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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

OFFICE OF ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION

February 26, 2026 

The Honorable Lindel Fields  

Superintendent of Public Instruction  

Oklahoma State Department of Education 

2500 North Lincoln Boulevard  

Oklahoma City, OK 73105-4599 

Dear Superintendent Fields: 

I am writing in response to the Oklahoma State Department of Education’s (OSDE’s) request on 

December 22, 2025, for a waiver of section 1111(b)(2)(D)(i)(I) of the Elementary and Secondary 

Education Act of 1965 (ESEA), which stipulates that a State may not assess more than 1.0 

percent of all students in the grades assessed using an alternate assessment aligned with alternate 

academic achievement standards (AA-AAAS). Oklahoma requested this waiver extension 

because, based on State data for school year (SY) 2024-2025, OSDE concluded that it may 

exceed the 1.0 percent cap on AA-AAAS participation in reading/language arts (R/LA), 

mathematics, and science. 

After reviewing OSDE’s waiver extension request, I am granting, pursuant to my authority under 

section 8401(b) of the ESEA, for school year 2025-2026, a one-year extension of the waiver of 

section 1111(b)(2)(D)(i)(I) of the ESEA so that the State may assess more than 1.0 percent of the 

total number of students in the State who are assessed in R/LA, mathematics and science using 

an AA-AAAS. 

As part of this waiver extension, OSDE assured that it: 

• Will continue to meet all other requirements of section 1111 of the ESEA and implement

regulations with respect to all State-determined academic standards and assessments,

including reporting student achievement and school performance, disaggregated by

subgroups, to parents and the public.

• Will require that a local educational agency (LEA) submit information justifying the need

of the LEA to assess more than 1.0 percent of its assessed students in any such subject

with an AA-AAAS.

• Will provide appropriate oversight of an LEA that is required to submit such information

to the State.

• Will verify that each LEA that is required to submit such information to the State is

following all State guidelines in 34 CFR § 200.6(d) – excluding (d)(6) – and will address

any subgroup disproportionality in the percentage of students taking an AA-AAAS.

• Will implement, consistent with the plan submitted in OSDE’s waiver extension request,

system improvements and will monitor future administrations of the AA-AAAS to avoid

exceeding the 1.0 percent cap.
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As a reminder, 34 CFR § 200.6(c)(3)(iv) requires a State to make publicly available the 

information submitted by an LEA justifying the need to assess more than 1.0 percent of its 

students on the AAAAAS, provided that such information does not reveal personally identifiable 

information about an individual student. I also encourage you to publish your State’s plan, 

timeline, and progress in reducing the percentage of students taking the AA-AAAS.  

Given the workplan submitted by OSDE, I expect to continue to see positive results of this plan 

in the 2025-2026 school year and beyond. OSDE has reduced the number and percentage of 

students assessed on an AA-AAAS between the 2017-2018 and 2024-2025 school years. Thank 

you for your continued efforts in achieving such progress. Future requests for a waiver extension 

will continue to expect both continued progress implementing your plan and progress in reducing 

the current percentage of students taking the AA-AAAS in all tested subjects. 

I appreciate your work to improve Oklahoma’s schools and provide a high-quality education for 

your students. If you have any questions, please contact my staff at ESEA.Assessment@ed.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Kirsten Baesler 

Assistant Secretary 

Office of Elementary and Secondary Education 

cc: Catherine Boomer, OSDE Executive Director of Assessments 

/s/

mailto:ESEA.Assessment@ed.gov
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December 19, 2025 

Oklahoma State Department of Education (OSDE) 

Public Notice and Comment Period 

Waiver Request Pursuant to 34 C.F.R. §200.6(c)(4) 

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) amended a provision of Title 1 of the 

Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 related to students participating in 

alternate assessments of each State Education Agency’s (SEA’s) statewide 

assessment. The ESSA requires SEAs to submit waiver requests to the U.S. 

Department of Education if they have more than 1.0 percent of their student testing 

population participating in the alternate assessment in any subject area. OSDE 

anticipates Oklahoma will exceed the 1.0 percent cap based on preliminary data. 

Oklahoma was granted a waiver for the 2024-2025 school year. The Oklahoma State 

Department of Education (OSDE) is requesting from the Secretary for the United States 

Department of Education an extension of the waiver of the 1.0 percent cap in ESEA 

section 1111(b)(2)(D)(i)(I) on the number of students who participate in alternate 

assessments aligned with alternate academic achievement standards (AA-AAAS) for 

the 2025-2026 school year for subject areas math, ELA, and science. 

Oklahoma LEAs best understand how to identify the most appropriate assessment for 

students with disabilities. Our LEAs submit Justification Statements, provide assurances 

from superintendents, and utilize OSDE-provided resources. OSDE-SES continues to 

address this area of need by providing supports and exploring new methods to reach the 

1.0 percent cap. 

OSDE sought comments on this waiver extension request. Any individual or organization 

was able to submit written comments on the proposed waiver pursuant to 34 C.F.R. 

§200.6(c)(4). OSDE provided statewide notice by sending a memo through the Special 

Education listserv and posting the waiver application on the Oklahoma State Department 

of Education, Special Education Services (OSDE-SES) webpage. Comments and 

questions were submitted to Sherri Coats, Program Director, Special Education Services, 

using the following email:abby.johnson@sde.ok.gov. Public comments were submitted no 

later than 5:00 pm Monday, December 1, 2025. Comments and Submission Form are 

included in Attachments 1 & 2.  After receiving the public comments, OSDE reviewed the 

public comments and will use the comments to inform training about the 1.0% monitoring 

of districts moving forward.  
Oklahoma State Department of Education | December 19, 2025 

mailto:abby.johnson@sde.ok.gov
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Section 1: Waiver Request 

Requirement 1 – (§200.6(c)(4)(i)): Submit the waiver request at least 90 days before the testing window starts for the 

relevant subject. 
OSDE Response Supporting Evidence 

OSDE-SES indicated the dates of its alternate assessment 
testing window and confirmed that the waiver request was 
being submitted 90 days prior to the beginning of the testing 
window. 

The Oklahoma Alternate Assessment Program’s (OAAP) 
operational window is March 24, 2026, through May 14, 2026. 
OSDE will submit a waiver request to the U.S. Department of 
Education for the subject areas of math, ELA, and science prior 
to Wednesday, December 24, 2025. 

• Date that is 90 days prior to the start date for the OAAP: 
December 24, 2025. 

• OAAP Year-End Operational Window (required) is 
March 24, 2026, through May 14, 2026. 

• Instructionally Embedded (IE) assessments are for 
instructional purposes and are optional for LEAs. The IE 
window is September 9, 2025, through February 20, 
2026. 

• The OAAP testing schedule is disseminated through the 
Special Education Listserv and is posted to the OAAP  
webpage. 

• A memo detailing the testing schedule was sent to 
the LEAs through the Special Education Listserv on 
August 27, 2025. (see attachment 3) 

https://oklahoma.gov/education/services/special-education/assessment.html
https://oklahoma.gov/education/services/special-education/assessment.html
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Requirement 2 (A) - (§200.6(c)(4)(ii)(A)): Provide State-level data from the current or previous year that shows the number 

and percent in each subgroup who took the alternate assessment in the subject area. 

2024-2025 Oklahoma Student Participation in ELA by Subgroup 

Subgroup 
Number participating in 

statewide assessment (ELA) 
2025 

Number participating in the 
OAAP (ELA) 2025 

Percent participating in the OAAP 
(ELA) 2025 

All students 351065 4777 1.36% 

Black 26904 596 2.22% 

White 153112 1957 1.28% 

Hispanic 74370 973 1.31% 

Economically disadvantaged 217878 3872 1.78% 

English Learner 39166 580 1.48% 

Homeless 9371 174 1.86% 

Asian 8646 141 1.63% 

Hawaiian/Pacific Islander 1705 36 2.11% 

Two or More Races 49308 665 1.35% 

American Indian/Alaskan Native 37018 428 1.16% 

Male 180204 3166 1.76% 

Female 170859 1630 0.95% 
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2024-2025 Oklahoma Student Participation in Math by Subgroup 

Subgroup 
Number participating in 
statewide assessment 

(Math) 2025 

Number participating in the 
OAAP (Math) 2024 

Percent participating in the OAAP 
(Math) 2024 

All students 350870 4776 1.36% 

Black 26888 596 2.22% 

White 153018 1959 1.28% 

Hispanic 74312 974 1.31% 

Economically disadvantaged 217684 3872 1.78% 

English Learner 39134 581 1.48% 

Homeless 9352 174 1.86% 

Asian 8648 141 1.63% 

Hawaiian/Pacific Islander 1701 36 2.12% 

Two or More Races 49302 663 1.34% 

American Indian/Alaskan Native 36999 427 1.15% 

Male 180086 3166 1.76% 

Female 170782 1630 0.95% 
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2024-2025 Oklahoma Student Participation in Science by Subgroup 

Subgroup 
Number participating in 
statewide assessment 

(Science) 2025 

Number participating in the 
OAAP (Science) 2025 

Percent participating in the 
OAAP (Science) 2025 

All students 150127 1925 1.28% 

Black 11325 230 2.03% 

White 66322 845 1.27% 

Hispanic 31780 379 1.19% 

Economically disadvantaged 90106 1548 1.72% 

English Learner 15460 212 1.37% 

Homeless 3869 72 1.86% 

Asian 3608 52 1.44% 

Hawaiian/Pacific Islander 678 14 2.06% 

Two or More Races 20494 223 1.09% 

American Indian/Alaskan Native 15919 187 1.17% 

Male 76984 1250 1.62% 

Female 73141 680 0.93% 
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Requirement 2 (B) - (§200.6(c)(4)(ii)(B)): Provide State-level data from the current or previous year on the overall 
assessment participation rate for all students and for students with disabilities. 

Group All Students Grades 3-8 and High School ELA 
Students with Disabilities 

Grades 3-8 and High School ELA 

Students Assessed 351065 68016 

Students Enrolled 354926 69163 

Assessment Participation Rate 98.91% 98.34% 

Group 
All Students Grades 3-8 and High School 

Math 
Students with Disabilities 

Grades 3-8 and High School Math 

Students Assessed 350870 67963 

Students Enrolled 354841 69137 

Assessment Participation Rate 98.88% 98.30% 

Group 
All Students Grades 3-8 and High School 

Science 
Students with Disabilities 

Grades 3-8 and High School Science 

Students Assessed 150127 27225 

Students Enrolled 152786 27912 

Assessment Participation Rate 98.26% 97.54% 
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Requirement 3 (A) – (§200.6(c)(4)(iii)(A)): Provide assurance that districts over 1.0 percent participation in the alternate 
assessment followed the state’s participation guidelines. 

OSDE Response Supporting Evidence 

OSDE-SES has assured that it has verified that each district with 
more than 1.0 percent participation in the OAAP followed the 
state’s guidelines for participation. 

Each LEA that is over 1.0% provides a written assurance to 
address the following: 

• IEP teams followed the state’s Criteria Checklist 
for Assessing Students with Disabilities on 
Alternate Assessments 

• IEP teams are correctly identifying students with the 
most significant cognitive disabilities based on the 
evidence in the Criteria Checklist for Assessing Students 
with Disabilities on Alternate Assessments 

• IEP teams are informing parents/guardians of the 
implications associated with their child being assessed 
on the alternate assessment (Parent Brochure) 

• IEP teams have completed the Criteria Checklist 
for Assessing Students with Disabilities on 
Alternate Assessments in our online IEP platform. 
(see attachment 4) 

Assurance statements regarding the responsibility of IEP teams 
to follow the AA-AAAS participation requirements are gathered 
annually from all LEA Superintendents as part of their 
Assurances and LEA Agreements prior to the start of each new 
fiscal year. LEAs must complete Assurances before they can 
submit their LEA agreement. OSDE makes no payments until 
assurances and agreements are approved. The OSDE-SES 
utilizes an online grants management system to gather the 
assurance statements. (See attachment 5)  

https://oklahoma.gov/content/dam/ok/en/osde/documents/services/special-education/special-ed-assessment/OAAP%20Fillable%20Criteria%20Checklist%20Parent%20Consent.pdf
https://oklahoma.gov/content/dam/ok/en/osde/documents/services/special-education/special-ed-assessment/OAAP%20Fillable%20Criteria%20Checklist%20Parent%20Consent.pdf
https://oklahoma.gov/content/dam/ok/en/osde/documents/services/special-education/special-ed-assessment/OAAP%20Fillable%20Criteria%20Checklist%20Parent%20Consent.pdf
https://oklahoma.gov/content/dam/ok/en/osde/documents/services/special-education/special-ed-assessment/OAAP%20Fillable%20Criteria%20Checklist%20Parent%20Consent.pdf
https://oklahoma.gov/content/dam/ok/en/osde/documents/services/special-education/special-ed-assessment/OAAP%20Fillable%20Criteria%20Checklist%20Parent%20Consent.pdf
https://oklahoma.gov/content/dam/ok/en/osde/documents/services/special-education/special-ed-assessment/OAAP%20Fillable%20Criteria%20Checklist%20Parent%20Consent.pdf
https://oklahoma.gov/content/dam/ok/en/osde/documents/services/special-education/special-ed-assessment/OAAP%20Fillable%20Criteria%20Checklist%20Parent%20Consent.pdf
https://oklahoma.gov/content/dam/ok/en/osde/documents/services/special-education/special-ed-assessment/OAAP%20Fillable%20Criteria%20Checklist%20Parent%20Consent.pdf
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Requirement 3 (B) – (§200.6(c)(4)(iii)(B)): Provide assurance that any disproportionality in students taking the alternate 
assessment will be addressed. 

OSDE Response Supporting Evidence 

Oklahoma has assured that it has verified that each LEA with 
more than 1.0 percent participation in the OAAP will address 
any disproportionality in participation in the alternate 
assessment. 

OSDE continues to address disproportionality in the percentage 
of students in any subgroup taking the alternate assessment 
through the steps addressed below: 

• Calculating and analyzing participation rates among 
subgroups at the state and district levels; 

• Identifying subgroups over-represented in the DLM 
participation counts; 

• Reviewing district justifications and data to identify 
unusual patterns and high participation rates across 
subgroups; 

• Districts that fall into tiers 1 through 3 for the first time 
(explained in more detail in Requirement 4 [B]) will 
respond to additional questions addressing 
disproportionality when they complete their Toolkit. 

The OSDE annually examines finalized state assessment 
participation data for disproportionality between the OAAP and 
OSTP student participation for subgroups listed in 2(A), as well 
as Native Americans and male students. The two additional 
subgroups were chosen due to having historically experienced 
disproportionality in Oklahoma. The disproportionality rate for 
OAAP participation is set at 3.0%. Districts are asked whether 
disproportionality exists in the Justification for Exceeding 1.0 
Percent OAAP Participation survey. 
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Requirement 4 (A) – (§200.6(c)(4)(iv)(A)): Submit a plan and timeline by which the State will improve the implementation of 

its participation guidelines, including if necessary, revising its definition of “students with the most significant cognitive 

disabilities” in future school years. 
OSDE Response Supporting Evidence 

Oklahoma includes the following plan and timeline for 
improving its guidelines, including its definition of students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities. 

The OSDE-SES worked in conjunction with three groups of 
stakeholders during the 2017-18 school year to develop a state 
definition of “students with the most significant cognitive 
disabilities.” The definition has been included in the required 
professional development module regarding the Oklahoma 
Alternate Assessment Program (OAAP) participation criteria. 
This module is available in the statewide online IEP system. In 
addition, LEAs may access the State definition on the OSDE-SES 
website by going to special education, then assessment.  (see 
attachment 6) 

 
2024-2025 Plan and Timeline for Improving Our Participation 
Guidelines: 
 

• Our OAAP Program Manager participates in the bi-
monthly NCEO 1.0% calls to increase knowledge on how 
to move Oklahoma forward in lowering our percentage. 

• Spring 2024 began the implementation of a state-
defined alternate diploma in compliance with ESSA 
requirements. 
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 • The 2024 Special Education Services Policies and 
Procedures Manual provided IEP Teams with 
guidance on the alternate diploma pathway for 
students receiving instruction on alternate academic 
achievement standards and participating in the 
OAAP. 

• The OAAP Parent Brochure has been updated to 
reflect the shift from a standard diploma to an 
alternate diploma for students participating in the 
alternate assessment. 

 

• A bi-monthly OAAP Memo is sent out via listserv 
and posted on the electronic IEP system 
homepage under the SES Info Hub tab to inform 
district test coordinators, special education 
directors, and teachers of any relevant information 
and upcoming training related to students with the 
most significant cognitive disabilities. 

• OSDE requires all new test administrators for the 
alternate assessment to complete a module 
provided by our testing vendor, DLM, titled “Who 
are Students with the Most Significant Cognitive 
Disabilities?”. This module focuses on the 
characteristics that distinguish students with 
significant cognitive disabilities who take an 
alternate assessment based on alternate 
achievement standards from other students with 
disabilities.  

https://sde.ok.gov/sites/default/files/Final%20version%20Policies%20%26%20Procedures%20August%202024.pdf
https://sde.ok.gov/sites/default/files/Final%20version%20Policies%20%26%20Procedures%20August%202024.pdf
https://sde.ok.gov/sites/default/files/Final%20version%20Policies%20%26%20Procedures%20August%202024.pdf
https://sde.ok.gov/sites/default/files/OAAP_Parent-brochure_Updated%207.25.24.pdf
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 • The transition to a state-defined alternate diploma and 
roll out of a tiered monitoring process have presented 
valuable learning opportunities for our LEAs. As a 
result of these initiatives, we have observed a 
continued decline in our OAAP data. OSDE will 
reevaluate our implementation plan following the 
2024-2025 school year to ensure we continue to make 
progress toward being under 1 percent. 

• October 2024: During the state-wide bi-weekly Special 
Education Directors call, the SDE reviewed progress in 
reducing alternate assessment participation over time 
and emphasized the importance of responding to the 
public comment period. 
 

2025-2026 Plan and Timeline for Improving Our Participation 
Guidelines: 

• The 2024 Special Education Services Policies and 
Procedures Manual provides IEP Teams with guidance 
on the alternate diploma pathway for students 
receiving instruction on alternate academic 
achievement standards and participating in the OAAP. 

• The OAAP Parent Brochure has been updated to 
reflect the shift from a standard diploma to an 
alternate diploma for students participating in the 
alternate assessment. 

• The Special Education Criteria Checklist has a new 
required parental consent to participate in the 
alternate assessment in alignment with Oklahoma 
Statute and 34 C.F.R. § 300.9(a)(1) The parent 

https://sde.ok.gov/sites/default/files/Final%20version%20Policies%20%26%20Procedures%20August%202024.pdf
https://sde.ok.gov/sites/default/files/Final%20version%20Policies%20%26%20Procedures%20August%202024.pdf
https://sde.ok.gov/sites/default/files/Final%20version%20Policies%20%26%20Procedures%20August%202024.pdf
https://oklahoma.gov/content/dam/ok/en/osde/documents/services/special-education/special-ed-assessment/OAAP_Parent-brochure_Updated.pdf
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 understands that the granting of consent is 
voluntary on the part of the parent and may be 
revoked at any time. (see attachment 4) 

 

• A bimonthly OAAP Memo is sent out via listserv 
and posted on the electronic IEP system 
homepage under the SES Info Hub tab to inform 
district test coordinators, special education 
directors, and teachers of any relevant information 
and upcoming training related to students with the 
most significant cognitive disabilities. 

• OSDE requires all new test administrators for the 
alternate assessment to complete a module 
provided by our testing vendor, DLM, titled “Who 
are Students with the Most Significant Cognitive 
Disabilities?”. This module focuses on the 
characteristics that distinguish students with 
significant cognitive disabilities who take an 
alternate assessment based on alternate 
achievement standards from other students with 
disabilities.  

• The Oklahoma state-defined alternate diploma and the 
rollout of a tiered monitoring process, along with the 
review of the student confidential records (issuance of 
noncompliance reports with corrective action plans for 
all tiers), have presented valuable learning 
opportunities for our LEAs. OSDE will reevaluate our 
implementation plan following the 2025-2026 school 
year to ensure we continue to make progress toward 
being under 1 percent. 
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Requirement 4 (B) – (§200.6(c)(4)(iv)(B)): Submit a plan and timeline by which the State will take additional steps to support 

and provide appropriate oversight to each LEA that the state anticipates will assess more than 1.0 percent with the 

alternate assessment. 
OSDE Response Supporting Evidence 

Oklahoma provided a plan and timeline for additional steps it 
will take to support and provide appropriate oversight of 
districts expected to assess more than 1.0 percent. 

LEAs anticipating exceeding the 1.0 percent cap are annually 
required to complete the online survey Justification for 
Exceeding 1.0 Percent OAAP Participation (see attachment 7). 
The survey is disseminated by the Office of Special Education 
Services and the Office of Assessments. The survey addresses 
an LEA’s projected AA-AAAS participation percentage, the 
previous year’s AA-AAAS disproportionality information, and 
best practices for determining the appropriate year-end 
assessment for students with disabilities. The survey closes 
three weeks prior to the opening of the OAAP operational 
window. The results of the most recent survey, based on 
anticipated data, are available on the OAAP webpage. 

 
• 2024-2025: The Special Education Office and the Office 

of Assessment identified the need to monitor a sampling 
of 2-3 files for each LEA that has exceeded the 1% cap. 
The OSDE then issued a report of the findings with 
corrective action plans (CAP).  The LEAs then worked to 
ensure the student-level files that were identified were 
all brought into compliance with IDEA and the OSDE-
SES expectation of students participating in the 
alternate assessment. The LEAs then were required to 
apply this standard to all files not in the sample to 
achieve systemic compliance.  

https://oklahoma.gov/education/services/special-education/assessment.html
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The requirements for LEAs to complete at each tier are listed below.  
Tier 1: 

• The special education director will participate in the 
virtual training provided by the OSDE-SES.  The 
presentation materials will be provided to the district 
special education director for staff training. 

• Submit an assurance statement ensuring the LEA 
follows State guidelines when identifying students 
eligible for the alternate assessment.  

• OSDE-SES will audit district student-level files for 
students identified as receiving instruction through 
the alternate academic achievement standards.  A 
report of the findings will be provided to the district.  
The district will make the required corrections to 
ensure the student is on the appropriate academic 
path. (see attachment 8) 

   
Tier 2: 

• The special education director will participate in the 
virtual training provided by the OSDE-SES.  The 
presentation materials will be provided to the 
district special education director for staff training. 

• Complete the OAAP Toolkit to assist the district in 
identifying the root cause of the high percentage of 
students participating in the alternate assessment.  
The district will also develop a plan for 
improvement and the special education director’s 
plan for monitoring files for appropriate 
documentation for participation in the alternate 
assessment. (see attachment 9) 

• OSDE-SES will audit district student-level files for 
students identified as receiving instruction through 
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the alternate academic achievement standards.  A 
report of the findings will be provided to the district.  
The district will make the required corrections to 
ensure the student is on the appropriate academic 
path. (see attachment 8) 

  
 Tier 3: 

• The special education director will participate in the 
virtual training provided by the OSDE-SES.  The 
presentation materials will be provided to the district 
special education director for staff training. 

• Complete the OAAP Toolkit to assist the district in 
identifying the root cause of the high percentage of 
students participating in the alternate assessment.  
The district will also develop a plan for improvement 
and the special education director’s plan for 
monitoring files for appropriate documentation for 
participation in the alternate assessment. (see 
attachment 9) 

• The LEA will conduct self-monitoring twice during the 
school year and submit the findings to the OSDE-SES.  
The self-monitoring will detail the findings, steps 
taken to correct noncompliance, and continued 
monitoring of district files. 

• OSDE-SES will audit district student-level files for 
students identified as receiving instruction through 
the alternate academic achievement standards.  A 
report of the findings will be provided to the district.  
The district will make the required corrections to 
ensure the student is on the appropriate academic 
path. (see attachment 8) 
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Requirement 4 (C) – (§200.6(c)(4)(iv)(C)): Submit a plan and timeline by which the State will address any disproportionality 

in the percentage of students taking the alternate assessment. 
OSDE Response Supporting Evidence 

Oklahoma provided a plan and timeline for addressing any 
disproportionality. 

All LEAs anticipating exceeding the 1.0 percent cap are 
required to complete the Justification for Exceeding 1.0 
Percent OAAP Participation survey. Secondly, after the year-
end assessment data is finalized, OSDE-SES analyzes all LEAs 
for a discrepancy in disproportionality. 

• Districts will be notified if disproportionality exists in 
their district. (see attachment 7) 

• Districts will be asked to reflect on their 
disproportionality by answering the following questions: 
-What subgroups in your district have the largest 
discrepancy between participants of the general 
assessment and the alternate assessment? 
-When looking at subgroup discrepancies, what 
hypotheses can be found? 
-What problem-solving actions will the district take to 
address the identified hypotheses? 

OSDE will provide training, if requested, to assist the districts in 
identifying the cause of the disproportionality and addressing 
the cause.  
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Requirement 5 – (§200.6(c)(4)(v)): Demonstrate substantial progress toward each component of the prior year’s plan and 

timeline, which was required under Requirement 4 (C). 

School Year State Total Subject 
OAAP Student 
Count 

Total Students 
Tested 

OAAP Percentage 

2025 State Total Math 
4776 350870 1.36% 

2025 State Total Reading 
4777 351065 1.36% 

2025 State Total Science 
1925 150127 1.28% 

2024 State Total Math 
4734 350281 1.35% 

2024 State Total Reading 
4734 350598 1.35% 

2024 State Total Science 
1945 150150 1.30% 

2023 State Total Math 
5059 349624 1.45% 

2023 State Total Reading 
5062 349916 1.45% 

2023 State Total Science 
2054 148707 1.38% 

2022 State Total Math 
5248 355523 1.48% 

2022 State Total Reading 
5250 355551 1.48% 

2022 State Total Science 
2146 150176 1.43% 

2021 State Total Math 
5095 326829 1.56% 
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2021 State Total Reading 
5097 327355 1.56% 

2021 State Total Science 
2114 137639 1.54% 

2020 State Total Math 
N/A N/A N/A 

2020 State Total Reading 
N/A N/A N/A 

2020 State Total Science 
N/A N/A N/A 

2019 State Total Math 5779 350827 1.65% 

2019 State Total Reading 5797 351088 1.65% 

2019 State Total Science 2336 144474 1.62% 

2018 State Total Math 5747 345792 1.66% 

2018 State Total Reading 5759 345476 1.67% 

2018 State Total Science 2293 144879 1.58% 

2017 State Total Math 5840 346763 1.68% 

2017 State Total Reading 5852 346316 1.69% 

2017 State Total Science 2167 128009 1.69% 
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OSDE Response Supporting Evidence 

Oklahoma demonstrated some progress 
toward its prior year’s plan and timeline 
and has made revisions to the plan to 
ensure substantial progress in 
subsequent years. 

OSDE saw a reduction in the number of students participating in the alternate assessment in 

science for the third year in a row, reducing the participation rate from 1.30% to 1.28%.  This 

represents 221 fewer students participating in the alternate assessment in science since 2022. 

Oklahoma’s overall OAAP participation trajectory has been downward since 2017 from 1.68% and 

1.69% participation rates in math and reading respectively to the 2025 rates of 1.36% in math 

and reading.   While Oklahoma experienced a slight uptick in 2025 alternate assessment 

participation rates with reading and math increasing .01%, this change is not statistically 

significant. 

The 2025 Oklahoma legislative session produced a change that now requires signed parental 

consent for an eligible student to participate in the OAAP.  As demonstrated by the revised OAAP 

checklist (see Attachment 4), a parent must provide signed consent to participate in the alternate 

assessment.  This requirement has spurred deeper conversations as IEP teams are making 

determinations that a student will or will not participate in the alternate assessment.  It is 

anticipated that more thoughtful dialogue will minimize the number of students who have been 

inappropriately identified for participation in the alternate assessment. 

Oklahoma remains committed to decreasing participation rates in 2026 and beyond.  As 
evidenced by the revised plan submitted in requirement 4, Oklahoma will work with districts in 
a more targeted way to ensure IEP teams are appropriately identifying students who will 
participate in the alternate assessment and assisting LEA administrators in self-monitoring and 
ensuring only students who meet participation requirements are identified for participation in 
the alternate assessments.  OSDE will be providing the professional development to ensure the 
districts have a strong understanding of the appropriate student population for participation in 
the alternate assessment.  
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10/31125, 12:50 PM Pub�c Comment Feedback Form fOrthe 25-26 1% Extension Wavier Request 

Public Comment Feedback Form for the 

25-26 1 % Extension Wavier Request
The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires states to apply for a waiver if they assess 
more than 1% of their testing population with the alternate assessment One of the 
requirements of the waiver states the waiver must be. posted for public comment. 

The draft waiver extension request is available for public comment from November 1 -
December 1z 2025. The waiver can be accessed using the following link: will insert when 
posted 

Please complete this form to share any comments, .Concerns, or questlOns you may have 
regarding Oklahoma's-plan to address our alternate assessment participation rates. 

We appreciate you taking the time to provide constructive feedback. 

.._. lnrlir--!:1"t.:>o;:_r;,:,.q11in:>ri Ql lt:>_ctirm ________________________________ _ 

1. Email•

2. First and Last Name•

3. Email Address

Oklahoma State Department of Education] December 19, 2025 

60 


































































