirements in Subpart D—Post
Federal Award Requirements (2 CFR §§ 200.300-200.345) and Subpart E—Cost Principles (2
CFR §§ 200.400-200.475) to ensure that LEAs, including charter schools that are LEAs, are

12



using ARP-HCY funds for purposes that are reasonable, necessary. and allocable under the ARP
Act and the McKinney-Vento Act of 1987, 42 U.S.C. §§ 11431-11435.

The State and other entities will comply with the provisions of all applicable acts, regulations,
and assurances: the provisions of the Education Department General Administrative Regulations
(EDGAR) in 34 CFR parts 75, 76, 77, 81, 82. 84, 86, 97, 98, and 99; the OMB Guidelines to
Agencies on Governmentwide Debarment and Suspension (Nonprocurement) in 2 CFR part
180. as adopted and amended as regulations of the Department in 2 CFR part 3485: and the
Uniform Administrative Requirements. Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal
Awards in 2 CFR part 200, as adopted and amended as regulations of the Department in 2 CFR

part 3474.

Chief State School Officer or Authorized Representative (Typed Name):
Dr. Carey Wright

Signature: Wqﬁv Date: //3[/»_,
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