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Transitioning Gang-Involved Youth to Higher Education (TGIY) Program
(84.116Y)
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

. Overview & Eligibility: Q1-Q5

. Absolute & Competitive Preference Priorities: Q6-Q9
. Funding: Q10-Q14

. Subawards & Partners: Q15-Q20

. Application Logistics: Q21-Q36

. Evaluation & Performance Reporting: Q37-Q38

. Allowable Costs & Activities: Q39-Q47

. Technical Assistance: Q48-Q57

Disclaimer: Please note the Announcement Notice and Instructions (ANI) is the official
application submission guide. These FAQs provide additional technical assistance only.

SECTION 1: OVERVIEW & ELIGIBILITY

1. What is the purpose of the Transitioning Gang-Involved Youth to Higher Education
(TGIY) Program?
The purpose of the Transitioning Gang-Involved Youth to Higher Education (TGIY) Program
is to provide a funding opportunity for organizations that work directly with gang-involved
youth to help such youth pursue higher education opportunities that will lead to certification
or credentials.

2. Who is eligible to apply?
Eligible applicants are institutions of higher education (IHEs) (as defined in section 101 of
the Higher Education Act of 1965, as amended (20 U.S.C. 1001)) that are public or private
nonprofit IHEs, and public and private nonprofit organizations, including State Education
Agencies, and agencies that partner with IHEs.

3. For nonprofit institutions and agencies, what do they have to include in their application
to demonstrate eligibility?
An applicant that is a nonprofit organization may, under 34 CFR 75.51, demonstrate its
nonprofit status by providing:

a. Proof that the Internal Revenue Service currently recognizes the applicant as an
organization to which contributions are tax deductible under section 501(c)(3) of
the Internal Revenue Code.

b. A statement from a state taxing body or the State attorney general certifying that the
organization is a nonprofit organization operating within the State and that no part
of its net earnings may lawfully benefit any private shareholder or individual.

c. A certified copy of the applicant's certificate of incorporation or similar document if
it clearly establishes the nonprofit status of the applicant; or
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d. Any item described above if that item applies to a State or national parent
organization, together with a statement by the State or parent organization that the
applicant is a local nonprofit affiliate.

4. How do I apply for a TGIY grant?
The complete funding opportunity announcement and all information needed to apply,
including all priorities and program requirements, are available on Grants.gov here - FY
2026 TGIY Announcement Notice and Instructions. The Application Notice and
Instructions (ANI) on Grants.gov is the official document governing the grant competition.

5. What documents do state agencies need to submit to prove their eligibility?
While there is no specific documentation required for state agencies to demonstrate
eligibility, applicants should provide ample documentation regarding their entity type.

Note: If it is not clear that an applicant meets the eligibility criteria, the application may be
flagged as ineligible.

SECTION 2: ABSOLUTE & COMPETITIVE PREFERENCE PRIORITIES

6. What are the funding priorities for the FY 2026 competition?
This competition includes two (2) Absolute Priorities and one (1) Competitive Preference
Priority. Under 34 CFR 75.105(c)(2)(i), we will award an additional ten (10) points to an
application that meets the Competitive Preference Priority. The Priorities are as follows:

Absolute Priority 1 - Projects for Organizations to Work Directly with Gang-Involved
Youth to Help Such Youth Pursue Higher Education Opportunities

Absolute Priority 2 - Career Pathways and Workforce Readiness (from the Secretary’s Final
Supplemental Priority and Definitions on Career Pathways and Workforce Readiness)

Competitive Preference Priority - Returning Education to the States

7. What is the difference between an Absolute Priority, Competitive Preference Priority,
and an Invitational Priority?
Applicants must address the absolute priorities in order to be considered for funding. An
applicant can choose whether or not to address Competitive Priority(ies) and Invitational
Priority(ies).

8. For each priority, is there a preference given to particular type of applicants?
No, we do not give preference to a particular type of applicant. An eligible applicant is
an institution of higher education (as defined in section 101 of the Higher Education Act of
1965, as amended (HEA)), and other public and private nonprofit institutions and agencies
including State higher education agencies as defined in 20 U.S.C. 1003(22).

9. For the Competitive Preference Priority (CPP), how can an applicant show that their
project or proposal will be carried out by entities identified, designated, or endorsed
by a Governor or chief State education official?


https://www.grants.gov/search-results-detail/362505
https://www.grants.gov/search-results-detail/362505
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An applicant must provide a letter of designation or endorsement from a Governor or chief
State education official.

SECTION 3: FUNDING

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

What is the total project period for this grant?
The total project period is 4 years (48 months).

What is the amount of the grants?
The estimated funding range per grant is $1,000,000-$1,700,000 for the 48-month period.
An eligible applicant cannot be funded above the maximum award amount of $1,700,000.

Is there a cost matching requirement under the TGIY Program?
No, there is no cost matching requirement.

May an applicant request less than the average award size?
Yes.

What does “frontloaded” mean?
The term “frontloaded” means that funded projects will receive all years’ funding at the time
of award.

SECTION 4: SUBAWARDS & PARTNERS

15.

16.

17.

Are subgrants allowable?

Yes, a grantee may award subgrants--to directly carry out project activities--to the following
types of entities listed in their grant application: IHEs and public and private nonprofit
institutions and agencies including State higher education agencies as defined in 20 U.S.C.

1003(22).

Do the subgrantees need to be the same entity type as the lead applicant?

No, subgrantees do not need to be the same entity type as the lead applicant. Under 34 CFR
75.708(b) and (c), a grantee under this competition may award subgrants to directly carry
out project activities described in its application.

Note: If a subgrantee is a nonprofit organization, they must demonstrate their nonprofit
status according to the requirements in the eligibility criteria.

Are private, for-profit organizations allowed to be a subgrantee? Alternatively, can a
private, for-profit organization receive funding as a contractor/consultant as a direct
cost line item under our award?

No. A lead applicant can only provide subgrants to eligible entities as explained in the
ANI. Under 34 CFR 75.708(b) and (c), a grantee under this competition may award
subgrants to directly carry out project activities described in its application to the following
types of entities: IHEs and public and private nonprofit institutions and agencies including
State higher education agencies as defined in 20 U.S.C. 1003(22).



https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/USCODE-2024-title20/pdf/USCODE-2024-title20-chap28-subchapI-partA-sec1003.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/USCODE-2024-title20/pdf/USCODE-2024-title20-chap28-subchapI-partA-sec1003.pdf
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-34/section-75.708
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-34/section-75.708
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-34/section-75.708
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-34/section-75.708
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-34/section-75.708
https://www.govinfo.gov/link/uscode/20/1003

You may contract a private, for-profit organization for the purpose of obtaining goods and
services for the recipient's use and create a procurement relationship with a contractor.

18. If an applicant proposes subawards, where in the application should they include the
subaward budget?
The budgeted amount for a subaward will go in the "Contractual” line item of the lead
applicant’s SF 424A Budget Information Form. The specific details of each subaward must
be provided in a separate, detailed budget narrative for each year of the project period.

19. Does the unrestricted indirect cost rate apply to subgrants as well?
Yes. Subawardees must comply with the administrative requirements of the award,
including the indirect cost rate limitations outlined in 2 CFR 200.332 Requirements for
pass-through entities. This includes Indirect Cost Rate Identification as per 2 CFR
200.332(b)(1)(xiv) and the review and approval process for indirect cost rates specified in 2
CFR 200.332(b)(4).

20. Are letters of support for partners required? What about for subawards?
Applicants are strongly advised to provide support or commitment letters to facilitate the
evaluation of a partner’s contribution and the relationship between entities, and to confirm
the need for the project. An applicant should provide a formal, signed letter of commitment
from each project partner. Commitment letters should briefly describe what services and
resources partners will be contributing to the project. Letters should be submitted on
official organizational letterhead.

Please list each proposed partner entity in the abstract, as well as the type of
institution/organization (i.e., institution of higher education (IHE), nonprofit organization,
state education agency (SEA), etc.).

Applicants that intend to enter into subawards must identify within their application

those entities to which they intend to subaward, and a description of the proposed subaward
activities. While letters of support may be helpful in describing the activities of the
subaward, they are not required.

SECTION 5: APPLICATION LOGISTICS

21. How should we format our project narrative?
For all formatting requirements, please read the Common Instructions published in the
Federal Register on August 29, 2025 (90 FR 42234), and available
at https://www.federalregister.cov/documents/2025/08/29/2025-16571/common-
instructions-and-information-for-applicants-to-department-of-education-discretionary-

grant.

The Secretary evaluates an application according to the program specific criteria in 34 CFR
75.210. The Project Narrative is where the applicant provides detailed responses to each
selection criterion, as the project pertains to the Absolute Priorities the applicant is
responding to, and if applicable, the responses to the Competitive Preference Priority.
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22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

Applicants should respond to the selection criteria in the same order as presented in the ANI
when developing the Project Narrative. The Project Narrative should be written in a concise
and clear manner. Clearly label each selection criterion and separately address each
criterion.

Can tables and chart be single spaced? Can we use a font size smaller than 12-point?
Yes, as long as tables and charts are in a readable format.

Are references included in the 65-page limit?

The recommended 65-page limit applies only to the application narrative (responses to the
priorities and the Selection Criteria) and does not apply to the cover sheet and Table

of Contents, the budget section, including the narrative budget justification, the assurances
and certifications, or the one-page abstract, the resumes, the bibliography, the letters of
support, or other appendices.

How does an applicant comply with Executive Order 12372, the Intergovernmental
Review of Federal Programs?

This competition is subject to Executive Order 12372 and the regulations in 34 CFR part 79.
One of the objectives of Executive Order 12372 is to strengthen federalism — or the
distribution of responsibility between localities, states, and the Federal government — by
fostering intergovernmental partnerships. This idea includes supporting processes that state
or local governments have developed to coordinate and review proposed Federal financial
grant applications. Grant applicants need to contact State Single Points of Contact (SPOC)
for information on their state’s procedures. Multi-state applicants should follow procedures
specific to each state. Further information about the SPOC and the official list of entities can
be found at: https://www.ojp.gov/IntereovernmentalReviewSPOCList.pdf.

Should the SF 424 and the SF 424A Budget Summary Form (and accompanying
budget narrative) indicate the total amount requested over the 48 months as a single
budget period?

Yes. Additionally, the SF 424A Budget Summary Form should include a budget
breakdown for each year of the 48-month project period.

Could you explain the estimated funding information needed for the SF 424 form?

In the Application for Federal Assistance (SF 424 Form), the estimated funding for
“Federal” is the amount an applicant is requesting — not to exceed the maximum amount
listed in the ANI. The estimated funding for 18b-fis the non-federal amounts applicants
may be contributing to the project. To obtain instructions for standard forms included in this
application package, please visit https:/www.ed.gov/grants-and-programs/apply-
grant/grant-application-and-other-forms.

Note: This competition does not have any cost sharing/matching requirements; however,
that does not preclude an applicant from contributing non-federal funds if they wish.

What do I need to submit in the budget section?
Applicants should upload a detailed supporting Budget Narrative explaining the proposed
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costs for each year of the performance period. Total costs per year should align with the
costs stated on the SF 424A Budget Form. Include the level of effort (time commitment) per
year for key personnel. You must upload the supporting narrative in .pdf format.

Note:

e Applicants are required to prepare a detailed and comprehensive Budget Narrative for all
proposed line items listed in the SF 424A Budget Summary Form. This narrative should
be attached as the “Budget Narrative Attachment Form.”

e The detailed Budget Narrative is for each year of the budget over the 4-year performance
period.

o Refer to “Instructions for ED 524 Budget Summary Form, Section C” for additional
instructions on the Budget Narrative.

28. Does the budget need to be broken up by "activities"?
No. Applicants are required to complete the SF 424A Budget Summary Form and prepare a
detailed and comprehensive Budget Narrative for all proposed line items listed in the SF
424A form. The detailed Budget Narrative is for each year of the budget over the 4-year
performance period.

29. What is the indirect cost rate for this grant?
This program has established an unrestricted indirect cost rate. For more information
regarding indirect costs, or to obtain a negotiated indirect cost rate, please
see https:/www.ed.gov/about/ed-offices/ofo#indirect-cost-division.

Additional Reference Regulations for Indirect Costs:
a. Uniform Guidance (2 CFR 200)
i. 2 CFR 200 Subpart E - Cost Principles
ii. 2 CFR 200.414 - Indirect Costs
1. Appendix III to Part 200 - Indirect (F&A) Costs Identification and
Assignment, and Rate Determination for Institutions of Higher Education
(IHEs)
iv.  Appendix IV to Part 200 - Indirect (F&A) Costs Identification and
Assignment, and Rate Determination for Nonprofit Organizations
v.  Appendix VII to Part 200 - State and Local Government and Indian Tribe
Indirect Cost Proposals
b. Education Department General Administrative Regulations (EDGAR)
i. 34 CFR 75.560 - 75.580 - Indirect Cost Rates

Note: Please send any questions concerning indirect costs to the following mailbox:
IndirectCostDivision(@ed.gov.

30. Can applicants elect to waive indirect costs entirely?
Yes, applicants are not required to charge indirect costs to the grant.

31. Is there a matching requirement for this program?
No.

32. The SF-424 form instructions we found online say "enter the amount requested during
the first funding/budget period". Do we just include the amount of money we are
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requesting in year 1 of the grant (not the full amount we are requesting over three
years)?

Since these grants are frontloaded, meaning you receive funding for all 4 years up front, you
would enter the requested amount for all 4 years.

33. On the SF 424 form, where should we include non-federal funds?
If the non-federal funds are coming from the lead applicant institution, then you may
include them in the “applicant” section. If not, then those funds should be included in one of
the other categories that best fit the type of entity.

34. Can you confirm if any other documents are allowed in the appendix besides the
letters of support and CVs?
Only items listed in the ANI should be attached to the application. Please do not attach any
miscellaneous narratives, supporting files or other components. Supporting documents, such
as the curriculum vitae (CV) of project personnel/participants, letters of commitment and
support from project partners should be uploaded as a single PDF document to the Other
Attachments form. Please refer to the ANI for additional information.

35. When will applicants be notified of whether they will be awarded a grant?
The Department’s Office of Legislation and Congressional Affairs will inform the
Congress regarding applications approved for new program grants. Successful applicants
will receive award notices by mail or e-mail shortly after the Congress is notified. No
funding information will be released before the Congress is notified. Unsuccessful
applicants will be notified in writing following the notice to successful applicants.

36. When are grantees projected to begin grant activities?
Grants should be ready to immediately begin grant activities following the grant start
date, which will be located on the Grant Award Notification (GAN) in Box 6. We
anticipate a grant start date of October 1, 2026.

SECTION 6: EVALUATION & PERFORMANCE REPORTING

37. What reporting requirements are there for this program?
All grantees must submit an Annual Performance Report (APR) with information that is
responsive to the program performance measures.

If you apply for a grant under this competition, you must ensure that you have in place the
necessary processes and systems to comply with the reporting requirements in 2 CFR

170 should you receive funding under the competition. See the standards in 2 CFR
170.105 to determine whether you are covered by 2 CFR part 170.

At the end of your project period, you must submit a Final Performance Report (FPR),
including financial information, as directed by the Secretary. If you receive a multiyear
award, you must submit an APR that provides the most current performance and financial
expenditure information as directed by the Secretary under 34 CFR 75.118. The Secretary
may also require more frequent performance reports under 34 CFR 75.720(c). For specific
requirements regarding reporting, please go to
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38.

www.ed.gov/fund/grant/apply/appforms/appforms.html.

Is an external evaluator a requirement?
No, you may work with either an internal or external evaluator. You should select an
evaluator that works best based on your project's needs and evaluation design.

SECTION 7: ALLOWABLE COSTS & ACTIVITIES

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44.

45.

Are scholarships and direct student aid an allowable cost?
No.

Are student vouchers for bus passes, groceries, childcare, housing, or other use an
allowable cost?
No.

Is transportation for students to attend grant activities an allowable cost?
Transportation costs, other than bus passes and pre-paid fuel cards, will be considered on a
case-by-case basis in consultation with your Program Officer, if awarded. Some examples of
allowable transportation costs may include visits related to college exploration, or field trips
to local employers to gain hands-on learning and experience about various career

pathways and occupations.

Keep in mind that this grant is intended to support programs through scalable programs and
initiatives that improve rates of postsecondary enrollment, persistence, and completion
through development of career pathways aligned to high-skill, high-wage, and in-demand
industry sectors and occupations in the region.

Can the evaluator be paid using grant funds? Is there a suggested budget amount for
evaluation in the grant?

Yes, evaluators can be paid using grant funds. No, there is no requirement regarding the
minimum or maximum amount of grants funds that can be budgeted for evaluation
purposes.

May we allocate funds for workshops (e.g., training sessions for key personnel)
including reasonable travel and lodging expenses for attendees?

Yes, please refer to 2 CFR 200.473 for additional guidance. If awarded, please consult with
your Program Specialist for additional guidance. Please ensure it is aligned with your
institution’s travel policies/procedures, as well as the requirements in 2 CFR 200.475 -
Travel Costs.

Are conference registration fees and conference travel expenses allowable for project
team members to disseminate results?
Yes. Please review 2 CFR 200.432 for additional guidance.

Additional allowable costs and activities
This is not a comprehensive list of allowable costs or activities. For additional guidance
on allowable costs, please review 2 CFR Subpart E (Cost Principles) and contact
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TGIY-HEP@ed.gov with additional questions.
a. Student stipends for internships and apprenticeships

1. Please refer also to “Participant Support Costs” below.
b. Graduate Assistantships
1. Assistantships for graduate students are allowable provided they meet the

requirements of 2 CFR 200.466. If awarded, we recommend consulting your
Program Specialist.
c. Salary and benefits for program staff.
1. Please refer to the personnel compensation and benefits regulations in 2 CFR
200.430-431 for additional guidance.
d. Supplemental salary or stipends for existing employees of an institution to increase their
paid hours (e.g. When employees may be otherwise 9- or 10-month employees).
1. Please ensure it is aligned with your institution’s policies and procedures for extra
pay. Refer to 2 CFR 200.430 for additional guidance on compensation of personnel
services, including standards for documentation of personnel expenses and extra

pay.
e. Staff and student travel
1. Please consult with your Program Specialist for additional guidance. Please ensure

it is aligned with your institution’s travel policies/procedures, as well as the
requirements in 2 CFR 200.475 - Travel Costs.
f. Equipment (i.e., laboratory equipment, start up for new employees)
1. Please refer to the equipment regulations in 2 CFR 200.313 and 2 CFR 200.439.
g. Supplies for grant activities
i.  Please refer to the equipment regulations in 2 CFR 200.314 and 2 CFR 200.453.
h. Food for conferences and events
1. Allowable uses of food can be found at https://www.ed.gov/media/document/fags-
food-and-conferences-107432.pdf.
1. Participant Support Costs
i.  This is typically allowable for grant activities; however, we recommend consulting
with your Program Specialist before spending money for this purpose.
j. Administrative Costs
i.  Asstated in the ANI, this program does not include any program-specific limitation
on administrative expenses. All administrative expenses must be reasonable and
necessary and conform to Cost Principles described in 2 CFR part 200 subpart E of
the Uniform Guidance.
k. Renovations/Remodeling
1. Only minor renovations/remodeling are allowable costs are under the
competition. Minor remodeling means minor alterations in a previously completed
building. The term also includes the extension of utility lines, such as water and
electricity, from points beyond the confines of the space in which the minor
remodeling is undertaken but within the confines of the previously completed
building. The term does not include building construction, structural alterations to
buildings, building maintenance, or repairs.

46. Can you clarify what participant support costs mean?
Participant support costs are allowable. In 2 CFR 200.456, the classification of items as
participant support costs must be documented in the recipient's or subrecipient's written
policies and procedures and treated consistently across all Federal awards.
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Participant support costs means direct costs that support participants (see definition for
Participant in § 200.1) and their involvement in a Federal award, such as stipends,
subsistence allowances, travel allowances, registration fees, temporary dependent care, and
per diem paid directly to or on behalf of participants.

Participant generally means an individual participating in or attending program activities
under a Federal award, such as trainings or conferences, but who is not responsible for
implementation of the Federal award. Individuals committing effort to the development or
delivery of program activities under a Federal award (such as consultants, project personnel,
or staff members of a recipient or subrecipient) are not participants. Examples of
participants may include community members participating in a community outreach
program, members of the public whose perspectives or input are sought as part of a
program, students, or conference attendees.

47. Can we use grant funds to cover student supports like exam fees, uniforms, books, etc.,

without providing that aid directly to the student?
Yes. These are considered participant support costs.

SECTION 8: TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

48. Will pre-application technical assistance (TA) webinars be provided to potential
applicants?
Yes, technical assistance webinar will be provided. Please visit the
https://www2.ed.gov/programs/giyp/applicant.html webpage, under the tab Resources, for
more information.

49. Can the Department provide guidance or advice on specific concepts within our
project/proposal?
Currently, we are unable to discuss proposal concepts prior to the close of the grant
opportunity. It is the applicant’s responsibility to determine best fit in response to the
priorities. Feedback on a proposed project can be obtained through the peer review after
grant application submission.

50. I am having trouble uploading my documents, what should I do?
If you have problems submitting to Grants.gov, please contact Grants.gov Customer
Support at 1-800-518-4726 or email at: support@grants.gov or access the Grants.gov Self-
Service Knowledge Base web portal at: https://grants-
portal.psc.gov/Welcome.aspx?pt=Grants.

51. Who should we provide CVs for?
It is recommended that you provide CVs for all project personnel at the lead
Applicant institution/organization, as well as any project personnel from subaward and/or
partner entities.

52. Is there a specific format or template for CVs/resumes?

We do not have a prescribed template for CVs/resumes; however, it must be uploaded in a
readable, PDF format.
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53.

54.

5S.

56.

57.

Per the solicitation, "it is reccommended that the CV be no more than three (3) pages."
For clarification purposes, is it three pages for each project personnel or three pages
total, despite the number of project personnel?

Three pages per person.

Would it be appropriate to include the detailed timeline/milestones as part of the
attachments?

Applicants should fully respond to the Management Plan Selection Criterion, which requires
a description of the proposed project’s timeline and milestones, among other things.
Applicants may also include additional information on the timeline and milestones as an
attachment if they wish; however, the most critical information should be included in its
response to the Management Plan Selection Criterion.

Is there an expectation for the percentage of time expended by the Project Director?
We do not determine the time and effort of directors. You should set the percentage based
on what you deem appropriate and sufficient for key personnel dedicated

to accomplishing the goals and objectives of the grant. This should be well explained in
your management plan and budget.

Can a PD/PI be multiple individuals?
Yes.

If we have not hired a project director, whose CV do we upload?
You may want to include a job description if this person has not yet been hired.
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