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Webinar Procedures
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 Slides will be made available on the REAP Resources webpage. 
 Attendee videos and microphones are disabled during the webinar.
 We encourage you to hold all questions until the end of the 

presentation, at which time you may enter them in the chat.

If you experience technical difficulties during the webinar, 

please email reap@ed.gov for support. 

mailto:reap@ed.gov


Today's Agenda
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 REAP Basics
 Timeline
 FY 2026 Master Eligibility Spreadsheet
 FY 2026 SRSA Application
 Next Steps & Resources
 Attendee Questions



Commonly Used Acronyms
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Acronym Meaning

ESEA Elementary and Secondary Education Act, as amended

FY Fiscal Year

LEA Local Educational Agency 

REAP Rural Education Achievement Program

RINAP Rural, Insular, and Native Achievement Programs

SAM System for Award Management

SEA State Educational Agency 

SRSA Small, Rural School Achievement 

UEI Unique Entity Identifier 



REAP Basics



What is REAP?

• REAP is designed to address the unique needs of rural local 
educational agencies (LEAs) that may lack the personnel and resources 
to compete effectively for Federal competitive grants and that often 
receive grant allocations in amounts that are too small to be effective 
in meeting their intended purposes. 

• Consists of two formula grant programs: 
o Small, Rural School Achievement (SRSA): Department makes grants 

directly to LEAs
o Rural and Low-Income School (RLIS): Department makes grants to 

State educational agencies (SEAs); SEAs make subgrants to LEAs
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SRSA Eligibility RLIS Eligibility
To be eligible for an SRSA formula grant, a 

local educational agency (LEA) must be

both SMALL and RURAL  
(see ESEA section 5211(b)).

To be eligible for an RLIS formula grant, a 
local educational agency (LEA) must be

both RURAL and LOW-INCOME 
(see ESEA section 5211(b)).

An LEA is considered SMALL if:
• The LEA's Average Daily Attendance (ADA) is fewer than 

600 students OR the LEA is located in a county with a 
population density of less than 10 persons per square 
mile.

An LEA is considered RURAL for SRSA if:
• All schools within the LEA have an NCES locale code of 

41, 42, or 43 OR the LEA is designated as "rural" by a 
governmental agency of the State.

An LEA is considered LOW-INCOME if:
• 20% or more of children aged 5-17 served by the LEA 

must be from families with incomes below the poverty 
line as determined by data from the Small Area Income 
Poverty Estimates of the Bureau of Census (SAIPE Data)

An LEA is considered RURAL for RLIS if:
• All schools within the LEA have an NCES locale code of 

32, 33, 41, 42, or 43 OR the LEA is designated as "rural" 
by a governmental agency of the State.



# Type Definition

11 Large City Territory inside an urbanized area and inside a principal city with population of 250,000 or more.

12 Midsize City Territory inside an urbanized area and inside a principal city with population of less than 250,000 and 
greater than or equal to 100,000.

13 Small City Territory inside an urbanized area and inside a principal city with population of less than 100,000.

21 Large Suburb Territory outside a principal city and inside an urbanized area with population of 250,000 or more.

22 Midsize 
Suburb

Territory outside a principal city and inside an urbanized area with population of less than 250,000 and 
greater than or equal to 100,000.

23 Small Suburb Territory outside a principal city and inside an urbanized area with population of less than 100,000.

31 Fringe Town Territory inside an urban cluster that is less than or equal to 10 miles from an urbanized area.

32 Distant Town Territory inside an urban cluster that is more than 10 miles and less than or equal to 35 miles from an 
urbanized area.

33 Remote Town Territory inside an urban cluster that is more than 35 miles from an urbanized area.

41 Fringe Rural Census-defined rural territory that is less than or equal to 5 miles from an urbanized area, as well as rural 
territory that is less than or equal to 2.5 miles from an urban cluster.

42 Distant Rural Census-defined rural territory that is more than 5 miles but less than or equal to 25 miles from an 
urbanized area, as well as rural territory that is more than 2.5 miles but less than or equal to 10 miles 
from an urban cluster.

43 Remote Rural Census-defined rural territory that is more than 25 miles from an urbanized area and is also more than 10 
miles from an urban cluster.

REAP Locale Codes

9



Dual-Eligibility
• Under the “Choice of Participation” provision of the 

ESEA, an LEA that is eligible for both SRSA and RLIS 
may only receive funds under one of the programs. 

• An LEA should research the requirements and 
provisions of both the SRSA and the RLIS programs 
to determine which program best meets its needs. 

• REAP provides estimated award allocations under 
each program in the Master Eligibility Spreadsheet 
and the SRSA application invitation email. 

• To receive SRSA funding, an eligible LEA must apply 
which will also notify the Department of the LEA’s 
intent to participate in SRSA. 

• If the LEA does not submit an SRSA application, the 
Department will notify the SEA that the LEA is 
eligible for RLIS. That LEA should follow its SEA’s 
application procedures for RLIS funds. 
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SRSA Eligible
Considered “small”
(has an ADA under 

600)

LEA has a 
locale code 
of 41, 42, or 

43

RLIS Eligible
Considered “low-
income” (20% or
more of children

aged 5-17 must be 
from families with 
incomes below the 

poverty line)



REAP Uses of Funds
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REAP funds may be used to support activities authorized under any of the following ESEA programs:

SRSA RLIS

• Title I, Part A (Improving Basic Programs Operated 
by LEAs) activities

• Title II, Part A (Supporting Effective Instruction) 
activities

• Title III (Language Instruction for English Learners 
and Immigrant Students) activities

• Title IV, Part A (Student Support and Academic 
Enrichment Grants) activities

• Title IV, Part B (21st Century Community Learning 
Centers) activities

• Title I, Part A (Improving Basic Programs Operated 
by LEAs) activities

• Title II, Part A (Supporting Effective Instruction) 
activities

• Title III (Language Instruction for English Learners 
and Immigrant Students) activities

• Title IV, Part A (Student Support and Academic 
Enrichment Grants) activities

• Parental Involvement activities

REAP funds must be used to supplement, and not supplant, 
other Federal, State, and local education funds



The Alternative Funds Use Authority (AFUA)
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Funds allocated to 
an SRSA-eligible LEAs 

under:
Title II, Part A
Title IV, Part A

Activities Allowable 
Under:

Title I, Part A
Title II, Part A

Title III
Title IV, Part A
Title IV, Part B

AFUA at a GlanceAFUA allows SRSA-eligible LEAs greater flexibility in spending the fund they 
receive under Title II, Part A and Title IV, Part A, in order to best address the 
LEA's particular needs.

Who can exercise AFUA?
• Any LEA that is eligible for SRSA may exercise AFUA, including dual-

eligible LEAs and LEAs who were eligible but did not apply for a grant.

How is AFUA used?
• If an LEA receives funds under Title II, Part A or Title IV, Part A and wishes 

to exercise AFUA, it can use those funds for any of the SRSA allowable 
uses of funds.

What are the reporting requirements?
• An eligible LEA must notify the State of its intent to exercise this authority 

prior to the SEA’s established deadline.



Timeline for FY 2026



FY 2026 REAP Timeline
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FY 2026 SRSA Application Timeline
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April 13th, 2026
• FY 2026 SRSA 

application opens.
• Invitation email sent 

to the primary 
contact of each 
eligible LEA.

May 18th, 2026
• FY 2026 SRSA 

application closes.

July 1st  -  Sept. 30th, 2026
• FY 2026 SRSA grants 

awarded to eligible 
applicants beginning on 
July 1 on a rolling basis 
through the end of 
September.

• FY 2026 SRSA 
Performance Period Start 
Date: 7/1/26.



FY 2026 Master Eligibility 
Spreadsheet



What is the MES?

The Master Eligibility Spreadsheet (MES) is REAP’s online public spreadsheet that includes:
• All LEAs in the nation
• REAP eligibility status– including dual-eligibility 
• Estimated award allocations for eligible REAP programs
• Title program allocations used in the SRSA formula
• General LEA contact information

The MES is updated weekly during the SRSA application process and periodically throughout 
the rest of the fiscal year – it eventually includes award information.
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Review contact information on 
the MES for accuracy



Accessing the MES

The public version of the FY26 MES can accessed from the REAP website on 
both the SRSA and RLIS eligibility pages: bit.ly/REAP_MES 
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https://www.ed.gov/grants-and-programs/formula-grants/rural-and-insular-areas/small-rural-school-achievement-program#srsa-eligibility


MES Tabs
The MES contains 4 useful tabs:
• Summary - Various data 

breakdowns by state

• All LEAs - This includes 
detailed data for all LEAs

• HH - Specific data for Hold 
Harmless LEAs

• Data Dictionary - This gives 
the definition and data source 
for the different data fields
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All LEAs Tab: Columns A-K
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All LEAs Tab: Columns L-S
• Columns L-O: indicates an 

LEA’s eligibility
• Columns P-Q: an LEA’s 

estimated award amount
• Dual-eligible LEAs will see award 

amounts for both RLIS and SRSA 

• Column S: LEA's SRSA 
application has been received
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Column R: indicates if an 
LEA is AFUA-eligible



All LEAs Tab: Columns U-AB
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• Columns U-V: data used for REAP 
“rural” eligibility criteria

• Columns W-X: data used for SRSA 
“small” criteria and allocations

• Columns Y-Z: data used for RLIS 
“low-income” criteria

• Columns AA-AB: data used for 
SRSA allocations

• Check to make sure that your 
eligibility data is correct!



All LEAs Columns AC-AF Contact Information

• The Primary Contact will receive the 
application link via email

• Verify that this is the person who should 
be receiving emails from REAP!

• This person will be prepopulated into the 
SRSA application as the State Authorizing 
Official

• The contact information can be changed in 
the application
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If your contacts are incorrect:
Email us now at reap@ed.gov identifying your 

LEA by NCES ID # and providing the new 
Contact’s First Name, Last Name, and Email 

Address

mailto:reap@ed.gov


Tips for Navigating the MES
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• We suggest using Ctrl + F 
to search for your LEA by 
NCES ID Number

• If using any other search 
detail, view multiple 
matching (e.g., LEA name, 
contact name, etc.)



FY 2026 SRSA Application



Invitation Email
• Each Primary Contact / State Authorizing Official received an email from Connect Survey at 

no-reply.survey@connect.gov on April 13, 2026.

• The email contains identifying information about the LEA, helpful resources, and a unique 
application link.
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LEA Information

Award Estimates

mailto:no-reply.survey@connect.gov
mailto:no-reply.survey@connect.gov
mailto:no-reply.survey@connect.gov


Application Welcome Page
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• After clicking your LEA’s unique 
link in the email sent to the 
primary contact, you will be 
directed to the FY 2026 SRSA 
application

• Please read the instructions 
thoroughly before beginning the 
application



Verify your LEA’s Contact Information
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• You will need to verify your LEA
• Local Education Agency 

Name
• Mailing address
• Phone number

• ONLY select “No” if information 
needs to be corrected



Dual Eligible – Selecting RLIS/SRSA
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• If you are a Dual Eligible LEA, you will 
have an additional question asking which 
program you are selecting.

• Selecting SRSA will lead you to the 
remainder of the SRSA application.

• Selecting RLIS will indicate to the REAP 
team that you will not receive an SRSA 
award this year. 



Verifying your UEI
• To access SRSA grant funds, an LEA must have a validated and 

active UEI in SAM.gov

• If your LEA received SRSA funds in prior years, the UEI will 
auto-populate in the application

• Please review the UEI and edit if needed

• If the field is blank, the Department does not have a UEI on file 
for your LEA

• If your LEA does not have a UEI, please type "Registering" in 
the field below. You must visit SAM.gov as soon as possible to 
register your UEI, free of charge. Promptly email us at 
reap@ed.gov to submit your registered UEI once one is 
assigned. You cannot receive any federal funds without a fully 
registered and active UEI.
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Intended Use of Funds
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• Your LEA will provide its intended use of funds by 
checking the relevant boxes.

• Your answer to this question is non-binding

• Please make a note of the boxes you check if you 
wish to have a record of your response.

• Selecting only one box is acceptable, as is 
choosing multiple boxes.

• These might be multiple distinct fund uses, or 
a single project that overlaps multiple fund 
use categories. 



Assurances & Signature

32

Read all assurances 
thoroughly.

When ready, you will need 
to accept the assurances, 
provide the date, and type 
your electronic signature.



Submit Your Application 
• Remember to click SUBMIT before exiting your browser!

• The primary contact who received the invitation email will receive a confirmation email with resources, a 
summary of their responses, and next steps.

• Keep your confirmation email as a record of your application.
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SRSA Post-Application 
Information
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Next Steps & Resources



Important Next Steps
• View your LEA’s current primary and secondary contacts on the FY 2026 Master Eligibility Spreadsheet 

(MES).  Both primary and secondary contacts will receive email communication from reap@ed.gov 
throughout the application window.

• The primary contact for each SRSA-eligible LEA has received the FY 2026 SRSA Application invitation 
email from the U.S. Department of Education at: no-reply.survey@connect.gov.

• If desired, the primary contact may forward this invitation email to other appropriate LEA staff to 
complete and submit the SRSA application.

• Once the SRSA application has been submitted (regardless of who in your LEA submits), the listed 
primary contact will receive a confirmation email that contains next steps and helpful resources.

• Email REAP@ed.gov to update your LEA’s contact information. Include your NCES ID Number to 
identify your LEA and include the First Name, Last Name and Email Address of the new contact.
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mailto:reap@ed.gov
mailto:no-reply.survey@connect.gov
mailto:no-reply.survey@connect.gov
mailto:no-reply.survey@connect.gov
mailto:REAP@ed.gov


Registering and Maintaining a UEI

• To activate or renew your 
UEI you will need to log 
into https://sam.gov/ 

• You will see options to 
start the process to get a 
UEI, to renew your UEI, 
and to check your status.
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https://sam.gov/


How to Use the SAM.gov 
Entity Status Tracker

After you enter your UEI in the SAM.gov Entity Status Tracker, you will see one of several options: 

• If you see Active Registration, please note the date your registration will expire and plan to 
reactivate your registration on or before that date

• If you see ID Assigned, you need to submit for your full registration.

• If you see Work in Progress, read the details provided in the status tracker and follow any 
instructions provided

• If you see Inactive, you must log in and follow the instructions to reactivate your registration

• If you see Mandatory Errors, contact SAM directly for additional support
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https://sam.gov/content/status-tracker


SAM.gov Resources
How do I create a SAM.gov account?

 I can’t see my LEA’s UEI in the Workspace, what do I do? (Entity Administrator Role) 

How do I register a UEI for the first time? 

What documents can I use to validate my entity? 

How can I renew or update my UEI registration if it is inactive? 

REAP’s UEI Support Guide for SRSA Grantees 
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If you need support…
Reach out directly to the SAM.gov Help Desk - Federal Service Desk (FSD). 

We recommend scrolling to the bottom of the page and choosing the “Create an Incident” feature to start 
a trackable help ticket. 

https://www.fsd.gov/gsafsd_sp/en/how-do-i-create-a-sam-gov-user-account?sys_kb_id=bf485eae47e5a6107118c3df336d4374&id=kb_article_view&sysparm_rank=4&sysparm_tsqueryId=b183e88993080f90b34533a058373cb0
https://www.fsd.gov/gsafsd_sp/en/how-do-i-create-a-sam-gov-user-account?sys_kb_id=bf485eae47e5a6107118c3df336d4374&id=kb_article_view&sysparm_rank=4&sysparm_tsqueryId=b183e88993080f90b34533a058373cb0
https://www.fsd.gov/gsafsd_sp/en/how-can-i-become-the-administrator-for-my-non-federal-entity-registration?id=kb_article_view&sysparm_article=KB0016652
https://www.fsd.gov/gsafsd_sp/en/how-can-i-become-the-administrator-for-my-non-federal-entity-registration?id=kb_article_view&sysparm_article=KB0016652
https://www.fsd.gov/gsafsd_sp/en/how-do-i-register-a-new-entity-in-sam-gov?id=gsafsd_kb_articles&sys_id=053d35b087e9a69415c331160cbb3595&spa=1
https://www.fsd.gov/gsafsd_sp/en/how-do-i-register-a-new-entity-in-sam-gov?id=gsafsd_kb_articles&sys_id=053d35b087e9a69415c331160cbb3595&spa=1
https://www.fsd.gov/gsafsd_sp/en/entity-registration-what-documentation-can-i-use-to-validate-my-entity?id=kb_article_view&sysparm_article=KB0055230
https://www.fsd.gov/gsafsd_sp/en/entity-registration-what-documentation-can-i-use-to-validate-my-entity?id=kb_article_view&sysparm_article=KB0055230
https://www.fsd.gov/gsafsd_sp/en/how-do-i-update-renew-an-existing-entity-registration-in-sam-gov?id=kb_article&sys_id=2b6c2ca097f55a945b88b146f053afa4
https://www.fsd.gov/gsafsd_sp/en/how-do-i-update-renew-an-existing-entity-registration-in-sam-gov?id=kb_article&sys_id=2b6c2ca097f55a945b88b146f053afa4
https://www.ed.gov/grants-and-programs/formula-grants/rural-and-insular-areas/rural-education-achievement-program#uei-and-sam-support
https://www.fsd.gov/gsafsd_sp


Questions?

At this time, please type any questions you may 
have in the chat. 



Thank You for Attending 
Today’s Webinar!

A copy of the slide deck will be available on our website in the 
coming days.

https://www.ed.gov/grants-and-programs/formula-grants/rural-and-insular-areas/small-rural-school-achievement-program#reap-resources
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