
THE SECRETARY OF EDUCATION 
WASHINGTON, DC 20202 

DATE:  Thursday, August 7, 2025 

MEMORANDUM TO: Matthew Soldner   
Acting Director, Institute of Education Sciences & 
Acting Commissioner, National Center for Education Statistics 

FROM: Linda McMahon  
Secretary of Education 

SUBJECT: Ensuring Transparency in Higher Education Admissions 

Today, President Donald J. Trump issued a Presidential Memorandum stressing the importance 
of transparency in the admissions processes of our institutions of higher education. From the start 
of this Administration, the President has worked to ensure that colleges and universities that take 
advantage of Federal funding prioritize merit and prepare students for rewarding careers that 
advance American success. Improving transparency in admissions is a major step toward 
rededicating our universities to merit and excellence.  

In 2023, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled in Students for Fair Admissions v. Harvard that 
discrimination on the basis of race in admissions is a violation of the Equal Protection Clause of 
the Fourteenth Amendment and Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. It took years of 
litigation and court-ordered discovery to access the information necessary to uncover Harvard’s 
race-based admissions practices. It should not be this onerous. American taxpayers and aspiring 
college students deserve to know if the institutions they fund and to which they apply are 
discriminating on the basis of race.  

Currently, the Department’s Institute for Education Sciences (IES) collects a wide range of data 
from colleges and universities. The Higher Education Act of 1965, as amended, (HEA) directs 
that the Commissioner for Education Statistics, housed under IES in the National Center for 
Education Statistics (NCES), continue to update and improve the Integrated Postsecondary 
Education Data System (IPEDS). In order to increase transparency in college and university 
admissions, President Trump has determined that the admissions data collected by IPEDS should 
be enhanced to capture information that could indicate whether institutions of higher education 
are using race-based preferencing in their admissions processes.  

As it stands, every postsecondary institution that is a recipient of Title IV HEA funds signs a 
Program Participation Agreement with the U.S. Department of Education. Pursuant to this 
agreement, it is mandatory that all institutions that wish to participate in any program authorized 



under Title IV complete all IPEDS surveys in a timely and accurate manner. The completion of 
the surveys is mandated by 20 U.S.C. § 1094, Section 487(a)(17) and 34 CFR § 668.14(b)(19). 

The collection and reporting of data on race/ethnicity and sex for students is mandatory for all 
institutions that receive, are applicants for, or expect to be applicants for Federal financial 
assistance as defined in the Department's regulations implementing Title VI of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964 (34 CFR part 100), or defined in any Department regulation implementing Title IX 
of the Education Amendments of 1972 (34 CFR part 106). Yet, the current survey neglects to 
collect important information that could reveal whether universities are discriminating against 
applicants based on race. 

Today, I am directing NCES to make the following changes within the 120-day timeline 
contained in the Presidential Memorandum, which shall be initiated during the 2025-2026 school 
year. Going forward, the Department will collect data disaggregated by race and sex relating to 
the applicant pool, admitted cohort, and enrolled cohort at the undergraduate level, and for 
specific graduate and professional programs. 

Institutions will also be required to report quantitative measures of applicants and admitted 
students’ academic achievement such as standardized test scores, GPAs, first-generation-college-
student status, and other applicant characteristics, for each race-and-sex pair.  

I am directing NCES to expand the scope of the collection for enrolled cohorts to include data 
for each race-and-sex pair’s graduation rates, final GPAs, financial aid offered, financial aid 
provided, and other relevant measures. I am also instructing NCES to determine if any additional 
information is needed from postsecondary institutions to ensure IPEDS fulfills the mission of 
providing transparency in admissions. 

Finally, to ensure the information collected by the Department is accurate and reliable, I am 
directing NCES to develop a rigorous quality assurance process for reported data. For too long, 
the Department has operated without verifying whether data submitted to IPEDS is accurate and 
consistently reported across institutions.  

Students and their parents deserve to know whether the institutions to which they are applying 
are admitting students based on an objective assessment of merit and achievement. President 
Trump’s Memorandum is a welcome requirement for this Department that furthers our goal of 
restoring public confidence in higher education. 

08/07/2025 
Linda McMahon Date  
U.S. Secretary of Education 


