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Good morning. I always feel inadequate when I come up behind Jackye.  Because it’s one thing to get the official welcome, but when somebody’s heart is so clear, and so full, I think that speaks more than any words that anybody else can ever give.  So I just want to thank you for what you do every day and add thanks to the team that works so hard every day to pull this together. 
I have a couple of acknowledgements that I want to make too, but I always want to start by acknowledging the student artists who are here and their families for their contributions, the recognition they received, and the support that I know it takes to get to this point, and the hard work it takes to get to this point.
I’d like to recognize all the students who are here. Thank you for coming out and sharing with us your learning and just being great.  It’s nice to be able to look out and see smiling faces.  

A couple of other quick acknowledgements. It’s fortunate for me to be able to come here today. Some of you may have heard that we have been working on this budget thing and, you know, you can’t schedule anything on this day because, well, it will blow up and there is no way this is actually going to work out for me to be able to make it.  And they said, well, it’s the PTA Arts opening.  

So, one, you have already heard that I have a soft spot for the arts, but the other thing that you don’t know is that the president of the National PTA is not only the leader of the organization, but he just happens to have been my college classmate. And so any place Otha asks me to go, I always go, because I thought I would probably be most likely to serve him as president of the United States.  I am at least as honored to serve him as president of the National PTA. But I have to be here when Otha calls.  I also want to acknowledge Dawn Small, the chair of the National PTA Reflections Program, because it is such a powerful part, as you have heard, of the work we do here and the opportunity we have to connect as federal bureaucrats with the work that goes on in the field--the things that actually enlighten us.  

And then we have another great friend, Rachel Goslins, who is the head of the President’s Committee on the Arts and the Humanities.  Rachel is, literally, a great friend. A lot of people kind of take on these roles as the President’s Committee heads and they see it as largely ceremonial  and they, you know, get the pretty people together and nice things get said.  Rachel, on the other hand, decided that what she wanted to do was to make something actually happen—to take advantage of the platform she was given, and the artists and the professionals that are involved in supporting the arts and humanities, and to make sure that they actually lead to impact in the field. And so, not only did she take very seriously the role of the committee--that the committee has in trying to inspire arts and arts integration in the schools--but she also did tremendous work to actually ensure that the research base was there so that we could defend it as an agency when we say we want to do that work.  And then she went a step further, because not many of these committees actually do operational work, and said, “We believe so much that the arts can be transformational that we are going to actually take it into the schools that you are trying to turn around.  We are going to go where they are in the middle of the hardest work they ever do, the turning around of a failing school, and we are going to get many of the leaders that are on the committee to actually sponsor those schools, and work with them, and use the arts in that transformation process.” And it has been fantastic.  It’s been fantastic.  And if you haven’t had the opportunity to see what’s going on in these schools, I want you to take a second and go and tell the world.  Because anybody who asks a question about whether arts belong in our schools or arts can change our schools needs to revisit that question no more after seeing this.  
And then, very quickly, I want to call out (it’s been done already) Bailey, Jessica, Kendyl, as the student winners of the Reflections Program and the performances we are going to hear about. Your work is inspirational, and I hope that you have the opportunity to share with many, many more people besides us your gifts.  So, thank you for that.  

Now, let me turn to a few other things that I want to make sure that we touch on, because the program that I am introducing--that we are going to cut the ribbon on--has been going on for years.  When Jackye says that it is something that we all look forward to—I think that it’s easier for you to hear that that is kind of the nice thing to say--but the reality is that one of the hardest things about being in the federal government is that you are not just one, but two or three steps back, from the impact that you are trying to inspire in the world.  

People come here because they actually want to see great things happen for kids. You don’t get to see a lot of kids here, and so when you get to walk in the building or  somebody’s office, and you see a piece of work from a student, that is usually inspiring because it’s art--because it tells a story about what their experience is, it means something.  It gives you something to go on, “Oh yeah, that’s why we are here.” And, believe me, you want us remembering why we are here. 
So, this year’s theme is “The Magic of the Moment.” It is a great vehicle for students to capture and share their experiences, that widens their entire range of experiences, from fleeting beauty around nature to the strong bonds between family and friends. The ideas and themes that were expressed are universal but also unique to each student--one of the things that makes art powerful.  
I want to thank you for your strong advocacy on behalf of the Reflections Program. It’s not something we can take for granted.  And in this month’s issue of “Our Children,” the insights around why this matters for every school and every child come through very clearly.  In this issue, Tony Bennett and Alfre Woodard talk about how they are giving back as a choice, a personal choice, to schools.  Alfre Woodard is one of the artists who is involved in the Turnaround Arts program, and talks about her experience in schools, and she … (it’s been interesting getting to know her, because you know her in terms of the roles that you see, but her level of depth and insight that she brings to things is actually tremendous) … talked about how the US has actually been known, (and there was a magazine that had this on the cover a few years ago) that people think about the US as having lots of competitive advantages. But the real advantage that we have had for years has been around creativity, design and innovation.  And, in fact, it is that edge that has allowed us to prosper as a country, and that the arts bring as a part of what people do every day when they are studying science and English and language arts. It is activating that part of us, that part of our mind that is creative, that part of our mind that thinks about human feelings, and how you express them, and how you connect with them, and then represent them to others, that pushes us to think about what excellence looks like in many, many different forms. Those are the things that are translational--that work.  
So let me end by doing a couple of things: One is everyone in this room is a part of the choir.  You are here because you are already inspired by the work of artists and schools--you know that it’s important.  The great news is this is one of those cases where common sense and good feelings are reinforced by research: The research is clear that art helps our kids do better at everything.  So we shouldn’t have to argue for long about whether or not the arts belong in our schools and whether time and resources ought to be allocated.  Yet, again and again people operate from a flawed hypothesis that the way to get our kids to do better in reading, writing and math is just to do more reading, writing and math.  We have got to dispel that myth.  We’ve got to point people to, not only the example of great research, but also the excellent examples and the models to show them how to get it done.  We need your help for that.  These great exhibits are one way of telling the story of what the potential is, but people might just see them as “only” art--they might not see the connection to the rest of the story. We need you to tell the rest of the story. 
So with that, I am going to stop talking and let you get to the fun part.  Thank you for letting me join you today, and enjoy the rest of the program.  I want to bring up Otha Thornton, and seriously, this is fantastic. 

Enjoy yourselves.
