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Note Regarding Webinar

» Slides are for guidance only and information has been
summarized due to logistics of the webinar

» Please read the entire notice inviting applications,
INstructions, and all other references or related statutes,
regulations, instructions, etc.

» Please review the recorded webinar fitled "Applying for
Oftfice of Special Education Programs Discretionary Grants”
for additional information related to subbmitting an
application
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https://youtu.be/cfWG-ANzO5E
https://youtu.be/cfWG-ANzO5E

Application Timelines

» NIA published in the Federal Register June 25, 2025.

- Applications due no later than 11:59:59 p.m. Eastern Time on
July 25, 2025.

OS E P OFFICE OF SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS
OFFICE OF SPECIAL EDUCATION AND REHABILITATIVE SERVICES



Application Package

» Dear Applicant Letter

» Nofice Inviting Applications
« Federal Register Notice
- Grants.gov System Submission Procedures and Tips for Applicants

» Priority Description and Selection Criteria
» General Information

» Required Forms
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Program Information

Purpose

Eligible Applicants
Number of Awards
Funding Levels

Project Period
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Assistance Listing Number [84.373M] (B

» Technical Assistance on State Data Collection program

» Purpose: To improve the capacity of States to meet the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) data
collection and reporfing requirements
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Purpose

» The purpose of this priority is to fund an IDEA Data
Management Center.
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Fligible Applicants e

» SEAS;
» State lead agencies under Part C of the IDEA;

» LEASs, including public charter schools that are considered LEAS
under State law;

» |HEsS;

» other public agencies;

» private nonprofit organizations;

» freely associated States and outlying areas;
» Indian Tribes or Tribal organizations;

» and for-profit organizations
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Award Information

* Awards are for a maximum of

$2,700,000 per year for 5 years.

* This program uses an unrestricted

indirect cost rate. $2,700,000
* This program does not include any 1 award(s) expected

program-specific limitation on
administrative expenses.
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Competition Information

Expected Project Outcomes and Activities
Application Narrative and Selection Criteria
Project Assurances

General Requirements
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Expected Project Outcomes (1 of 5)

a) Increased capacity of States to use inferagency
agreements or other mechanisms to coordinate and
integrate IDEA Part B and IDEA Part C data required under
sections 616 and 618 of IDEA within their SLDS while meeting
the applicable privacy requirements under Parts B and C of
the IDEA and FERPA (which may include developing or
disseminating TA resources on privacy, interagency
agreements on data sharing and/or data coordination,
and integration);
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Expected Project Outcomes (2 of 5)

b) Increased use of IDEA Part B and IDEA Part C data within States
by developing products to allow States to report their special
education, preschool special education, and early intervention
data to various partners (e.g., other State agencies,
policymakers, school and early care and education program
personnel, local and State school boards, local educational
agency (LEA) administrators, early care and education
childhood administrators, researchers, charter school
authorizers, parents and advocates, Indian Tribes, and Tribal
organizations) through their longitudinal data systems;
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Expected Project Outcomes (3 of 5)

c) Increased number of States that use data governance and
data management procedures to increase their capacity
to meet the IDEA Part B and IDEA Part C reporting
requirements under sections 616 and 618 of IDEA;

d) Increased capacity of States to uftilize their SLDS and ECIDS
to collect, report, analyze, and use high-quality IDEA Part B
and IDEA Part C data (including data required under
sections 616, 618, and 642 of IDEA);

OS E P OFFICE OF SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS R
OFFICE OF SPECIAL EDUCATION AND REHABILITATIVE SERVICES 7



Expected Project Outcomes (4 of 5)

e) Increased capacity of States to use their SLDS and ECIDS to
analyze high-quality data on the participation and
outcomes of children with disabllities who receive services
under IDEA and under Title | of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1965, as amended (ESEA), to
Improve IDEA and ESEA programs and the outcomes of
children with disabillities; and

OS E P OFFICE OF SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS R
OFFICE OF SPECIAL EDUCATION AND REHABILITATIVE SERVICES 7



Expected Project Outcomes (5 of 5)

f)

Increased capacity of States to coordinate and use
available IDEA Part C early infervention data with IDEA Part
B preschool special education data (and to infegrate or
ink such data with ECIDS, it applicable) to analyze high-
quality data on the participation and outcomes of infanfs,
toddlers, and children with disabilities served under IDEA
who may also parficipate in other programs and services
(e.g., child care, Early Head Start, Head Start, publicly
funded preschool, and home visiting programs).
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Narrative & Selection Criteria

» Significance

» Quality of Project Design

» Quality of the Project Evaluation

» Adequacy of Resources and Quality of Project Personnel

» Quality of the Management Plan
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Significance: NIA Narrative

Demonsirate how the proposed project will...

|} Address State challenges associated with State data
management procedures, data systems architecture, and
building EDFacts data files and reports for fimely reporting
of the IDEA Part B and IDEA Part C data to the Department
and the public.

SYLOER
& ;'7!""7 ('}
O S E P OFFICE OF SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS e
OFFICE OF SPECIAL EDUCATION AND REHABILITATIVE SERVICES




Significance: Selection Ciriteria (0-10 points)

In determining the significance of the proposed project, the

Secretary
1) The ex
or cha

considers the following criteria:
'ent o which the specific nature and magnitude of gaps
lenges are identified and the extent to which these gaps

or cha

lenges will be addressed by the services, supports,

INnfrastructure, or opportunities described in the proposed
project.

2] The importance or magnitude of the results or outcomes likely to
be attained by the proposed project, especially contributions
toward improving teaching practice and student learning and
achievement.
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Quality of Project Design: NIA Narrative

Demonsirate how the proposed project will...
I} Achieve its goals, objectives, and intended outcomes

Z2) Use a conceptual framework (and provide a copy in
Appendix A) to develop project plans and activities,
describing any underlying concepts, assumptions,
expectations, beliefs, or theories, as well as the presumed
relationships or linkages among these variables, and any
empirical support for this framework
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Quality of Project Design: NIA Narrative, cont’'d

Demonsirate how the proposed project will...

3) Be based on current research and make use of evidence-
based practices (EBPs).

4) Develop products and provide services that are of high
quality and sufficient intensity and duration to achieve the
InNfended outcomes of the proposed project.

OS E P OFFICE OF SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS g
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Quality of Project Design: Selection Criteria (0-35 points)

» In determining the quality of the proposed project
evaluation, the Secretary considers the following factors:

1) The extent to which the goals, objectives, and outcomes to be
achieved by the proposed project are clearly specified,
measurable, and ambitious yet achievable within the project
period, and aligned with the purposes of the grant program.

72) The quality of the logic model or other conceptual framework
underlying the proposed project, including how inputs are related
to outcomes.
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Quality of Project Design: Selection Criteria (0-35 points), cont’'d

3) The extent to which the services to be provided by the
proposed project reflect up-to-date knowledge and an
evidence-based project component.

4) The extent to which the training or professional development
services to be provided by the proposed project are of
sufficient quality, intensity, and duration to build recipient and
project capacity in ways that lead to improvements in practice
among the recipients of those services.

5] The extent to which the services to be provided by the
proposed project involve the use of efficient strategies,
Including the use of technology, as appropriate, and the
leveraging of non-project resources.
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Quality of the Project Evaluation: NIA Narrative

Include an evaluation plan for the project developed in consultation with
and implemented by a third-party evaluator. The plan must include...

)

Articulate formative and summative evaluation questions, including
Important process and outcome evaluation questions. These
questions must be related to the project’s proposed logic model
required under paragraph (b)(2)(ii);

Describe how progress in and fidelity of implementation, as well as
project outcomes, will be measured to answer the evaluation
questions. Specify the measures and associated instruments or
sources for data appropriate to the evaluation questions. Include
information regarding reliability and validity of measures where
appropriate;
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Quality of the Project Evaluation: NIA Narrative, cont’d

3)

Describe strategies for analyzing data and how data collected as
part of this plan will be used to inform and improve service delivery
over the course of the project and o refine the proposed logic
model and evaluation plan, including subsequent data collection;
Provide a timeline for conducting the evaluation and include staff
assignments for completing the plan. The timeline must indicate that
the data will be available annually for the Annual Performance
Report (APR) and at the end of Year 2; and

Dedicate sufficient funds in each budget year to cover the costs of
developing or refining the evaluation plan in consultation with a third-
party evaluator, as well as the costs associated with the
Implementation of the evaluation plan by the third-party evaluator.
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Quality of the Project Evaluation: Selection Criteria (0-20 points)

» In determining the quality of the proposed project
evaluation, the Secretary considers the following factors:

1) The extent to which the methods of evaluation or other evidence-
building are thorough, feasible, relevant, and appropriate to the
goals, objectives, and outcomes of the proposed project.

7] The extent to which the methods of evaluation or other evidence-
building are designed to measure the fidelity of implementation of
the project.
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Quality of the Project Evaluation: Sel

ection Criteria (0-20 points), cont’'d

3) The extent to which the methods of evaluation or other
evidence-building will provide performance feedback and
provide formative, diagnostic, or interim data that is a
periodic assessment of progress foward achieving intfended

outcomes.

4) The extent to which the mes
evidence-building include 1
performance measures tha

'hods of evaluation or other
ne use of objective
- are clearly related to the

InNfended outcomes of the project and will produce quality
data that are quantitative and qualitative.
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Adequacy of Resources: NIA Narrative

Demonsirate how ...
1) The project will make positive efforts to employ and advance in
employment qualified individuals with disabillifies;

Z2) The applicant and any key partners have adequate resources
to carry out the proposed activities; and

3) The proposed costs are reasonable in relation to the
anticipated results and benefits, and funds will be spent in o
way that increases their efficiency and cost-effectiveness,
iINncluding by reducing waste or achieving better outcomes.
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Adequacy of Resources: Selection Criteria (0-15 pfs)

In determining the adequacy of resources for the proposed project, the
Secretary considers the following factors:

1) The qualifications, including relevant training and experience, of
project consultants or subcontractors.

?) The extent to which the evaluator has the qualifications, including the
relevant training, experience, and independence, required to
conduct an evaluation of the proposed project, including experience
conducting evaluations of similar methodology as proposed and with
evaluations for the proposed population and setfing.
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Adequacy of Resources: Selection Criteria (0-15 pfts), cont’'d

3) The adequacy of support for the project, including facilities,
equipment, supplies, and other resources, from the applicant or the
lead applicant organization.

4) The relevance and demonstrated commitment of each partner in the
proposed project to the implementation and success of the project.

5) The extent to which the budget is adequate to support the proposed
project and the costs are reasonable in relation to the objectives,
design, and potential significance of the proposed project.
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Quality of the Management Plan: NIA Narrative

Demonstrate how ...

The proposed management plan will ensure that the project’s
iInfended outcomes will be achieved on time and within budget.
Key project personnel and any consultants and subcontractors will
be allocated and how these allocations are appropriate and
adequate to achieve the project’s infended outcomes;

The proposed key project personnel, consultants, and subconfractors
have the qualifications and experience to carry out the proposed
activities and achieve the project’s infended outcomes; and

The proposed management plan will ensure that the products and
services provided are of high quality, relevant, and useful to
recipients.
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Quality of Management Plan (0-20 points) (1 of 3)

In determining the quality of the management plan for the
proposed project, the Secretary considers the following factors:

1) The feasibility of the management plan to achieve project
objectives and goals on time and within budget, including
clearly defined responsibilities, timelines, and milestones for
accomplishing project tasks.

2) The extent to which the time commitments of the project
director and principal investigator and other key project
personnel are appropriate and adequate to meet the
objectives of the proposed project.
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Quality of Management Plan (0-20 points) (2 of 3)

3)

The extent to which the project director or principal investigator,
when hired, has the qualifications required for the project, including
formal training or work experience in fields related to the objectives of
the project and experience in designing, managing, or implementing
similar projects for the target population to be served by the project.

The extent to which the key personnel in the project, when hired,
have the qualifications required for the proposed project, including
formal training or work experience in fields related to the objectives of
the project, and represent or have lived experiences of the target
population.
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Quality of Management Plan (0-20 points) (3 of 3)

5) The adequacy of mechanisms for ensuring high-
quality and accessible products and services from
the proposed project for the target population.
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Selection Criteria

» Significance of the Project (10 points)
» Quality of Project Services (35 points)
» Quality of the project evaluation (20 points)
» Adequacy of resources (15 points)
» Quality of the management plan (20 points)
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AS YOU review the requirements, keep in mind:

» Starting in year 2, the project will develop, in partnership with the
Department, an open-source electronic tool to assist States with
INnking and integrating their IDEA Part C early intervention and
DEA Part B preschool special education data with other
data/data systems associated with other Federal programs and
services that support infants, toddlers, and young children and
their families, in order to provide high-quality reporting of the
IDEA Part C data and IDEA Part B preschool special education
data required under sections 616 and 618 of IDEA; drive program
improvement; improve results for children with disabilities; and
Improve compliance accountability.
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General Requirements & Assurances

» Make positive efforts to employ and advance in employment qualified
individuals with disabilities

» Involve individuals with disabllities, or parents of individuals with
disabilities ages birth through 26, in planning, implementing, and
evaluating the project

» Maintain high-quality welbsite

» Budget for attendance at in-person kick-off meeting, Project Director’s
meetings, and additional Department briefings or conferences

» Budget for a 5% set-aside to support emerging needs

» Include, iIn Appendix A, an assurance to assist OSEP with the fransfer of
pertinent resources and products during the transition to a new award
at the end of this award period, as appropriate.
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Subgrants and contracts

» Under 34 CFR 75.708(b) and (c), a grantee under this
competition may award subgrants--to directly carry out project
activities described in its application--to the following types of
enftities:

* IHEs,

* nonprofit organizations suitable to carry out the activities proposed in the
application, and

* public agencies.

The grantee may award subgrants to entities it has idenfified in an
approved application or that it selects through a competition under
procedures established by the grantee, consistent with 34 CFR 75.708(b)(2).
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Submission Information

Application Submission
Submiission Tips
Ineligible Applications
Application Tips

OS E P OFFICE OF SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS
OFFICE OF SPECIAL EDUCATION AND REHABILITATIVE SERVICES



Application Submission

» Applications must be submitted electronically using Grants.gowv.
» Applications may not be submitted via email.

» Applications must be submitted no later than 11:59:59 p.m.,
Eastern Time, on July 25, 2025.

» Application narrative sections and all other attfachments o the
application must be uploaded as a PDF (preferred) or Microsoft
Word file.

» Format narratives and attachments with accessibility in mind.
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Submission Tips

» Register early. Grants.gov may take five or more business
days to complete. Be sure that your registration with the
System for Award Management (SAM) is current.

» Submit early. Don’t wait until the last day to submit your
application. Grants.gov will put a date/time stamp on your
application and then process it after it is fully uploaded.

» Verify submission is ok. Verity that Grants.gov received your
submission on time and that it was validated successfully.
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Application Tips

» Maximum funding levels for each grant are noted in the notice.

» Recommended organization, page limits, spacing, and font sizes
facilitate the application review process.

» PDF files facilitate the consolidating of application elements and
review process.

» Read carefully "Grants.gov Submission Procedures and Tips for
Applicants” found in section B of the application package.

» More about document accessibility at OSEP Ideas That Work:
Resources for Grantees: 508 Accessibility.
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https://osepideasthatwork.org/resources-grantees/508-resources
https://osepideasthatwork.org/resources-grantees/508-resources

Ineligible Applications

» Duplicate applications

» Applications received after deadline (July 25, 2025, at
11:59:59 p.m., Eastern Time).

» Applications not addressing the published priority.
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Further Information

Amy Bae

Amy.Bae@ed.gov
202-987-1557
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Thank you for your interest and attention. (&

OSEP

OFFICE OF SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS

OFFICE OF SPECIAL EDUCATION AND REHABILITATIVE SERVICES
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
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