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Purpose and Reminders
2

• This presentation is a review of some items in the Application Notice and 
Instructions (ANI) – formerly Notice Inviting Applications (NIA), but please note 
that not all information will be covered.  

• This presentation will not focus heavily on specific application submission 
instructions, so please be sure to carefully review the instructions in the ANI and all 
other referenced or related materials on the competitions.

• Applicants are required to follow the 2025 Common Instructions for Applicants to 
Department of Education Discretionary Grant Programs, published in the Federal 
Register on August 29, 2025 (90 FR 42234) and available at ED 2025 Common 
Instructions.

• We encourage you to start your application early to avoid any submission issues.

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/08/29/2025-16571/common-instructions-and-information-for-applicants-to-department-of-education-discretionary-grant
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/08/29/2025-16571/common-instructions-and-information-for-applicants-to-department-of-education-discretionary-grant


Grants.gov Contact Center
3

• Website: https://grants.gov/ 

Should you need assistance with the submission of your 
application, please contact:

• 1-800-518-4726 or support@grants.gov

• Hours of Operation: 24 hours a day and 7 days a week

•  Closed on federal holidays

https://grants.gov/
mailto:support@grants.gov


Pre-Application Presentation Location and Questions
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• This presentation will be posted at:
• HEP: https://oese.ed.gov/offices/office-of-migrant-education/high-

school-equivalency-program/applicant-information-high-school-
equivalency-program/

• CAMP: https://oese.ed.gov/offices/office-of-migrant-
education/college-assistance-migrant-program/applicant-
information-college-assistance-migrant-program/

• For any competition-related questions, please email: 
HEPCAMPFY26@ed.gov. 
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Funding Opportunity Numbers
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To locate the grant applications in grants.gov, please search for the 
following funding opportunity numbers: 

• HEP: DOL-OESE-34092

• CAMP: DOL-OESE-34111



Application Submission Deadline
6

• June 12, 2026 at 11:59:59 PM Eastern Time

• There are no exceptions to the deadline, so please submit 
applications early to account for any unexpected delays or 
issues. 



Application Notice and Instructions (ANI)
Today, we will review the following sections of the Application Notice and 
Instructions:

• Program Information and Purpose,
• Program Authority,
• Estimated Award Amounts,
• Eligible Applicants,
• Costs,
• Priorities,
• Application Requirements,
• Selection Criteria,
• Performance Measures,
• Review and Selection Process,
• Terms and Conditions,
• Parts of the Application, and
• Intergovernmental Review.

7



Program Information and 
Purpose



Program Information and Purpose

• The Employment and Training Administration at the U.S. Department of Labor 
(DOL) and the Secretary of Education are soliciting applications in support of the 
administration of the High School Equivalency Program (HEP) and College 
Assistance Migrant Program (CAMP) on behalf of the U.S. Department of 
Education (ED).

• HEP is designed to assist migratory or seasonal farmworkers (or immediate family 
members of such workers) to obtain the equivalent of a secondary school 
diploma and subsequently to gain improved employment, enter military service, 
or be placed in an institution of higher education (IHE) or other postsecondary 
education or training, which includes Registered Apprenticeships.

• CAMP is designed to assist migratory or seasonal farmworkers (or immediate 
family members of such workers) who are enrolled or are admitted for 
enrollment on a full-time basis at an institution of higher education (IHE) to 
complete their first academic year.



Program Authority



Authorizing Legislation and Applicable Regulations 
11

• 20 U.S.C. 1070d-2, the Higher Education Act of 1965 HEA, as 
amended by section 408 of the Higher Education Opportunity Act 
(HEOA).

• More information on the HEP and CAMP section of the HEA and the 
corresponding program regulations can be found in the Application 
Notice and Instructions (ANI).



Estimated Award Amounts



Estimated Award Amounts

13

• The Administration has requested approximately $11,550,000 for new awards for HEP for FY 
2026, and approximately $13,014,675 for new awards for CAMP for FY 2026.

• Range of HEP and CAMP Awards for the 12-Month Budget Period: $180,000 - $550,000

• Range of Awards for the 60-month Project Period: $900,000 – $2,750,000

• Estimated Number of Awards:
• HEP: 3-4
• CAMP 4-5

• The Department of Education (ED) is not bound by any estimates in this notice. Contingent upon 
the availability of funds and the quality of applications, ED may make additional awards in 
subsequent years from the list of unfunded applications from this competition. 

NOTE: ED anticipates making awards for the full project period using available FY 2026 
appropriations.



Minimum and Maximum Award Reminders
14

• Please ensure that the application reflects a budget of at least the $180,000 
minimum in all 5 project years.

• ED will reject any application that proposes a budget of less than $180,000 
for a 12-month period. 

• Please be aware of the maximum award amount of $550,000 in each of the 5 
project years.

• ED may reject, without consideration or evaluation, any application that 
proposes a project funding level that exceeds the stated maximum award 
amount.

• ED may reject any application that does not propose a 5-year project. Please be 
sure to include all 5 budget years in the application narrative.



Eligible Applicants



Eligible Applicants
16

• To be considered for an award under this competition, an applicant must be one 
of the following:

• An institution of higher education (IHE) (as defined in section 101 and 102 of 
the HEA) or a 

• A private nonprofit organization (as those terms are defined in 34 CFR 77.1).

• Cooperative planning: If a private nonprofit organization other than an IHE 
applies for a HEP or a CAMP grant, that agency must plan the project in 
cooperation with an IHE and must propose to operate the project, or in the case 
of a HEP grant, some aspects of the project, with the facilities of that IHE. 

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/COMPS-765/pdf/COMPS-765.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/COMPS-765/pdf/COMPS-765.pdf
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-34/section-77.1


Costs



Costs

• Neither HEP nor CAMP require cost sharing or matching. However, 
consistent with 34 CFR 75.700, which requires an applicant to comply with 
its approved application, an applicant that proposes non-Federal matching 
funds and is awarded a grant must provide those funds for each year that 
the funds are proposed.

• HEP and CAMP use a training indirect cost rate. This limits indirect cost 
reimbursement to an entity’s actual indirect costs, as determined in its 
negotiated indirect cost rate agreement, or 8 percent of a modified total 
direct cost base, whichever amount is less. 



Priorities



HEP Priorities
20

• One absolute priority.

• Three competitive preference priorities (CPP).

• For FY 2026, and any subsequent year in which we make awards from 
the list of unfunded applications for this competition, the absolute 
priority and CPPs are as reflected in the ANI.

• ED only considers applications that meet the absolute priority.



HEP Priorities - Continued
• Absolute Priority – Providing a High School Equivalency Program Project.

• CPP1 – Consideration of Prior Experience (Up to 15 points)
• HEP grantees that received their final budget period award in FY 2024 (2020 cohort) or FY 2025 (2021 

cohort) will be considered for additional points under this competitive preference priority.
• HEP grantees that were non-continued will be considered for additional points under this competitive 

preference priority, based on successful years of implementation.

• CPP2 – Expanding Education Choice (Up to 3 points)
• Projects or proposals that will expand access to education services that accelerate learning such as high-

impact tutoring.

• CPP3 – Career Pathways and Workforce Readiness (Up to 3 points)
• Projects or proposals that will provide career and/or college exploration and advising opportunities to 

promote greater awareness of the range of postsecondary educational and career options.
• Postsecondary educational and career options include Registered Apprenticeships.

NOTE: Applicants must clearly state in the project abstract and the project design section of the project 
narrative section the specific CPP they wish ED to consider for purposes of earning CPP points.



How the Department Evaluates the HEP Competitive 
Priority – Consideration of Prior Experience

22 The Secretary will consider the applicant’s prior experience in implementing its expiring HEP 
project, with respect to:

• Whether the applicant served the number of participants described in its approved 
application;

• The extent to which the applicant met or exceeded its funded objectives with regard to 
project participants, including the targeted number and percentage of—

• Participants who received a general educational development (GED) credential; and
• GED credential recipients who were reported as entering postsecondary education 

programs, career positions, or the military; and 

• The extent to which the applicant met administrative requirements, including 
recordkeeping, reporting, and financial accountability under the terms of the previously 
funded award.



Note on the Use of GED in the HEP Competitive 
Preference Priority – Consideration of Prior Experience

23

Although regulations refer to the general educational development 
(GED) credential, the Department recognizes that there are multiple 
examinations through which a high school equivalency (HSE) can be 
earned and, for the purposes of this notice, uses GED 
interchangeably with HSE.



CAMP Priorities
24

• One absolute priority.

• Two competitive preference priorities (CPP).

• For FY 2026, and any subsequent year in which we make 
awards from the list of unfunded applications for this 
competition, the absolute priority and CPPs are as reflected in 
the ANI.

• ED only considers applications that meet the absolute priority.



CAMP Priorities - Continued
• Absolute Priority – Providing a College Assistance Migrant Program Project.

• CPP1 – Consideration of Prior Experience (Up to 15 points)
• CAMP grantees that received their final budget period award in FY 2024 (2020 cohort) or 

FY 2025 (2021 cohort) will be considered for additional points under this competitive 
preference priority.

• CAMP grantees that were non-continued will be considered for additional points under 
this competitive preference priority, based on successful years of implementation.

• CPP2 – Career Pathways and Workforce Readiness (Up to 5 points)
• Projects or proposals that are designed to support workforce development programs that 

are aligned with State priorities.
• This includes providing work-based learning opportunities (e.g., internships, externships, 

pre-apprenticeships, Registered Apprenticeships, and mentorships) for which a student 
may receive wages and/or academic credit.

NOTE: Applicants must clearly state in the project abstract and in the project design section of 
the project narrative section the specific CPPs they wish ED to consider for purposes of earning 
CPP points.



How the Department Evaluates the CAMP Competitive 
Priority – Consideration of Prior Experience26

The Secretary will consider the applicant’s prior experience in implementing its expiring 
CAMP project, with respect to:

• Whether the applicant served the number of participants described in its approved 
application;

• The extent to which the applicant met or exceeded its funded objectives with regard to 
project participants, including the targeted number and percentage of participants who:

• Successfully completed the first year of college; and
• Continued to be enrolled in postsecondary education after completing their first year 

of college; and

• The extent to which the applicant met administrative requirements, including 
recordkeeping, reporting, and financial accountability under the terms of the previously 
funded award.



Note on Competitive Preference Priority – 
Consideration of Prior Experience Points

27

• Prior experience points are awarded by the Department based on the grantee’s 
prior performance as determined by relevant data already collected by the 
Department. 

• Applicants are not asked to respond to the Competitive Preference Priority – 
Consideration of Prior Experience. 

• If applicants would like to include information about their prior experience 
implementing HEP or CAMP grant(s), they must clearly state this information in the 
project abstract and the project design section.



Application Requirements



Application Requirements
• Applicants must submit a grant application that covers a period of five years unless 

extraordinary circumstances warrant a shorter period and includes an annual budget of 
not less than $180,000.

• Applicants must submit a management plan that contains:
• Assurances that the staff has a demonstrated knowledge of and will be sensitive to 

the unique characteristics and needs of the migrant and seasonal farmworker 
population; and

• Provisions for:
• Staff in-service training;
• Training and technical assistance;
• Staff travel;
• Student travel;
• Interagency coordination; and
• Project evaluation.



Application Requirements - Continued

• Applicants must provide the following assurances in their applications:
• The grantee will develop and implement a plan for identifying, informing, and 

recruiting eligible participants who are most in need of the academic and 
supporting services and financial assistance provided by the project.

• The grantee will develop and implement a plan for identifying and using the 
resources of the participating IHE and the community to supplement and 
enhance the services provided by the project.



Selection Criteria



Selection Criteria for HEP and CAMP
32

• Selection criteria determine the order and organization of the project 
narrative.

• Quality of the content is key; however, errors in grammar and spelling 
may obscure your content.

• Readers will use the information contained within all sections of the 
application to award points for relevant selection criteria responses.

• The only difference between the selection criteria for HEP and CAMP 
is part 7 under “(a) Quality of the project design.”



Organization of Project Narrative
The project narrative should address the following 4 selection criteria:

• The project narrative should be organized in the order of the selection criteria and 
should address all sub-criteria. 

• Information submitted in response to the scoring criteria should be specific to your 
community and should not be identical or substantially similar to other applications.

• Finally, applicants are free to interpret all of the selection criteria as they see fit but 
within the context of the statute and regulations and purpose of the programs.

33 Selection Criteria Maximum 
Points

1. Quality of the Project Design 55 points
2. Quality of the Project Evaluation 20 points
3. Quality of the Management Plan 10 points
4. Adequacy of Resources 15 points
Total Points Possible for Selection Criteria: 100 



Quality of the Project Design (Up to 55 points)
a) The Secretary considers the quality of the design of the proposed project. In determining 

the quality of the design of the proposed project, the Secretary considers the following 
factors: 

1) The extent to which the goals, objectives, and outcomes to be achieved by the 
proposed project are clearly specified, measurable, and ambitious yet achievable 
within the project period, and aligned with the purposes of the grant program. (Up to 6 
points)

2) The quality of the logic model or other conceptual framework underlying the proposed 
project, including how inputs are related to outcomes.  (Up to 6 points)

3) The extent to which the proposed project will include coordination with other Federal 
investments, as well as appropriate agencies and organizations providing similar 
services to the target population.  (Up to 6 points)



Quality of the Project Design (Up to 55 Points) - Continued
a) The Secretary considers the quality of the design of the proposed project. In determining 

the quality of the design of the proposed project, the Secretary considers the following 
factors: 

4) The extent to which the proposed project demonstrates a rationale that is aligned with 
the purposes of the grant program (as defined in this notice).  (Up to 7 points)

5) The likely benefit to the intended recipients, as indicated by the logic model or other 
conceptual framework, of the services to be provided.  (Up to 10 points)

6) The extent to which the services to be provided by the proposed project involve the 
use of efficient strategies, including the use of technology, as appropriate, and the 
leveraging of non-project resources.  (Up to 10 points)



Quality of the Project Design (Up to 55 Points) - Continued
a) The Secretary considers the quality of the design of the proposed project. In determining 

the quality of the design of the proposed project, the Secretary considers the following 
factors: 

7) For HEP Only: The extent to which the services to be provided by the proposed project 
reflect up-to-date knowledge and an evidence-based project component. (Up to 10 
points)

7) For CAMP Only: The likelihood that the services to be provided by the proposed 
project will lead to meaningful improvements in the skills and competencies necessary 
to gain employment in high-quality jobs, careers, and industries or build capacity for 
independent living.  (Up to 10 points)



Quality of the Project Evaluation (Up to 20 Points)
b) The Secretary considers the quality of the evaluation to be conducted of the proposed 

project. In determining the quality of the evaluation, the Secretary considers the 
following factors: 

1) The extent to which the methods of evaluation or other evidence-building are 
thorough, feasible, relevant, and appropriate to the goals, objectives, and 
outcomes of the proposed project.  (Up to 10 points)

2) The extent to which the methods of evaluation or other evidence-building will 
provide performance feedback and provide formative, diagnostic, or interim data 
that is a periodic assessment of progress toward achieving intended outcomes.  
(Up to 5 points)

3) The extent to which the methods of evaluation include an experimental study, a 
quasi-experimental design study, or a correlational study with statistical controls 
for selection bias (such as regression methods to account for differences between 
a treatment group and a comparison group) to assess the effectiveness of the 
project on relevant outcomes.  (Up to 5 points)



Quality of the Management Plan (Up to 10 Points)

c) The Secretary considers the quality of the management plan for the proposed 
project. In determining the quality of the management plan for the proposed 
project, the Secretary considers one or more of the following factors:

1) The feasibility of the management plan to achieve project objectives and 
goals on time and within budget, including clearly defined responsibilities, 
timelines, and milestones for accomplishing project tasks.  (Up to 10 points)



Adequacy of Resources (Up to 15 Points)

d) The Secretary considers the adequacy of resources for the proposed project. In 
determining the adequacy of resources for the proposed project, the Secretary 
considers the following factors:  

1) The relevance and demonstrated commitment of each partner in the 
proposed project to the implementation and success of the project.  (Up to 
8 points)

2) The extent to which the budget is adequate to support the proposed project 
and the costs are reasonable in relation to the objectives, design, and 
potential significance of the proposed project.  (Up to 7 points)



Optional Scoring Rubric
Reviewers will be provided with and may consider using the following 
optional scoring rubric:

Criteria Maximum 
Points

Weak Adequate Strong

Quality of Project Design 55 0-20 21-44 45-55

Quality of Management Plan 10 0-3 4-7 8-10

Adequacy of Resources 15 0-5 6-11 12-15

Quality of Project Evaluation 20 0-6 7-15 16-20



Performance Measures



Program Performance Targets: HEP
42

• Program Performance Measure 1 (69% target):
• The percentage of HEP participants exiting the program having 

received a High School Equivalency (HSE) diploma.

• Program Performance Measure 2 (80% target):
• The percentage of HSE diploma recipients who enter 

postsecondary education or training programs, including 
Registered Apprenticeships; upgraded employment; or the 
military.



Program Performance Targets: CAMP
43

• Program Performance Measure 1 (86% target):
• The percentage of CAMP participants completing the first 

academic year of their postsecondary program.

• Program Performance Measure 2 (92% target):
• The percentage of CAMP participants who, after completing 

the first academic year of college, continue their 
postsecondary education. 



Program Performance Requirements - Continued
44 • Applicants must propose annual targets for these measures and establish annual 

student enrollment targets in their applications.  

• Applicants should identify these targets within their application abstracts.

• Applicants must describe:
• The data collection and reporting methods the applicant would use and why 

those methods are likely to yield reliable, valid, and meaningful performance 
data. 

• The applicant's capacity to collect and report reliable, valid, and meaningful 
performance data, as evidenced by high-quality data collection, analysis, and 
reporting in other projects or research.



Review and Selection 
Process



Considerations

• In reviewing applications in any discretionary grant competition, ED may consider, 
under 34 CFR 75.217,  information outside the rank order of applications, 
including the information in each application; and any other information— 

• Relevant to a criterion, priority, or other requirement that applies to the 
selection of applications for new grants;

• Concerning the applicant's performance and use of funds under a previous 
award under any ED program; and

• Concerning the applicant's failure under any ED program to submit a 
performance report or its submission of a performance report of 
unacceptable quality.

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-34/section-75.217#p-75.217(d)(3)


Geographic Distribution

• ED will consider the need to provide an equitable geographic distribution of HEP [or 
CAMP] awards, which we will do when two or more applications receive the same 
score at the funding cutoff for this competition.  

• In doing so, ED will consider: 
• Whether a geographic region is overserved by current HEP [or CAMP] projects; 
• Whether a geographic region is underserved by current HEP [or CAMP] projects; 

or
• Whether two or more applicants propose to operate similar HEP projects [or 

CAMP] in the same geographical region.  

• Geographic distribution would only be considered within the context of each 
program.



Application Screening

• ED staff will screen applications submitted in accordance with the requirements 
in this notice to determine whether applications have met eligibility and other 
requirements, including whether an application may fail to meet the “Terms and 
Conditions” applicable to awarded funds referenced elsewhere within the notice. 

• The screening process may occur at various stages of the review and selection 
process.

 
• Applicants that are determined to be ineligible will not receive a grant, regardless 

of whether the application was included in the peer review process. 

• Applications not selected for funding will be informed of ED's decision in 
accordance with 34 CFR 75.218.

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-34/section-75.218


Terms and Conditions



Terms and Conditions
• If awarded a grant under this competition, projects must ensure and may be required 

to demonstrate federal funds will not be used under this project in any manner that 
violates:

• United States Constitution, Title VI or Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 
U.S.C. 2000d et seq. or 42 U.S.C. 2000e et seq.), Title IX of the Education 
Amendments of 1972 (20 U.S.C. 1681 et seq.), section 504 of the Rehabilitation 
Act (29 U.S.C. 794), the Age Discrimination Act of 1975 (42 U.S.C. 6101 et seq.), 
Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 12131 et seq.), the 
Boy Scouts of America Equal Access Act of 2001 (20 U.S.C. 7905), section 117 of 
the Higher Education Act of 1965, as amended (20 U.S.C. 1011f), or other 
applicable federal law.

• To the extent that a grantee uses grant funds for such unallowable activities, ED may 
take appropriate enforcement action, including the potential recovery of funds, 
or may pursue termination or non-continuation. 

https://www.govinfo.gov/link/uscode/42/2000d
https://www.govinfo.gov/link/uscode/42/2000d
https://www.govinfo.gov/link/uscode/42/2000e
https://www.govinfo.gov/link/uscode/20/1681
https://www.govinfo.gov/link/uscode/29/794
https://www.govinfo.gov/link/uscode/42/6101
https://www.govinfo.gov/link/uscode/42/12131
https://www.govinfo.gov/link/uscode/20/7905
https://www.govinfo.gov/link/uscode/20/1011f


Terms and Conditions - Continued

• Please note the provisions of Executive Orders 14151, 14168, 14173, and 14190 
as well as the U.S. Department of Justice’s July 29, 2025, non-
regulatory “Guidance for Recipients of Federal Funding Regarding Unlawful 
Discrimination,” which clarifies the application of federal antidiscrimination laws 
to programs or initiatives that may involve discriminatory practices, including 
those labeled as Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (“DEI”) programs.

• Such activities may risk violating federal civil rights laws and may jeopardize 
federal funding. This includes any discriminatory equity ideology in violation of a 
Federal anti-discrimination law. A definition of “discriminatory equity ideology” is 
contained in Section 2(b) of Executive Order 14190.

https://www.justice.gov/ag/media/1409486/dl
https://www.justice.gov/ag/media/1409486/dl
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Parts of the Application
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• Part 1: Standard Documents
• Application for Federal Assistance (SF 424)
• ED Supplemental Information for SF 424

• Part 2: Budget Information for Non-Construction Programs (SF-424A)

• Part 3: ED Abstract Form 

• Part 4: Project Narrative Attachment Form 

• Part 5: Budget Narrative Attachment Form

• Part 6: Other Attachment Form

• Part 7: Assurances and Certifications 



Part 1: SF 424
54 • Application for Federal Assistance (Form SF 424).

• Applicants are advised to complete the Application for Federal Assistance 
(Form SF 424) first. Grants.gov will automatically insert the correct 
Assistance Listing Number and program name automatically wherever 
needed on other forms.

• The value of in-kind contributions should be included on appropriate lines, 
as applicable.

NOTE: For number 18 in the SF 424, please enter the amount requested, or to 
be contributed, during the first funding/budget period by each contributor.



Part 1: ED Supplemental Information for SF 424

• Project Director and Applicable Entity Identification Numbers

• General Education Provision Act (GEPA) Section 427 Assurance
• Please note that a narrative is not being requested.

• New Potential Grantee

• Human Subjects Research

• Infrastructure Programs and Build America, Buy America Act (BABAA) Applicability
• Please note HEP and CAMP are NOT subject to the BABAA domestic sourcing 

requirements.



Part 2: Budget Information SF-424A
56 • HEP and CAMP is using a new budget form (SF-424A) and is no longer using the ED 

524 Form. The sections include:

• Section A – Budget Summary

• Section B – Budget Categories

• Section C – Non-Federal Resources

• Section D – Forecasted Cash Needs

• Section E – Budget Estimates of Federal Funded Needed for Balance of the Project

• Section F – Other Budget Information



Part 2: Budget Information SF-424A – Section A 
Only complete row 1, and enter the following information:

Column Instructions

A Enter the grant program name (either High 
School Equivalency Program or College 
Assistance Migrant Program).

B Enter the Assistance Listing Number (ALN). The 
ALN is 84.141A for HEP and  84.149A for CAMP.

C Column C is not applicable. 

D Column D is not applicable. 

E Enter the total amount requested for the entire 
performance period. The amount you enter 
here will auto-populate the box for 5(e).  

F Only include an amount in this section if your 
proposed project plans to include non-Federal 
financial resources, including non-Federal 
funds, to meet any program cost sharing 
requirements. 

G The sum of the totals you enter will auto-
populate the box for 1(g). 



Part 2: SF-424A – Section B – Budget Categories
Only complete the column for Year 1 of the grant project, 
which is listed as (1), and enter the following information:
Rows Instructions

A, B, C, D, 
E, and F

Provide a breakdown by budget category for Year 
1 of the grant.  

H In the “Other” row, enter all direct costs not 
covered under budget categories A through F for 
Year 1 of the grant (e.g., space rental, required 
fees, honoraria, travel, training, and stipends).

G Please note that construction is not an allowable 
expense for HEP or CAMP. 

J Please note that indirect charges must not 
exceed 8 percent of total direct charges for A 
through F. Stipends are not categorized as direct 
charges for HEP and CAMP grants.



Part 2: SF-424A – Section C – Non-Federal Resources

• This section should only be 
completed if you are proposing a 
cost share.

• The HEP and CAMP statute and 
regulations do not require cost 
sharing or matching. 

• An applicant that proposes to use 
non-Federal funds in its 
application and is awarded a grant 
must provide those funds for each 
year that the funds are proposed.



Part 2: SF-424A – Section D – Forecasted Cash Needs

This section is not required for the HEP and CAMP grant 
competitions. You may leave this section blank.



Part 2: SF-424A – Section E – Estimates of Federal Funds 
Needed for the Balance of the Project
In this section, applicants will 
enter requested funds for Years 2 
through 5 of the proposed project. 
The chart below shows which 
columns correspond to each year 
of the grant project. 

Column Project Year
(b) First 2
(c) Second 3
(d) Third 4
(e) Fourth 5



Part 2: SF-424A – Section F – Other Budget Information

This section is not required for the HEP and CAMP grant 
competitions. You may leave this section blank.



Part 3: Abstract Form

• The project abstract should not exceed two double spaced pages and should 
include a concise description of the following information: 

• Proposed project objectives and activities;

• Absolute Priority;

• Competitive preference priority(ies), if applicable;

• Proposed project outcomes; and

• Proposed project partners, if applicable.



Part 4: Project Narrative

• This section should be attached as a single document to the Project Narrative 
Attachment Form in accordance with these instructions and should be organized 
in the following manner and include the following parts in order to expedite the 
review process:

• Table of Contents:
• Should not exceed one double-spaced page.

• Application Narrative:
• ED encourages applicants to limit this section of the application to the 

equivalent of no more than 25 pages.  

• The recommended page limit does not apply to the cover sheet; the budget 
section, including the narrative budget justification; the assurances and 
certifications; or the project abstract, the resumes, the bibliography, or the 
letters of support. 



Part 5: Budget Narrative

• The budget narrative for requested Federal funds should provide a justification of 
how the money requested for each budget category will be spent, and the total 
amounts for each project year should match the total amounts in the SF-424A. 

• Specifically, Year 1 of the budget narrative should match the information in 
Section B – Budget Categories of the SF-242A.

• Years 2 through 5 of the budget narrative should match Section E – Budget 
Estimates of Federal Funds Needed for Balance of the Project in SF-424A.

 
• Each of the 5 years must be reflected in the budget narrative.



Part 5: Budget Narrative - Reminder

• For the “Other” budget category, please include stipends. 

• Please also be sure to itemize the entire “Other” budget category so 
that expenditures, including stipends, can be easily identified.

• Please note that indirect charges must not exceed 8 percent of total 
direct charges. Stipends are not categorized as direct charges for HEP 
and CAMP grants.



Part 6: Other Attachment Forms

• Attach one or more documents to the Other Attachments Form. You may 
provide all of the required information in a single document, or in multiple 
documents.

• Ensure that you only attach the ED approved file types detailed in the 2025 
Common Instructions.

• Suggested order:
• Resumes/Vitae,
• Letters,
• Supplementary Information, and
• Other Appendices.

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/08/29/2025-16571/common-instructions-and-information-for-applicants-to-department-of-education-discretionary-grant
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/08/29/2025-16571/common-instructions-and-information-for-applicants-to-department-of-education-discretionary-grant


Part 7: Assurances and Certifications

• The assurances and certifications included in this application are:
• Grants.gov Lobbying Form – Certification Regarding Lobbying 
• Disclosure of Lobbying Activities

• The “Certification Regarding Lobbying” form is required. The 
“Disclosure of Lobbying Activities” form is required if there are 
lobbying activities.



Intergovernmental Review



Intergovernmental Review of Federal Programs
70

• This program falls under the rubric of Executive Order 12372 
(Intergovernmental Review of Federal Programs) and the regulations 
in 34 CFR Part 79.

• The review requires grant applicants to contact State Single Points of 
Contact for information on how this works. Multi-state applicants 
should follow procedures specific to each state.

• Further information can be found in the application package.



Final Reminders



Final Reminders
72

• Please read the entire ANI, the ED 2025 Common Instructions, and related 
competition information.

• For Grants.gov support, please call 1-800-518-4726 or email 
support@grants.gov.

• For the budget narrative, please be sure to itemize the entire “Other” section 
so that expenditures, including stipends, can be easily identified.

• Please start your application early, as there are no exceptions to the deadline. 

• The application submission deadline is June 12, 2026.

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/08/29/2025-16571/common-instructions-and-information-for-applicants-to-department-of-education-discretionary-grant
mailto:support@grants.gov


Applicant Page Information
73

Application Page Information:

HEP Application Page:
https://oese.ed.gov/offices/office-of-migrant-education/high-school-
equivalency-program/applicant-information-high-school-equivalency-program/

CAMP Application Page:
https://oese.ed.gov/offices/office-of-migrant-education/college-assistance-
migrant-program/applicant-information-college-assistance-migrant-program/

Questions About the FY 2026 HEP and CAMP Competitions:

 HEPCAMPFY26@ed.gov 

mailto:HEPCAMPFY26@ed.gov
mailto:HEPCAMPFY26@ed.gov
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