The U.S. Department of Education Headquarters Art Exhibit Program, now in its ninth year under the direction of the Department’s Office of Communications and Outreach and the Office of Innovation and Improvement, features visual art created by students in U.S. and international schools, and provides students and teachers the opportunity to display creative work from the classroom in a highly public space in order to honor this work as an effective path to learning and knowledge for all.  The works also provide Department employees and visitors with both a beautiful environment and the means to be in touch with the Department’s principal customers—students.

Exhibit Spaces
The Department has two exhibit spaces in its headquarters lobby in Washington, D.C.  One accommodates about 60 winners of the 85-year-old Scholastic Art & Writing Awards competition for an entire year, when it is replaced with new winners in the categories of 2- and 3-D visual arts, writing and video. This space comprises the outer walls of the main auditorium and the marble-lined corridor between the two main entrances of the building. The second space, comprising museum-quality exhibit panels along the Smithsonian museum side of the building, is for exhibits lasting two to three months and is known as the “rotating gallery.” The exhibit schedule from the program’s inception to the present is attached. 

Hanging Works in the Rotating Gallery
For the rotating exhibits, there are 20 panels, 6’ x 39”.  The first panel is for the “story” of the exhibit. Depending on the size of the pieces, a panel holds 1-4 pieces of art.  Works can be hung either with Velcro or with wire.  Each piece should have a label, which can be velcroed to the panel, listing the student’s name, age, grade, school, teacher and location of school as well as the title and medium of the piece.

Exhibit Openings

In addition to the visual arts, the Department exhibits student writing and likes to showcase performance art by students at the opening held for each new exhibit.  The opening, at which there is a formal ribbon-cutting to officially open the show to the public, is an opportunity for the exhibiting organization and student artists and their teachers to speak about arts education.  Senior officials from the Department of Education also speak on this topic and welcome heads of arts organizations and other guests from around the country.

The Department works with the exhibiting school or organization to do a press release and media advisory and to invite guests, including national elected officials, to the opening. In addition to having visitors see the work at the opening, the Department receives visitors for the duration of the exhibit during normal working hours.

What the Department Supplies
What the Exhibiting Organization Supplies
Exhibit space and panels

Student artwork

Velcro




Framed or matted work 
Labels for each piece


Information for the labels or their own labels

E-mail invitations


Information for the invitation

Advertising posters for ED

Printed programs for the opening
Information for the program

Auditorium

Sound equipment


Student performers (not required but preferred)

Speakers from ED


Speakers

Ribbon-cutting materials

Reception food and drink (not required)

Frameable certificates of

   accomplishment signed by

   the U.S. secretary of education
Guest book

Note:
The Department cannot pay for travel, hotel or meals for the exhibitors or their
guests, nor for framing or receptions. Upon request, the Student Art Exhibit staff 

will provide information about hotels and activities in Washington, D.C.
Contact

Jacquelyn Zimmermann

Director

Editorial Policy, Publishing and Student Art Exhibit Program

U.S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Ave. S.W., Room 5W116

Washington, DC 20202

202-401-0762 (o)

jacquelyn.zimmermann@ed.gov
1

