The Honorable John Thune The Honorable Charles Schumer

Majority Leader Minority Leader

United States Senate United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Mike Johnson The Honorable Hakeem Jeffries
Speaker Minority Leader

U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

July 30, 2026

Dear Senate and House Leadership:

Since its inception in 1980, Americans have invested $3 trillion in the federal Department of
Education (ED).! And what do we have to show for it? Among the lowest test scores ever
recorded, millions of students buried in substantial student loan debt, and a bloated bureaucracy
that has become more invested in preserving itself than in supporting students.?

This is why, just over a year and a half ago, the American people re-elected President Trump
with a clear mandate to restore excellence in education for our students. Central to this mandate
is scaling back federal micromanagement where it hinders success, while also strengthening the
federal protections that remain essential to students and families. Our interagency agreements
(IAAs) deliver on both promises by breaking up the failed federal education bureaucracy in
Washington and partnering with agencies who are far better equipped to manage essential
programs effectively.

For example, if one were to consider which agency is best positioned to identify foreign
influence at American institutions, wouldn’t the logical answer be the Department of State—the
entity tasked with managing our nation’s foreign relations?

And, isn’t it sensible that the chief financial steward of the United States government, the
Department of the Treasury, should manage the nearly $1.7 trillion federal student aid portfolio?®
And aren’t medical experts at the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) better

! Fact Sheet: President Donald Trump Empowers Parents, States, and Communities to Improve Education
Outcomes, The White House (Mar. 20, 2026), https.//www.whitehouse.gov/fact-sheets/2025/03/fact-sheet-president-
donald-j-trump-empowers-parents-states-and-communities-to-improve-education-outcomes/.
2 The Nation’s Report Card, Nat’l Assessment of Educ. Progress, https://www.nationsreportcard.gov/ (last visited
July 7, 2026).
3 Federal Student Aid Data Center, Federal Student Aid (n.d.), https://studentaid.gov/data-center.
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positioned to oversee the evaluation of foreign medical training programs than education
generalists at ED?

In recent weeks, four new IAAs have been signed which follow the pattern of commonsense
partnerships. These IAAs underscore the promise and importance of the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), as well as the importance of federal civil rights protections in
education. After careful deliberation and collaboration with stakeholders, ED has partnered with
HHS to support the administration of the Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services
(ED-OSERS), and with the Department of Justice (DOJ) to bolster the Office for Civil Rights’
(ED-OCR) enforcement of federal civil rights laws with respect to recipients of federal financial
assistance from ED.

By closely partnering with HHS, which oversees programs for millions of individuals with
disabilities, we will align federal services to improve academic outcomes, strengthen access to
programs and information, and support people with disabilities so they can gain self-sufficiency,
life tools, and meaningful employment needed to lead a successful life. At the same time, ED-
OCR will partner with DOJ to provide more responsive and coordinated enforcement of our
nation’s civil rights laws with respect to ED-funded programs. ED-OCR and DOJ will combine
their expertise and capacity to bolster evaluation, investigation, resolution of complaints, and,
above all, enforce critical protections for all students.

Misconceptions have circulated about our fourteen IAAs. Since these agreements were signed,
however, they have demonstrated measurable results by driving stronger grant competitions,
streamlining government operations, and producing better outcomes for Americans. We write
today to request your continued support and to highlight the progress critics often overlook.

Partner Agencies See Record-Breaking Grant Applications

As you know, ED’s discretionary budget distributes billions of taxpayer dollars via competitive
grant programs to education entities. For too long, these programs operated on autopilot,
reaching the same applicants, relying on the same stakeholder communication channels, and
producing limited competition among grantees. Our IAAs are changing that dynamic by infusing
new expertise, new networks, and new applicants into education programs. In this fiscal year, ED
and its partner agencies have received a historic number of applications compared to previous
years’ grant competitions. And in several competitions, we have reached record application
levels, including many instances where applications more than doubled.

One clear example is the Child Care Access Means Parents in School program, or CCAMPIS, a
program slated for elimination in the President’s Budget because of its misalignment in purpose
at ED. Under our partnership with HHS’s Administration for Children and Families (ACF),
CCAMPIS received almost 300 applications, nearly double the 161 applications received in
last competition of the program. By placing CCAMPIS alongside other relevant programs within
ACEF’s Office of Early Childhood Development, HHS is using its existing relationships with
childcare providers, community organizations, and early childhood networks to reach new
applicants and better connect federal support to low-income student parents and their children.

The same progress is visible across competitions ranging from literacy to career preparation. At a
time when too many children are struggling to read at their grade level, our nation cannot afford
stale approaches. This fiscal year, ED’s Office of Elementary and Secondary Education ran grant
competitions in partnership with the Department of Labor’s (DOL) Employment and Training
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Administration (ETA) and in many grant competitions, saw an increase in applications
compared to the most recent competition in FY 2023. Thanks to our partnership with DOL, ED
programs received a stronger pool of applicants and a greater opportunity to support programs
that can help more students develop the literacy skills needed to succeed in school and in life.

These gains extend beyond the elementary classroom: the new Career Pathways Exploration
competition, run in conjunction with DOL, received applications from 33 eligible state
education agencies. These increases show that by partnering with other agencies, we are making
grant competitions more robust and more responsive to state needs. State leaders report that
current and would-be grantees are taking their priorities more seriously, and organizations that
have not previously pursued federal grants are now considering applying because they see a
stronger focus on students, innovation, and results.

Streamlined Government Operations

Our IAAs are not only making grants more competitive, they are breaking down silos that have
long made federal programs hard for states and grantees to navigate. Through our Workforce
Development Partnership with DOL, ED has detailed staff from the Office of Career, Technical,
and Adult Education (OCTAE) to ETA, integrating personnel and workflows across closely
related education and workforce programs. Since this agreement was signed, we have obligated
$4.3 billion to date for career, technical, and adult education grants, and processed more
than 6,000 individual grant payments, totaling over $1.6 billion.

We have also helped a record number of states combine plans drafted under the Workforce
Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) and the Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical
Education Act, reducing red tape and enabling joint review, monitoring, and accountability.
Instead of receiving conflicting feedback from two federal agencies, states now receive clearer,
more consistent guidance. DOL and ED have also jointly reimagined higher education funding
opportunities to no longer sideline socioeconomically disadvantaged students seeking a
postsecondary credential other than a degree. Moreover, ETA and the Office of Postsecondary
Education within ED have conducted nearly a dozen joint webinars and technical assistance
sessions discussing how to embed work-based models of learning, like Registered
Apprenticeships, in their traditional degree programs. This federal alignment is being mirrored in
state capitals as unemployment insurance directors, state workforce directors, and education
officials communicate more directly about workforce gaps and how education and training
programs can close them.

And as states recognize this success, Washington is beginning to catch on. We would like to
thank Chairman Tim Walberg for acknowledging this partnership’s record of success and
including language in 4 Stronger Workforce for America Act of 2026, which would permanently
move the Adult Education program authorized under Title II of WIOA to DOL. This bill passed
the House Education and Workforce Committee on April 21, 2026.*

This same problem-solving approach is guiding our partnership with the Department of the
Treasury and Federal Student Aid, where the agencies are working to automate the loan

4 Press Release, Committee on Education & Workforce, @EdWorkforceCmte Passes Walberg Bill to Help More
Americans Gain Skills and Find Jobs (Apr. 21, 2026)
https://edworkforce.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=413244.
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rehabilitation process so defaulted borrowers can complete the application electronically instead
of relying on archaic processes such as filling out paper forms that must be printed and then
emailed or faxed. The Federal Student Assistance Partnership has also helped resolve system
issues introduced during the Biden Administration that made it difficult for borrowers to use loan
consolidation to exit default. And recent regulatory changes made by ED will streamline
defaulted borrowers’ transition into income-driven repayment by empowering them to import
their financial information from the Internal Revenue Service with a single click.

Together, these efforts show that IAAs are not adding red tape; they are cutting through it.

Students, parents, and teachers will have no disruptions to their education experience. State
Education Agencies, local school districts, institutions of higher education, and other education
grantees will continue working with ED experts detailed to partner agencies. ED staff will
continue to serve as resources for technical assistance and questions. In fact, this is worth
emphasizing: ED’s expertise is found in the staff doing the work, not in the office building where
they are doing the work. Detailing ED staff to our partner agencies places them in close
proximity to other staff with complementary expertise, facilitating conversations that lead to
genuine programmatic enhancements.

Better Results from Better Alignment

The federal government serves its citizens best when programs are managed with the right
expertise, the right relationships, and the right operational capacity. Our IAAs allow ED to
preserve its legal responsibilities while drawing on the strengths of partner agencies that are
better positioned to help certain programs succeed. Administering Section 117 of the Higher
Education Act of 1965 is a clear example. The law requires institutions of higher education to
report certain foreign gifts and contracts, which has national security implications for America’s
research enterprise often developed at taxpayer supported research universities. The Department
of State (State) is uniquely positioned to support that work because it already maintains active
and robust relationships with more than 900 colleges and universities. By partnering with
State, ED can strengthen Section 117 enforcement by harnessing State’s working knowledge of
institutions of higher education and national security expertise. That is not duplication; it is
alignment.

While this kind of coordination may seem obvious, the absence of alignment has too often
created confusion, inefficiency, and unnecessary burdens for the communities these programs are
meant to serve. For generations, Tribal leaders have had to navigate overlapping responsibilities
and inconsistent directives across ED, the Department of the Interior (DOI), and DOL. Through
our Indian Education Partnership, ED is reducing fragmentation and improving coordination for
Native students, Tribal leaders, and Native-serving programs. Earlier this year, ED held the
largest tribal consultation in its history, with more than 1,000 attendees, and released a Tribal
Consultation Summary Report reflecting hundreds of comments on implementation. ED and
DOI are also co-administering the FY 2026 State Tribal Education Partnership grant competition
to support collaboration among Tribal Education Agencies, State Education Agencies, and local
school districts. These efforts show that better alignment is not just an internal management
improvement; it is a way to make federal programs more responsive, better informed, and more
accountable to the communities they serve.



The evidence is clear: these agreements are not expanding bureaucracy; they are correcting
failures that too often put process ahead of performance, and ultimately, the American people.
By increasing competition in grantmaking, streamlining government operations, and better
aligning federal agencies with the work they are best equipped to perform, we are ensuring that
essential federal education functions once again serve students, families, states, institutions, and
taxpayers. With our signatures, you will see a list of all 14 partnerships, which demonstrates the
breadth of work undertaken by dedicated staff who know that America’s students and educators
deserve a new model to achieve lasting success.

In addition, we want to reiterate the President’s promise to wind down the Department of
Education and return authority over education to the States, including by transferring its
programs to other agencies that can deliver better results. Through these partnerships the
Administration has done what it can under current law to make good on this promise. The
Administration expects Congress to take its own action to make permanent changes to reduce
federal bureaucracy, ease administrative burdens, and ensure these programs better serve
students and families.

We respectfully request your support as we work to deliver on the President’s mandate to build
an education system worthy of America’s students and America’s future.
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Lifida E. McMahon
Secretary of Education
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