
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
OFFICE FOR CIVIL RIGHTS 

April 14, 2025 

Dr. Jeffrey A. Doggett 
President 
Wagner College 

Sent via E-mail: XXXXXXXXXX

Re: OCR Case Number 02256903, Wagner College Directed Investigation 

Dear President Doggett:  

The United States Department of Education, (Department) Office for Civil Rights (OCR), writes 
to inform you that OCR is initiating a directed investigation of Wagner College since it appears 
to permit the participation of men in sports designated for women in violation of Title IX of the 
Education Amendments of 1972, 20 U.S.C. § 1681 et seq., and its implementing regulation. 
OCR is initiating this investigation in tandem with the Title IX Special Investigations Team, 
which is run jointly by the Department and the United States Department of Justice.   

Pursuant to its regulatory authority, as set forth in 20 U.S.C. § 1682 and 34 C.F.R. § 106.81, 
OCR may initiate an investigation whenever a report, complaint, or other information indicates a 
possible failure to comply with the laws and regulations that OCR enforces.  

OCR enforces Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 (Title IX), 20 U.S.C. § 1681 et 
seq., and its implementing regulation, 34 C.F.R. Part 106, which prohibit discrimination on the 
basis of sex in any education program or activity operated by a recipient of Federal financial 
assistance. Pursuant to its statutory authority, as set forth in 20 U.S.C. § 1682, and if necessary to 
enforce Title IX, OCR will act to terminate Federal financial assistance or effect compliance by 
“any other means authorized by law.”  

OCR will examine whether Wagner College denies equal athletic benefits and opportunities to 
female students through general or athletics-specific participation policy(s) that permit, direct, 
instruct, or require intercollegiate, club, or intramural athletic teams offered or sponsored by 
Wagner College to allow men to participate on teams designated for women, thereby depriving 
women of equal athletic opportunities, in violation of Title IX. As a corollary to this alleged 
conduct, a potential Title IX violation occurs when a recipient denies female students female-
only intimate facilities, such as sex-separated locker rooms and bathrooms. 

OCR’s initiation of a directed investigation is not itself evidence of a violation of federal civil 
rights laws and regulations. OCR’s Kansas City regional office will coordinate this directed  
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investigation. OCR will contact Wagner College officials within a week of the date of this letter 
to arrange for the next steps in the investigation, including requesting access to data and 
personnel. Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Bradley Burke at 
Bradley.Burke@ed.gov. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
/s/  
 
Craig Trainor  
Acting Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights  
United States Department of Education 
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