UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
OFFICE OF ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION

May 20, 2026

The Honorable Cade Brumley
State Superintendent of Education
Louisiana Department of Education
1201 N 3% St.

Baton Rouge, LA 70802

Dear Superintendent Brumley:

I am writing in response to the Louisiana Department of Education’s (LDOE’s) request on
February 25, 2026, for a waiver of certain requirements in the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act of 1965 (ESEA) to provide greater flexibility for the use of certain formula grant
funds LDOE receives from the U.S. Department of Education (Department).

LDOE requested this waiver to allow it to streamline administration of ESEA programs, support
alignment with Louisiana’s education priorities, and promotes greater flexibility for local
educational agencies (LEAs) in Louisiana to achieve student-centered outcomes.

After carefully considering LDOE’s request I am granting, pursuant to my authority under ESEA
section 8401(b), a waiver of the limitation that the consolidation of State-level funds in ESEA
section 8201(a) and (b) applies only to administrative funds. As a result, for the funds awarded to
LDOE from Federal fiscal year (FFY) 2026 to FFY 2029, LDOE may consolidate State-level
activities funds for the following programs:

Title II, Part A of the ESEA (Supporting Effective Instruction).

Title 111, Part A of the ESEA (English Language Acquisition).

Title IV, Part A of the ESEA (Student Support and Academic Enrichment).

Title IV, Part B of the ESEA (21st Century Community Learning Centers).

Please note that if LDOE consolidates State-level funds, it must separately consolidate
administrative funds from State-level activities funds in order to maintain a consistency with the
statutory distinction. I have found that providing this additional flexibility for the State to best
determine how to use its State-level funds will advance student academic achievement. LDOE is
approved to consolidate State-level funds through the Department’s FFY 2029 allocations.
LDOE may consolidate all funds reserved at the State level for each of the programs listed above
through FFY 2029 and use the funds for any allowable use in each of the included programs.

As a reminder, under this expanded ESEA section 8201 authority, LDOE must still meet all
programmatic requirements and responsibilities for each of the covered programs.
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Within 60 calendar days of the receipt of this waiver approval, the Department requests that
LDOE submit an ESEA consolidated State plan amendment with applicable descriptions on the
use of State-level funds for the covered programs.

Additionally, during the period of this waiver, pursuant to ESEA section 8401(e), LDOE must
submit an annual report by October 30 each year that includes the following information for the
prior year:
e How the waiver has decreased administrative burden;
e How LDOE used consolidated State-level activities funds;
e How LDOE’s use of funds under the approved waiver differed from its uses of funds
prior to the waiver being granted; and
e How use of the waiver has contributed to improving student academic achievement in
Louisiana.

I hope this waiver helps LDOE provide common-sense flexibility to your LEAs and schools,
within the letter of and while maintaining the spirit of Federal law, to improve student academic
achievement. The waiver will help your emphasis on literacy, math, high school completion, and
postsecondary readiness.

I look forward to continuing to work with you as you implement this waiver. If you have any
questions about this waiver or need further assistance, please contact my staff at
OESE.Titlei-a@ed.gov. Thank you for the work you are doing to support students in Louisiana.

Sincerely,

HidnPoadeo

Kirsten Baesler
Assistant Secretary
Office of Elementary and Secondary Education

cc: Alexis Pritchard
Ashley Townsend
Bernell Cook
Matthew Johnson
Randy Littleton
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