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APPROPRIATIONS LANGUAGE 

For necessary expenses for the Institute of Education Sciences as authorized by section 208 

of the Department of Education Organization Act and carrying out activities authorized by the 

National Assessment of Educational Progress Authorization Act, section 208 of the Educational 

Technical Assistance Act of 2002, and section 664 of the Individuals with Disabilities Education 

Act, $261,300,000, which shall remain available through September 30, 2027:1 Provided, That 

funds available to carry out section 208 of the Educational Technical Assistance Act may be used 

to link Statewide elementary and secondary data systems with early childhood, postsecondary, 

and workforce data systems, or to further develop such systems:2 Provided further, That up to 

$6,000,000 of the funds available to carry out section 208 of the Educational Technical 

Assistance Act may be used for awards to public or private organizations or agencies to support 

activities to improve data coordination, quality, and use at the local, State, and national levels.3  

NOTES 

This account is operating under the Full-Year Continuing Appropriations and Extensions Act, 
2025 (Division A of Public Law 119-4). 

Each language provision that is followed by a footnote reference is explained in the Analysis 
of Language Provisions and Changes document that follows the appropriations language.
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ANALYSIS OF LANGUAGE PROVISIONS AND CHANGES 

Language Provision Explanation 

1…$261,300,000, which shall remain 
available through September 30, 2027. 

This language provides 2-year availability of 
funds for the account. This language is 
needed to facilitate the planning of long-term 
programs of research and to accommodate 
cyclical surveys and assessments. 

2…Provided, That funds available to carry 
out section 208 of the Educational Technical 
Assistance Act may be used to link Statewide 
elementary and secondary data systems with 
early childhood, postsecondary, and 
workforce data systems, or to further develop 
such systems: 

This language provides the authority to use 
funds to expand Statewide longitudinal data 
systems to include postsecondary and 
workforce information and information on 
early childhood. 

3…Provided further, That up to $6,000,000 of 
the funds available to carry out section 208 of 
the Educational Technical Assistance Act may 
be used for awards to public or private 
organizations or agencies to support activities 
to improve data coordination, quality, and use 
at the local, State, and national levels. 

This language provides the authority to make 
Statewide longitudinal data systems awards to 
agencies and organizations, in addition to 
State educational agencies, to further the 
purposes of the program. 
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APPROPRIATION, ADJUSTMENTS, AND TRANSFERS 

(dollars in thousands) 

Appropriation/Adjustments/Transfers 2024 2025 2026 

Discretionary: — — — 

Appropriation $793,106 $793,106 $261,300 

Total, discretionary appropriation $793,106 $793,106 $261,300 
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SUMMARY OF CHANGES 

(dollars in thousands) 

Enacted/Request Amount 

2024 Enacted $793,106 

2026 Request 261,300 

Net change -$531,806 
 

Summary of Changes 2024 base 
Change  

from base 

Decreases — — 

Research, development, and dissemination $245,000 * 

Statistics 121,500 * 

Regional educational laboratories 53,733 * 

Assessment: National assessment 185,000 -$55,100 

National Assessment Governing Board 8,300 -870 

Research in special education 64,255 * 

Statewide longitudinal data systems 28,500 * 

Special education studies and evaluations 13,318 * 

Program Administration 73,500 * 

Increases — — 

ESRA Undistributed 0 +123,970 

* For fiscal year 2026, the Administration requests $124 million, in addition to specific funding 
for the Assessment and the National Assessment Governing Board (NAGB) lines, to enable IES 
to meet statutory requirements, continue critical data collections and studies, and fund 
administrative expenses in the short-term. 
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AUTHORIZING LEGISLATION 

(dollars in thousands) 

Activity 
2024 

Authorized 
2024 

Appropriation 
2026  

Authorized 
2026  

Request 

ESRA Undistributed (ESRA Title I, ETAA section 208) 01 2 0 To be determined1 2 $123,970 
Research and Statistics: — — — — 

Research, development, and dissemination (ESRA, 
Title I, parts A, B, and D, except section 174) 03 4 $245,000 To be determined1 2 * 

Statistics (ESRA, Title I, part C) 01 2 121,500 To be determined1 2 —* 
Regional educational laboratories (ESRA, 
section 174) 02 53,733 To be determined1 —* 

Assessment: — — — — 
Assessment: National assessment (NAEPAA, section 
303) 02 185,000 To be determined2 129,900 
National Assessment Governing Board (NAEPAA, 
section 302) 02 8,300 To be determined2 7,430 

Research in special education (ESRA, part E) 05  64,255 To be determined —* 

Statewide longitudinal data systems (ETAA, section 208) 02 28,500  To be determined2 * 

 
1Section 194(a) of the Education Sciences Reform Act provides that not more than the lesser of 2 percent of the amount appropriated to carry out the Act (excluding amount appropriated for 
the Regional Educational Laboratories) or $1,000 thousand shall be made available for the National Board of Education Sciences and that the National Center for Education Statistics shall 
be provided not less than its fiscal year 2002 amount ($85,000 thousand). 
2 The GEPA extension expired September 30, 2009. 
3Section 194(a) of the Education Sciences Reform Act provides that not more than the lesser of 2 percent of the amount appropriated to carry out the Act (excluding amount appropriated for 
the Regional Educational Laboratories) or $1,000 thousand shall be made available for the National Board of Education Sciences and that the National Center for Education Statistics shall 
be provided not less than its fiscal year 2002 amount ($85,000 thousand). 
4 The GEPA extension expired September 30, 2009. 
5 The GEPA extension expired September 30, 2011. 
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Activity 
2024 

Authorized 
2024 

Appropriation 
2026  

Authorized 
2026  

Request 
Special education studies and evaluations (IDEA, section 
664) 03 $13,318  To be determined3 * 

Program Administration 01 73,500 To be determined1 * 

Total Appropriation  $793,106  $261,300 

Portion of request subject to reauthorization  $793,106  $261,300 

* For fiscal year 2026, the Administration requests $124 million, in addition to specific funding for the Assessment and the National 
Assessment Governing Board (NAGB) lines, to enable IES to meet statutory requirements, continue critical data collections and studies, and 
fund administrative expenses in the short-term.

 
1 The GEPA extension expired September 30, 2009. 
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APPROPRIATIONS HISTORY 

(dollars in thousands) 

Year 

Budget 
Estimate to 

Congress 
House 

Allowance 
Senate 

Allowance Appropriation 

20171 $693,818 $536,049 $612,525 $605,267 

20182 616,839 605,267 600,267 613,462 

20193 521,563 613,462 615,462 615,462 

20204 521,563 650,000 615,462 623,462 

20215 565,440 630,462 635,462 642,462 

2021 Supplemental, 
CRRSA Act (P.L. 116-
260)6 0 0 0 28,000 

2021 Mandatory 
Supplemental, ARP Act 
(P.L. 117-02)7 0 0 0 100,000 

20228 642,462 762,465 814,492 737,021 

20239 662,516 844,075 831,395 807,605 

202410 870,868 707,372 793,106 793,106 

202511 815,455 740,373 798,106 793,106 

 
1 The levels for the House and Senate allowances reflect Committee action on the regular annual 2017 appropriations bill; the 
Appropriation reflects the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2017. 
2 The level for the House allowance reflects floor action on the Omnibus appropriation bill; the Senate allowance reflects 
Committee action on the regular annual 2018 appropriations bill; the Appropriation reflects the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 
2018 (P.L. 115-141). 
3 The levels for the House and Senate Allowance reflect Committee action on the regular annual 2019 appropriations bill; the 
Appropriation reflects enactment of the Department of Defense and Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education 
Appropriations Act, 2019 (P.L. 115-245). 
4 The Senate Allowance reflects the Chairman’s mark; the Appropriation reflects the Further Consolidated Appropriations Act, 
2020 (P.L. 116-94). 
5 The level for the Senate Allowance reflects the Chairman’s mark; the Appropriation reflects Division H of the Consolidated 
Appropriations Act, 2021 (P.L. 116-260). 
6 The Appropriation reflects supplemental funds from Division M of the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021 (P.L. 116-260). 
7 The Appropriation reflects the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 (P.L. 117-02). 
8 The House allowance reflects floor action on the FY 2022 Consolidated Appropriations Act; the Senate allowance reflects the 
Chairman’s mark; and the Appropriation reflects H.R. 2471 / Public Law 117-103 Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2022. 
9 The House allowance reflects floor action on the FY 2023 Consolidated Appropriations Act; the Senate allowance reflects the 
Chairman’s mark; and the Appropriation reflects H.R. 2617 / Public Law 117-328 Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2023. 
10 The House allowance reflects Subcommittee action and the Senate allowance reflects Committee action on the regular annual 
2024 appropriations bill; the Appropriation reflects the Further Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2024 (P.L. 118-47). 
11 The levels for the House and Senate allowances reflect Committee action on the regular annual 2025 appropriations bill; the 
Appropriation reflects enactment of the Full-Year Continuing Appropriations and Extensions Act, 2025 (P.L. 119-4). 
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Year 

Budget 
Estimate to 

Congress 
House 

Allowance 
Senate 

Allowance Appropriation 

2026 $261,300 — — — 
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SIGNIFICANT ITEMS IN FY 2024 APPROPRIATIONS REPORTS 

Research and Development Investment (Assessment) 

Senate: The Committee requests that the fiscal year 2025 CJ and fiscal year 2024 
operating plan describe implemented and planned strategies for cost efficiencies 
and necessary research and development projects. 

Response: Please see page 32 of the Assessment request. The Department determined that 
Assessment funds will not support research and development projects in fiscal 
year 2025 or 2026.  

NCES Administrative Expenses 

Senate: The Committee directs the Department, IES and NCES to work together to 
provide in the fiscal year 2025 and future CJs, as well as the fiscal year 2024 
operating plan the amount for NCES administrative expenses supported by this 
program administration appropriation. 

Response: The Department is reviewing the impact of deferred resignations, voluntary 
retirements, reductions in force and will provide an update as soon as possible.  
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SUMMARY OF REQUEST 

Over the past decade, IES has not yielded sufficient returns to students on the billions invested in 
education research and other IES activities as evidenced by the significant decline in NAEP 
mathematics and reading scores since 2013. Teachers and students deserve the best of what 
education research has to offer translated into practical classroom guides to improve instruction, 
and ultimately educational achievement. The Administration is currently in the midst of 
reimagining a more efficient, effective, and useful IES to improve support for evidence-based 
accountability, data-driven decision making, and education research for use in the classroom.  

The Administration requests $124 million, in addition to specific funding for Assessment and the 
National Assessment Governing Board (NAGB) lines, to enable IES to meet statutory 
requirements, continue critical data collections and studies, and fund administrative expenses. 
This request will allow IES leadership to allocate resources to statutorily required activities such 
as the National Center for Education Research R&D Centers and Small Business Innovation 
Research Program. Additionally, the Administration is committed to continuing support for 
critical data collections and studies, such as the Program for International Student Assessment 
(PISA), the Common Core of Data (CCD), and Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System 
(IPEDS), that provide critical information for education leaders and policymakers. The request 
also includes funds needed for the Department to meet its obligation to cover costs arising from 
deferred resignations, voluntary retirements, reductions in force, and the staff needed to meet the 
Department’s statutorily required activities.  

Over seventeen years have passed since the last reauthorization of ESRA and the classroom has 
changed for students. The Administration is interested in collaborating with Congress and other 
stakeholders regarding reauthorization of ESRA with a focus on improving academic 
achievement. The Administration is specifically interested in strengthening studies and data 
collections that pinpoint educational challenges and opportunities in schools across the Nation as 
well as exploring ways to shift control of education research priorities from the Federal 
government to States. The Administration will continue rebuilding efforts to prioritize 
educational opportunities, improve literacy and student outcomes, and support State and local 
education leaders.  

A primary focus of this re-envisioned IES would be strong dissemination and development 
efforts to ensure that IES’ activities are meaningfully supporting and useful to practitioners. 
Research must be communicated in a form that is practical and useful to teachers. The What 
Works Clearinghouse should live up to its name and be a resource for parents, teachers, and 
administrators looking for the best solutions. 
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RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, AND DISSEMINATION 

(Education Sciences Reform Act of 2002, Title I, Parts A, B, and D, except section 174) 

(dollars in thousands) 

FY 2026 Authorization: To be determined1 

BUDGET AUTHORITY  

2024  
Appropriation 

2026  
Request 

Change from  
2024 to 2026 

$245,000 * * 

* For fiscal year 2026, the Administration requests $124 million, shown on an undistributed line 
under the IES account, in addition to specific funding for the Assessment and the National 
Assessment Governing Board (NAGB) lines, to enable IES to meet statutory requirements, 
continue critical data collections and studies, and fund administrative expenses in the short-term. 

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION 

The Research, Development, and Dissemination (RDD) program funds core activities of the 
Institute of Education Sciences (IES), which is authorized by the Education Sciences Reform Act 
of 2002 (ESRA). IES activities help expand knowledge and understanding of education from 
early childhood through the postsecondary education level, as well as career and technical and 
adult education. IES’s programs and products provide parents, caregivers, educators, students, 
researchers, policymakers, and communities with reliable information about the condition and 
performance of our education system, educational practices that support learning, increase 
educational opportunities, and improve academic achievement, and the effectiveness of Federal 
education programs and related interventions. 

IES includes four national centers: the National Center for Education Research (NCER), the 
National Center for Education Statistics (NCES), the National Center for Education Evaluation 
and Regional Assistance (NCEE), and the National Center for Special Education Research 
(NCSER). The RDD program funds NCER and NCEE, as well as the National Board for 
Education Sciences, which is composed of private sector leaders as well as researchers and 
educators who are charged with approving priorities and peer review procedures and generally 
providing guidance to IES. 

NCER conducts sustained programs of scientifically rigorous research that build an evidence 
base in education to drive better decisions and lead to more effective practice. Some activities 
within NCER are organized around research topic areas, such as early learning, reading and 
writing, teacher effectiveness and pedagogy, education systems and policies; and mathematics 
and science education. Others are focused on addressing critical problems of practice identified 

 
1 The GEPA extension expired September 30, 2009. 
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by education stakeholders, such as our Using Longitudinal Data to Support State Policymaking 
program. Since its authorization in 2002, IES has built a diverse NCER research portfolio that 
includes field-initiated research projects, education research training projects, field- initiated 
evaluations of State and local programs and policies, and advancements in statistical and 
research methodology. NCER also funds research training programs to help develop a steady 
supply of researchers dedicated to finding solutions to problems in education. Since 2002, NCER 
has supported more than 2,200 individuals in acquiring relevant and rigorous skills across our 
training investments, many of whom are currently engaged in research in education. 

NCEE supports a wide range of activities in the areas of evaluation, technical assistance, and 
dissemination. The Center conducts evaluations of the implementation and impact of key Federal 
education programs through both traditional and quick-turnaround studies and serves as a 
standards and validation body for education evaluations. A portion of funding used to support 
NCEE program evaluations comes from other programs (e.g., the Special Education Studies and 
Evaluations program) and is not part of the RDD request. 

NCEE is also responsible for translating research findings into information that is accessible to 
education practitioners and for enhancing the use of evidence by policymakers and practitioners 
through the What Works Clearinghouse (WWC), the Education Resources Information Center 
(ERIC), and the National Library of Education (NLE). These programs work with NCES, 
NCER, and NCSER to promote and make accessible the results of their work. Funding for the 
WWC, ERIC, and NLE is part of the RDD request. 

Funding levels for the past five fiscal years were: 

Fiscal Year (dollars in thousands) 

2021 $197,877 

2022 204,877 

2023 245,000 

2024 245,000 

2025 To be determined 
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FY 2026 BUDGET REQUEST 

The Administration is currently in the midst of reimagining a more efficient, effective, and useful 
IES that can meet statutory requirements under the Education Sciences Reform Act (ESRA) in 
fiscal year 2026 and improve support for evidence-based accountability, data-driven decision 
making, and education research for use in the classroom. For fiscal year 2026, the Administration 
requests $124 million, shown on an undistributed line under the IES account, in addition to 
specific funding for the Assessment and the National Assessment Governing Board (NAGB) 
lines, to enable IES to meet statutory requirements, continue critical data collections and studies, 
and fund administrative expenses in the short-term. For additional information on the request, 
see the IES account summary.  
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PROGRAM OUTPUT MEASURES 

(dollars in thousands) 

Output Measures1 2024 2026 
Prior year carryover $70,443 * 
Appropriation 245,000 * 
Total available $315,443 * 
NCER Grants —  

Grant awards (new) 46,271 * 
Grant award (continuations) 134,348 * 
Subtotal $180,619 * 

Dissemination Activities —  
What Works Clearinghouse 15,307 * 
Educational Resources 
Information Center 5,349 * 
National Library of Education 2,568 * 
Technical assistance, logistical 
support, and other 5,181 * 
Subtotal $28,405 * 

Peer review of new award 
applications 2,838 * 
Small Business Innovation Research 
Contracts 14,100 * 
Digital Modernization 7,450 * 
National Board for Education 
Sciences 300 * 
Carryover 81,731 * 
Total $315,443 * 

 
1 Funds from any single fiscal year’s appropriation may be used for 2 years. This table reflects amounts obligated in each fiscal 
year and does not reflect the year in which funds were initially appropriated. As such, funds shown in any given column were 
obligated by the Department in the same fiscal year but may have been initially appropriated in multiple fiscal years. 
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*For fiscal year 2026, the Administration requests $124 million, shown on an undistributed line 
under the IES account, in addition to specific funding for the Assessment and the National 
Assessment Governing Board (NAGB) lines, to enable IES to meet statutory requirements, 
continue critical data collections and studies, and fund administrative expenses in the short-term. 

PROGRAM PERFORMANCE INFORMATION 

This section presents selected program performance information, including, for example, 
program goals, objectives, measures, and performance targets and data. Achievement of results is 
based on the cumulative effect of the Federal resources provided for this program as well as the 
resources and efforts invested by those served by the program. 

PERFORMANCE MEASURES 

Goal: Transform education into an evidence-based field. 

Objective: Raise the quality of research funded or conducted by the Department. 

Measure: The minimum percentage of projects that result in peer-reviewed publications. 

Year Target Actual 
2021 90% 82% 
2022 85 82 
2023 85 83 
2024 85 85 
2025 85 — 

Additional information: Peer-reviewed publications are an expected product of all research 
projects (i.e., grants). Given the lag from time of award to completion of a study and its 
publication, the denominator for each reporting year will be the cumulative number of research 
grants that had been funded through the end of the fiscal year 3 years prior to the reporting year. 
IES had set a long-range goal of 90 percent for this measure, a figure that proved to be overly 
ambitious, particularly since project lengths were increased to 4 years for development projects 
and 5 years for efficacy projects. NCER determines this number by searching both ERIC and 
Google Scholar for peer-reviewed publications that cite the NCER grant number as the funder 
for the reported research. This count is cumulative over time and reflects publications for all 
research grants awarded by NCER since 2002.  
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Measure: The minimum number of IES-supported interventions with evidence of efficacy in 
improving student outcomes. 

Year Target Actual 
2021 144 142 
2022 150 154 
2023 164 164 
2024 174 169 
2025 184 — 

Additional information: IES-supported interventions include those developed or evaluated by 
IES. Results of intervention evaluations typically are not available until the end of a grant award 
period. The reported data are the cumulative numbers of interventions since 2002 with evidence 
of meeting WWC standards and having positive effects on student outcomes as determined by 
the WWC reviewers. IES did not meet its target for 2024. Fewer articles describing the outcomes 
of impact studies were published than anticipated, and six of the articles considered in this year’s 
review met the WWC design criteria with or without reservations, but no significant positive 
effects were identified. 

EFFICIENCY MEASURES 

Measure: The average number of research grants administered per program officer employed in 
the National Center for Education Research. 

Year Target Actual 
2021 40 51 
2022 35 48 
2023 35 37 
2024 35 169 
2025 35 — 

Additional information: The principal efficiency measure for IES is the ratio of research staff to 
research grants. The actual value for fiscal year 2024 reflects a rise in the average number of 
research grants administered by program officers during the past fiscal year. This returns our 
average to levels closer to the FY 2020 to FY 2022. This increase reflects two facts. The first is 
that a senior program officer left ED in March 2024, and we have not yet been able to hire to 
take over her grant load. Instead, our current staff has seen their grant award loads increase as 
they have taken over the grants from her portfolio. The second is that NCER was able to run a 
full set of competitions in FY2024, and so the number of new awards rebounded to more typical 
levels.  
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STATISTICS 

(Education Sciences Reform Act of 2002, Title I, Part C) 

(dollars in thousands) 

FY 2026 Authorization: To be determined1 

BUDGET AUTHORITY 

2024  
Appropriation 

2026  
Request 

Change from  
2024 to 2026 

$121,500 * * 

* For fiscal year 2026, the Administration requests $124 million, shown on an undistributed line 
under the IES account, in addition to specific funding for the Assessment and the National 
Assessment Governing Board (NAGB) lines, to enable IES to meet statutory requirements, 
continue critical data collections and studies, and fund administrative expenses in the short-term. 

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION 

The National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) is one of four Centers in the Institute of 
Education Sciences (IES) established by the Education Sciences Reform Act (ESRA) of 2002. 
NCES is also the Department’s Recognized Statistical Agency, with responsibilities specified in 
44 U.S.C. 3563(a)(1), including the following four fundamental responsibilities: 

• Produce and disseminate relevant and timely statistical information; 

• Conduct credible and accurate statistical activities; 

• Conduct objective statistical activities; and 

• Protect the trust of information providers by ensuring the confidentiality and exclusive 
statistical use of their responses. 

To fulfill these responsibilities, NCES is authorized to: 

 
1 The GEPA extension expired September 30, 2009. 
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• Collect, acquire, compile, and disseminate full and complete statistics on the condition 
and progress of education in the U.S.; 

• Conduct and publish reports on the meaning and significance of such statistics; 

• Collect, analyze, cross-tabulate, and report data, where feasible, by demographic 
characteristics, including gender, race, ethnicity, socioeconomic status, language status, 
mobility, disability, and urbanicity; 

• Help public and private educational agencies and organizations improve their statistical 
systems; 

• Acquire and disseminate data on U.S. education activities and student achievement 
compared with foreign nations; and 

• Conduct longitudinal and special data collections necessary to report on the condition and 
progress of education. 

NCES is also authorized to establish a program to train employees of public and private 
educational agencies, organizations, and institutions in the use of statistical procedures and 
concepts and may establish a fellowship program to allow such employees to work as temporary 
fellows at NCES. 

Under the Foundations for Evidence-Based Policymaking Act of 2018, the NCES Commissioner 
is the Department of Education’s Chief Statistical Officer, responsible for directing and 
coordinating statistical policy for the agency. 

The NCES Commissioner also serves as the Department’s Senior Agency Official for 
Geographic Information under the Geospatial Data Act of 2018 (GDA) and required to address 
the statutory requirements for geospatial data under the that Act on behalf of the Department. 
NCES is required to allocate program budget to meet these data responsibilities, and NCES is 
obligated to regularly report compliance to the Office of the Inspector General and to other 
federal entities. The GDA specifically requires that NCES will: 

• Include geospatial data in preparing its budget submission. 

• Apply geospatial data and geospatial IT to improve operations, support decision-making, 
and provide information to the public.  

• Collect, maintain, disseminate, and preserve geospatial data so that resulting data and 
information is easily accessible and shareable.  

• Use appropriate geospatial data and metadata standards and make the resulting metadata 
available through the GeoPlatform.1  

 
1 https://www.geoplatform.gov/ 

https://www.geoplatform.gov/
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• Submit an annual report to the Federal Geographic Data Committee (who provides it to 
Congress) that documents compliance with GDA requirements and progress toward its 
geospatial data strategy.  

Statistical information collected by NCES contributes to the identification of needs in education 
and informs the development of policy priorities. The authorizing statute requires the 
Commissioner of NCES to issue regular reports on education topics, particularly in the core 
academic areas of reading, mathematics, and science, and to produce an annual statistical report 
on the condition and progress of education in the United States. NCES studies provide 
information on a wide range of issues that are critical to understanding the U.S. education 
system, including such topics as teacher shortages, mobility, and attrition; education equity; 
school safety; high school completion; preparation for higher education; college costs; student 
financial aid; and the achievement of students in the U.S. compared with that of other countries. 
NCES coordinates with other Federal agencies when carrying out surveys to maximize the value 
of the information collected and to minimize response burdens on stakeholders.  

Five areas, each with a set of specific activities, make up the Statistics budget: 

• Administrative Data Collections and Support includes basic descriptive data collections 
from public schools at the elementary and secondary levels and from public and private 
postsecondary institutions, activities that support the proper management and 
development of geospatial data related to education, as well as activities that improve the 
data management capabilities of state agencies, promote the development and adoption of 
voluntary data standards, and provide technical assistance. 

• Longitudinal Studies collect information on the same students over time. Studies 
undertaken by NCES include studies of students from elementary school through 
postsecondary education and training. Such studies provide insight into how students and 
educational systems influence one another and ultimately provide educators and 
policymakers with information to examine student development and factors associated 
with change over time to improve the quality of education. These studies often include 
direct assessments of student academic knowledge to measure academic growth. 

• International Studies provide insights into the educational practices and outcomes in the 
U.S. by enabling comparisons with other countries. These studies reflect the longstanding 
concern—dating back at least to the landmark 1983 report “A Nation at Risk”—over the 
role of education in maintaining the Nation’s global competitiveness and ensuring 
continued economic growth and prosperity. They also provide data on adult skills 
(including literacy and numeracy), lifelong learning, and skills training programs, as well 
as support studies of factors associated with a range of educational and work outcomes. 

• Cross Sectional Studies provide data needed to understand trends in education and 
provide flexibility to collect and release data rapidly on pressing issues. Current NCES 
cross sectional studies regularly collect and report extensive information about school 
staffing, school safety, homeschooling, parent involvement in education, private school 
characteristics, extensive pulse studies on issues affecting elementary and secondary 
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school operations, and other issue-specific data from public and private schools, their 
staff, and households. 

• Crosscutting Activities include activities designed to enhance the effectiveness and 
usefulness of statistical data collections and publications; programs to review and 
improve the quality of NCES studies and to safeguard privacy and confidentiality; 
initiatives to train the public on accessing and using NCES data; production of the 
congressionally mandated Condition of Education report and other topical special reports; 
and the development of equity data resources. 

Funding levels for the past five fiscal years were: 

Fiscal Year (dollars in thousands) 

2021 $111,500 

2022 111,500 

2023 121,500 

2024 121,500 

2025 To be determined 

FY 2026 BUDGET REQUEST 

The Administration is currently in the midst of reimagining a more efficient, effective, and useful 
IES that can meet statutory requirements under the Education Sciences Reform Act (ESRA) in 
fiscal year 2026 and improve support for evidence-based accountability, data-driven decision 
making, and education research for use in the classroom. For fiscal year 2026, the Administration 
requests $124 million, shown on an undistributed line under the IES account, in addition to 
specific funding for Assessment and the National Assessment Governing Board (NAGB) lines, to 
enable IES to meet statutory requirements, continue critical data collections and studies, and 
fund administrative expenses in the short-term. For additional information on the request, see the 
IES account summary.  
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PROGRAM OUTPUT MEASURES 

(dollars in thousands) 

Output Measures1 2024 2026 
Administrative Data Collections and Support $23,632 * 
Longitudinal Studies 38,100 * 
International Studies 20,073 * 
Cross-Sectional Studies 27,051 * 
Crosscutting Activities 12,644 * 
Total amount $121,500 * 

*For fiscal year 2026, the Administration requests $124 million, shown on an undistributed line 
under the IES account, in addition to specific funding for the Assessment and the National 
Assessment Governing Board (NAGB) lines, to enable IES to meet statutory requirements, 
continue critical data collections and studies, and fund administrative expenses in the short-term. 

PROGRAM PERFORMANCE INFORMATION 

This section presents selected program performance information, including, for example, 
program goals, objectives, measures, and performance targets and data; and an assessment of the 
progress made toward achieving program results. Achievement of program results is based on the 
cumulative effect of the Federal resources provided for the program as well as the resources and 
efforts invested by those served by the program. 

PERFORMANCE MEASURES 

Goal: To collect, analyze, and disseminate information on the condition of education in the 
United States and to provide comparative international statistics. 

Objective: Provide timely and useful data that are relevant to policy and educational 
improvement. 

 
1 Funds from any single fiscal year’s appropriation may be used for two years. The table provides estimates of the amounts from 
each year’s appropriation that will be used for each area, not the amount obligated in each of those years. 
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Measure: The extent to which customers would recommend NCES to others and would rely on 
NCES in the future as measured by the American Customer Satisfaction Index (ACSI). 

Year Target Actual 
2018 74% 73% 
2020 74 73 
20221 — — 
2023 74 72 
2025 74 — 

Additional information: NCES collects customer satisfaction information through the ACSI 
(http://www.theacsi.org/), which provides satisfaction scores based on samples of customers. The 
baseline for this measure, 74 percent, was established using 2008 data. As in 2020, NCES missed 
the target in 2023.  

The COVID-19 pandemic may have depressed the survey response rate. Customer surveys 
typically get a response rate of 2 to 5 percent, but efforts to reach respondents over the years 
resulted in a response rate of 22 percent in 2018, up from 8 percent in 2014. In 2020, the survey 
began just as the pandemic was declared, and the response rate was 17 percent. Due to the 
pandemic, the most recent survey was delayed until 2023. The response rate in 2023 was 
15 percent, a decrease from 2020. 

Measure: The percent of data collections in which the response rate was below 85 percent. 

Year Number of 
Reports 

Number of 
Survey 

Components 

Number of 
Survey 

Components 
with Response 
Rates Below 

85% 

Percent of 
Survey 

Components 
with Response 
Rates Below 

85% 
2021 42 81 45 56 
2022 40 88 52 59 
2023 30 57 36 63 
2024 27 55 21 38 
2025 — — — — 

Additional information: One way in which NCES attempts to ensure the quality of its work is 
by maintaining high survey response rates. High response rates help ensure that survey data are 
representative of the target populations. When a survey response rate is lower than 85 percent, 
the NCES statistical standards require a bias analysis to help determine the effect of the low rate 

 
1 The Customer Satisfaction Survey is normally conducted every 2 years. The 2022 survey was delayed by 1 year due to COVID-
19. 

http://www.theacsi.org/
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on the survey results. All NCES surveys in 2009 through 2024 either had an 85 percent response 
rate or higher or had nonresponse bias analyses conducted and weight adjustments made, as 
needed. 

EFFICIENCY MEASURES 

NCES adopted an efficiency measure in 2016 that tracks survey data release timeliness by 
measuring if the reports for certain periodic data collections are released by a predetermined 
date. The efficiency measure addresses customers’ concerns about data timeliness and helps 
assess whether NCES completes work in a timely manner. 

NCES’ goal is to release reports for certain periodic data collections to the public by a 
predetermined release date, ensuring that the public can expect NCES reports for annual or 
biennial data collections at an anticipated date during a reporting year. Specifically, the data 
collections that are tracked for this measure are Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System 
(IPEDS) (annual), Common Core of Data (CCD) (annual), Private School Survey (PSS) 
(biennial), and the Condition of Education (annual).  

Measure: The percentage of reports for certain periodic data collections meeting their annual or 
biennial release dates. 

IPEDS DATA COLLECTION 

Year Number of Reports Target Actual 
2021 3 100% 100% 
2022 3 100 100 
2023 3 100 67 
2024 3 100 100 
2025 3 100 — 

Additional information: This measure tracks the release dates of the Fall, Winter, and Spring 
IPEDS surveys. Each of these collection cycles includes important information that is used by 
policymakers and researchers, as well as by students and their parents. The goal is to release 
provisional edited and imputed data within 9–10 months after a collection closes and final 
release data, including revisions from institutions, within a year of the provisional release. 
IPEDS Fall data were released 11 months after collection, Winter data were released 10 months 
after collection close, and Spring data are scheduled to be released 9 months after collection 
close. 
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COMMON CORE OF DATA (CCD) DATA COLLECTION 

Year Target Actual 
2021 100% 100% 
2022 100 100 
2023 100 100 
2024 100 100 
2025 100 — 

Additional information: The CCD is the primary source of key information about public 
elementary and secondary schools and their students and staff. The goal is to release data within 
1 year from the end of data collection. In 2023, the first set of CCD nonfiscal data containing the 
preliminary school and district directory files was released within 4 months from the end of data 
collection. The second set of CCD nonfiscal data containing the final directory, students, and 
staff data are currently being reviewed and has a forecast release in January 2024, which is 
within 5 months from the end of data collection. In 2024, the CCD State level finance data 
covering State FY 2021 was released within 8 months of the close of the National Public 
Education Financial Survey (NPEFS) collection. The district level finance data covering State 
FY 2021 was released within 10 months of the close of the School District Finance Survey (F-
33) data collection. 

PRIVATE SCHOOL SURVEY (PSS) DATA COLLECTION 

Year Number of Reports Target Actual 
2019 1 100% 100% 
2021 1 100 0 
2023 1 100 0 
2025 1 100 — 

Additional information: The PSS is the primary source of data about private schools and their 
students and staff. The data also serve as the sampling frame for sample surveys that include 
private schools. The goal is to release survey data within 1 year of the end of data collection. 
Data from the 2019–2020 Private School Survey were released in a First Look Report in 
September 2021. Data collection for the 2021–2022 collection ended in June 2022, and data were 
publicly reported in December 2023. The next collection will be for the 2023–2024 school year. 
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CONDITION OF EDUCATION DATA COLLECTION 

Year Target Actual 
2021 100% 100% 
2022 100 100 
2023 100 100 
2024 100 100 
2025 100 — 

Additional information: The “Condition of Education” is a congressionally mandated report 
that is updated using data from every NCES data collection released in the prior year and 
external data from the Census Bureau, Bureau of Labor Statistics, Bureau of Justice Statistics, 
and international education consortia. 
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REGIONAL EDUCATIONAL LABORATORIES 

(Education Sciences Reform Act, section 174) 

(dollars in thousands) 

FY 2026 Authorization: To be determined1 

BUDGET AUTHORITY 

2024  
Appropriation 

2026  
Request 

Change from  
2024 to 2026 

$53,733 * * 

*For fiscal year 2026, the Administration requests $124 million, shown on an undistributed line 
under the IES account, in addition to specific funding for the Assessment and the National 
Assessment Governing Board (NAGB) lines, to enable IES to meet statutory requirements, 
continue critical data collections and studies, and fund administrative expenses in the short-term. 

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION 

The Regional Educational Laboratories (RELs) program which is administered by the National 
Center for Education Evaluation and Regional Assistance (NCEE) within the Institute of 
Education Sciences (IES), supports a network of 10 laboratories that work in partnership with 
State educational agencies (SEAs), school districts, and other entities to use data and research to 
improve academic outcomes for students. Each of the RELs serves a specific region of the 
country. 

RELs conduct and disseminate information about applied research and evaluations; develop and 
disseminate research-based reports and guidance on best practice; and provide training, 
coaching, and technical support to SEAs, local educational agencies (LEAs), school boards, and 
State boards of education. Through these activities, the RELs build local and State capacity to 
use data and evidence, access high-quality research to inform decisions, conduct their own 
research, and track progress over time using high-quality data and methods. REL resources are 
allocated based on several variables, including the number of LEAs and school-age children 
served and the cost of providing services within the region. RELs are funded through 5-year 
contracts with research organizations and institutions of higher education. 

 
1 The GEPA extension expired September 30, 2009. 
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Funding levels for the past five fiscal years were: 

Fiscal Year (dollars in thousands) 

2021 $57,022 

2022 58,733 

2023 58,733 

2024 53,733 

2025 To be determined 

FY 2026 BUDGET REQUEST 

The Administration is currently in the midst of reimagining a more efficient, effective, and useful 
IES that can meet statutory requirements under the Education Sciences Reform Act (ESRA) in 
fiscal year 2026 and improve support for evidence-based accountability, data-driven decision 
making, and education research for use in the classroom. For fiscal year 2026, the Administration 
requests $124 million, shown on an undistributed line under the IES account, in addition to 
specific funding for the Assessment and the National Assessment Governing Board (NAGB) 
lines, to enable IES to meet statutory requirements, continue critical data collections and studies, 
and fund administrative expenses in the short-term. For additional information on the request, 
see the IES account summary. 
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PROGRAM OUTPUT MEASURES 

(dollars in thousands) 

Output Measures1 2024 2026 

Available Funds — — 

Prior year carryover $19,621 * 

Current year appropriation 53,733 * 

Total $73,354 * 

Regional Educational Laboratory contracts 52,136 * 

Other, including shared web development, 
evaluation, and peer review of REL plans 
and products 4,808 * 

Carryover 16,410 * 

Total amount $73,354 * 

*For fiscal year 2026, the Administration requests $124 million, shown on an undistributed line 
under the IES account, in addition to specific funding for the Assessment and the National 
Assessment Governing Board (NAGB) lines, to enable IES to meet statutory requirements, 
continue critical data collections and studies, and fund administrative expenses in the short-term. 

PROGRAM PERFORMANCE INFORMATION 

This section presents selected program performance information, including, for example, 
program goals, objectives, measures, and performance targets and data; and an assessment of the 
progress made toward achieving program results. Achievement of results is based on the 
cumulative effect of the Federal resources provided for this program as well as the resources and 
efforts invested by those served by the program. 

PERFORMANCE MEASURES 

This section presents selected program performance information, including, for example, 
program goals, objectives, measures, and performance targets and data; and an assessment of the 
progress made toward achieving program results. Achievement of results is based on the 
cumulative effect of the Federal resources provided for this program as well as the resources and 
efforts invested by those served by the program. 

 
1 Funds from any single fiscal year’s appropriation may be used for 2 years. This table reflects amount obligated in each 
respective fiscal year and does not break down funds by funding fiscal year budget authority. 
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Goal: Increase effective use of data and research, and capacity for use, among State and 
local education agencies. 

Objective: Increase participants’ capacity to use data and research to inform decision-making. 

Measure: The degree to which participants report that REL training increased their capacity to 
use research and data to inform decisions in their organization. 

Year Target Actual 
2021 3.5 3.4 
2022 3.6 3.5 
2023 3.6 3.6 
2024 3.7 3.4 
2025 3.7 — 

Additional information: The RELs are required to survey participants and report the data to 
IES. Ratings use a 4-point scale where 1 equates to “Strongly Disagree” and 4 equates to 
“Strongly Agree.” For this measure, participants provided information on one or both of two 
questions, one on whether REL training increased their capacity to use research to inform 
decisions, and one on whether it increased their capacity to use data to inform decisions. 

Measure: The degree to which REL partnership members report that they plan to use, are in the 
process of using, or have used research or data to inform decisions in their agency, organization, 
or school. 

Year Target Actual 
2021 100% 97% 
2022 100 100 
2023 100 99 
2024 100 98 
2025 100 — 

Additional information: For this measure, REL partnership members provided information on 
one or both of two questions depending on the focus of the partnership: (1) “I have used research 
presented by the REL to inform decisions in my agency/organization/school,” and (2) “I have 
used data in new ways to inform decisions in my agency/organization/school.” 

Objective: Increase the capacity of REL partnership members to use data and research to inform 
decision-making. 
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Measure: The degree to which participants report that their participation in a REL partnership 
has increased their capacity to use research and/or data to inform decisions about policies or 
practices in their organization. 

Year Target Actual 
2021 3.5 3.3 
2022 3.6 3.2 
2023 3.4 3.3 
2024 3.4 3.5 
2025 3.4 — 

Additional information: The RELs are required to survey participants and report the data to 
IES. Ratings use a 4-point scale where one equates to “Strongly Disagree” and four equates to 
“Strongly Agree.” For this measure, REL partnership members provided information on one or 
both of two questions, one on whether participation in a REL partnership increased their capacity 
to use research to inform decisions, and one on whether it increased their capacity to use data to 
inform decisions. 

Partnership members are representatives of an organization in the REL region that has a stake in 
improving educational outcomes for students and wants to partner with the REL to undertake 
research, training, coaching, or dissemination projects to address problems that are preventing all 
students from achieving positive outcomes. Partnerships meet regularly and work with the REL 
staff on applied research projects to answer questions posed by partnership members. They also 
help design, and often participate in, training, coaching, and technical support activities to help 
stakeholders use evidence and evidence-based practices. Partners also work with the REL to 
disseminate rigorous evidence and evidence-based practices. 
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ASSESSMENT 

(National Assessment of Educational Progress Authorization Act) 

(dollars in thousands) 

FY 2026 Authorization: To be determined1 

BUDGET AUTHORITY 

 
2024  

Appropriation 
2026  

Request 
Change from  
2024 to 2026 

National Assessment of 
Educational Progress $185,000 $129,900 -$55,100 

National Assessment Governing 
Board 8,300 7,430 -870 

Total $193,300 $137,330 -$55,970 

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION 

The National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), also known as “The Nation’s Report 
Card,” is the largest continuing and nationally representative assessment of what our Nation’s 
students know and can do in various subject areas. NAEP is designed to measure and provide 
objective information on the status of and trends in student learning over time in a wide range of 
subject areas. Assessment frequency is specified in the authorizing statute. The Commissioner 
for Education Statistics must conduct: 

• National fourth and eighth grade reading and mathematics assessments in public and 
private schools at least once every 2 years; 

• National grade 12 reading and mathematics assessments in public and private schools on 
a regular schedule; and 

• Biennial fourth and eighth grade State assessments of student achievement in reading and 
mathematics. 

If time and resources allow, the Commissioner may conduct national and State assessments in 
additional subjects at the 4th, 8th, and 12th grades in public and private schools at regularly 
scheduled intervals, including writing, science, U.S. history, geography, civics, economics, 
foreign languages, and arts; 12th grade State reading and mathematics assessments; and long-
term trend assessments of academic achievement at ages 9, 13, and 17 in reading and 
mathematics. Whenever feasible, information must be collected and reported by race, ethnicity, 
socioeconomic status, gender, disability, and limited English proficiency. The NAEP schedule is 
publicly available at https://www.nagb.org/about-naep/assessment-schedule.html. The National 

 
1 The GEPA extension expired September 30, 2009. 

https://www.nagb.org/about-naep/assessment-schedule.html
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Assessment Governing Board (NAGB) is responsible for formulating policy for NAEP. NAGB is 
composed of 25 voting members including Governors, State legislators, chief State school 
officers, a superintendent, State and local board of education members, testing and measurement 
experts, a representative of business or industry, curriculum specialists, principals, classroom 
teachers, and parents. The Director of the Institute of Education Sciences (IES) serves as an ex 
officio, nonvoting member of the Board. Using a national consensus approach, NAGB develops 
appropriate assessment objectives and achievement levels for each grade in each subject area to 
be assessed. 

The Assessment budget supports the following major program components: 

• National NAEP: The main NAEP assessments report results for the Nation and are 
designed to follow the curriculum frameworks developed by NAGB. They periodically 
measure student achievement in reading, mathematics, science, writing, U.S. history, 
civics, geography, and other subjects. 

• State NAEP: State assessments address the needs of State-level policymakers for reliable 
data concerning student achievement in their States in reading, mathematics, science, 
civics, and writing. 

• The Trial Urban District Assessment (TUDA): Begun in 2002, the TUDA provides 
information on fourth and eighth grade student achievement in reading and mathematics 
in a small number of urban school districts. Although participation is voluntary, demand 
from districts to be included in TUDA has significantly increased in recent years, with 
26 districts participating in the fiscal year 2024 NAEP assessments. 

• Long-term trend NAEP: In its long-term trend program, NAEP administers identical 
instruments from one assessment year to the next, measuring student achievement in 
reading and mathematics. These assessments do not evolve based on changes in 
curricular or educational practices. 

• Evaluation and validation studies: Congress mandates that the Secretary provide for 
continuing review of the national and State assessments and student performance levels 
by one or more nationally recognized evaluation organizations. NAEP funds also support 
studies to examine critical validity issues involving NAEP design, interpretation, and 
operations. 

• Research and development: Research and development (R&D) investments are critical 
both to maintain NAEP as the gold standard of large-scale assessments and to identify 
and produce cost savings and other efficiencies in program administration costs over 
time. 

In order to inform the American public about the performance of the Nation's students, NAEP 
produces a series of public audience and technical materials that are available online 
(http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/). In addition, a data tool allows users to create their own 
data tables with national and State data. 

http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/
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The Federal Government is specifically prohibited from using NAEP to influence standards, 
assessments, curriculum, or instructional practices at the State and local levels, or from using 
NAEP to evaluate individual students or teachers or provide rewards or sanctions for individual 
students, teachers, schools, or school districts. In addition, the use of NAEP data for student 
promotion or graduation purposes is prohibited, and NAEP should not affect home schools. 
Maintenance of a system of records containing personally identifiable information on students is 
also barred, and assessments must not evaluate or assess personal or family beliefs and attitudes. 

Test integrity is further ensured by the Commissioner for Education Statistics’ ability to decline 
to release cognitive test items that will be used in future assessments for 10 years—longer if 
important to protect long-term trend data—while continuing to provide for public access to 
assessment materials in secure settings. The NAEP statute requires that the public be notified 
about such access; requires that access be provided within 45 days in a mutually convenient 
setting; establishes procedures for receiving, reviewing, and reporting complaints; and provides 
criminal penalties for unauthorized release of assessment instruments. 

Finally, participation in NAEP is voluntary for students and schools, as well as for local 
educational agencies, and each participating State must give permission for the release of the 
results of its State assessment. However, each State receiving funds through the Title I Grants to 
Local Educational Agencies program (i.e., all States, D.C., and Puerto Rico) must participate in 
NAEP’s biennial fourth and eighth grade reading and mathematics assessments, provided that the 
Secretary of Education pays for the costs of participation. 

Funding levels for both NAEP and NAGB for the past 5 fiscal years were: 

Fiscal Year (dollars in thousands) 

2021 $172,745 

2021 CRRSA Act 28,000 

2022 187,745 

2023 192,799 

2024 193,300 

2025 193,300 

FY 2026 BUDGET REQUEST 

For fiscal year 2026, the Administration requests $137.33 million for Assessment, $55.97 million 
less than the fiscal year 2024 appropriation. The request includes $129.9 million for the National 
Center for Education Statistics (NCES) to administer NAEP and $7.43 million for NAGB to 
provide policy oversight of the assessments. The fiscal year 2026 level reflects ED’s efforts to 
accomplish its mission more efficiently and is sufficient for NCES and NAGB to carry out their 
legislatively mandated duties, including the 2026 NAEP in math and reading, in alignment with 
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the assessment schedule approved in April 2025. In 2026, the Administration proposes returning 
NAEP to an odd-year schedule to ensure that the reading and mathematics assessments are 
administered off-cycle from federal midterm and presidential elections. Should Congress adopt 
that proposal, the change would be implemented by shifting the mandatory reading and math 
assessments in 2028 to 2029 and every two years thereafter. The Administration remains 
committed to NAEP, the gold-standard and only nationally representative educational assessment 
of what our Nation's students know and can do, because a common measurement is crucial for 
States to be able to determine what works and make data-informed decisions that drive education 
policy at the State level.1  

NATIONAL ASSESSMENT OF EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS 

The schedule below reflects the NAEP schedule as approved by NAGB on April 21, 2025. 

NAEP Schedule, 2025–2033 

Year Subject 

National 
Grades 

Assessed 

State 
Grades 

Assessed 

Trial Urban 
District Grades  

Assessed 

2025 
Long-term Trend, ages 9 
and 13 — — — 

2026 Reading2 4, 8 4, 8 4, 8 

— Mathematics3 4, 8 4, 8 4, 8 

— Civics 8 — — 

— U.S. History 8 — — 

2028 Reading 4, 8, 12 4, 8 4, 8 

— Mathematics 4, 8, 12 4, 8 4, 8 

— Science4  8 8  

— Transcript Studies — — — 

2030 Reading 4, 8 4, 8 4, 8 

— Mathematics 4, 8 4, 8 4, 8 

— Civics 8, 12 8 — 

— U.S. History  8 — — 

 
1 https://www.nagb.gov/content/dam/nagb/en/documents/publications/how-states-use-and-value-naep.pdf 
2 A new or updated framework will be implemented in the assessment year. 
3 A new or updated framework will be implemented in the assessment year. 
4 A new or updated framework will be implemented in the assessment year. 

https://www.nagb.gov/content/dam/nagb/en/documents/publications/how-states-use-and-value-naep.pdf
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Year Subject 

National 
Grades 

Assessed 

State 
Grades 

Assessed 

Trial Urban 
District Grades  

Assessed 

2032 Reading 4, 8, 12 4, 8 4, 8 

— Mathematics 4, 8, 12 4, 8 4, 8 

— Science 4, 8 8  

— Transcript Studies — — — 

2033 
Long-term Trend, ages 9, 
13, and 17 — — — 

The 2026 request would ensure that NCES can implement the planned assessments and prepare 
for future assessments, such as a State-level assessment in civics in 2030 and others listed on the 
Assessment schedule. The Administration will explore ways to increase transparency and 
reporting around NAEP, including student data by family structure.  

NATIONAL ASSESSMENT GOVERNING BOARD 

The $7.43 million request for NAGB, an independent, bipartisan organization that formulates 
policy guidelines for NAEP, would be used to fund operational areas of NAGB’s work. NAGB’s 
legislatively mandated duties includes work in operational areas to support the development of 
achievement levels and frameworks required for the administration and scoring of assessments, 
outreach for initial public release efforts, and dissemination of assessment results.  

NAEP State-level assessments are held every other year, meaning that costs are considerably 
higher in some years and lower in others. Consequently, the Department requests that NAEP 
funds continue to remain available for 2 years to provide flexibility to meet these varying year-
to-year cost requirements. 

PROGRAM OUTPUT MEASURES 

(dollars in thousands) 

Output Measures1 2024 2026 

NAEP operational costs $185,000 $129,900 

NAGB 8,300 7,430 

Total amount $193,300 $137,330 

 
1 Funds from any single fiscal year’s appropriation may be used for 2 years. The table provides estimates of the amounts from 
each year’s appropriation that will be used for each area, not the amount obligated in each of those years. 
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Output Measures1 2024 2026 

Number of full-time equivalent permanent 
personnel associated with NAGB 14 14 

PROGRAM PERFORMANCE INFORMATION 

This section presents selected program performance information, including, for example, 
program goals, objectives, measures, and performance targets and data; and an assessment of the 
progress made toward achieving program results. Achievement of program results is based on the 
cumulative effect of the Federal resources provided for the program as well as the resources and 
efforts invested by those served by the program. 

In 2021, IES began collecting data on schools’ responses to the COVID-19 pandemic as part of 
their response to the Executive Order on Supporting and Reporting and Continuing Operation of 
Schools and Early Childhood Education Providers. The 2021 NAEP Monthly School Survey 
(https://ies.ed.gov/schoolsurvey/mss-report/) collected data 5 times from February through June 
of 2021 from nationally representative samples of public and private schools with a grade 4 or a 
grade 8 to provide insight into the learning opportunities for students during the COVID-19 
pandemic. Results from this new pilot survey are available for analyzing the 2022 NAEP data, 
contributing to additional contextual factors for understanding educational outcomes of the 
nation’s fourth- and eighth-grade students. Building on the Spring 2021 NAEP Monthly School 
Survey, new dashboards with information about schools’ responses to the COVID-19 pandemic 
during the 2021–2022 and 2022–2023 school years are also available online 
(https://ies.ed.gov/schoolsurvey/). Results for the 2023–2024 school year are collected by the 
School Pulse Panel, described in the Statistics activity narrative of this request. 

PERFORMANCE MEASURES 

Measure: The number of website page views: NAEP page views, excluding views of the NAEP 
Data Explorer (NDE). 

Year Target Actual 
2021 800,000 865,566 
2022 800,000 1,133,005 
2023 1,000,000 1,293,438 
2024 1,050,000 2,027,731 
2025 1,750,000 — 
2026 1,250,000 — 

Additional information: The NAEP page view measure provides an indication of the number of 
sessions during which a page in the entire NAEP website (https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/) 
was viewed at least once, excluding visits to NDE. It includes information about the NAEP 

https://ies.ed.gov/schoolsurvey/mss-report/
https://ies.ed.gov/schoolsurvey/
https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/
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program, including information geared toward participants, researchers, and educators. The 
revised targets reflect decreased views following the move of the NDE and other results-oriented 
tools to the nationsreportcard.gov web site.  

The decrease in pageview numbers in 2021 may be explained by it being a non-assessment year 
(due to the COVID-19 pandemic); a decrease in usual recruitment activity among participating 
teachers, parents, administrators, and students; and no national release of mathematics and 
reading results. However, even with the pandemic, the increased target for fiscal year 2023 to 
1 million reflects an expected increase in pageviews based on the recent redesign of the menu 
and home page to drive users more effectively to targeted information, as well as the launch of 
metadata to improve the website’s appearance in Google Search rankings. 

The 56 percent increase in page views from fiscal year 2023 to 2024—the largest increase ever 
seen and the highest number of page views in the history of the NAEP website, especially during 
a year of no major national data releases—is most likely due to an extended assessment period 
(longer than usual) and proactive Search Engine Optimization (SEO) enhancements that allowed 
Google bots to more effectively comb the website, catalog information, and assist users in 
locating information via external Google searches. Enhancements included removal of hundreds 
of old js and css files, centralization of content and reduction in site size, elimination of old 
content pre-2016, reduction of image size to increase expeditious load time, and careful 
incorporation of priority keywords into the ALT text of images. The site’s Google Authority 
score improved from 75 percent to 84 percent, confirming the effectiveness of these SEO efforts. 

We have increased the target for 2025, given the results from 2024 will be released in that fiscal 
year and the SEO efforts.  

Measure: The number of website page views: Nation’s Report Card page views (all Nation’s 
Report Card web site data). 

Year Target Actual 
2021 600,000 911,963 
2022 600,000 1,217,556 
2023 750,000 1,921,705 
2024 1,000,000 925,105 
2025 1,200,000 — 
2026 800,000 — 

Additional information: The Nation’s Report Card measure provides an indication of the 
number of sessions during which a page in the entire Nation’s Report Card site was viewed at 
least once, which includes information from all the of the Report Cards, special reports, and data 
dashboards. 



INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION SCIENCES 

ASSESSMENT 

38 

There were no releases in 2024, so the actual was lower than the target. We have increased the 
target accordingly for 2025, when the results from the 2024 assessments will be released.  

Measure: The number of website page views: NDE page1 views.  

Year Target Actual 
2021 50,000 57,717 
2022 50,200 59,604 
2023 75,000 84,199 
2024 60,000 91,222 
2025 90,000 — 
2026 75,000 — 

Additional information: The NDE measure provides an indication of the number of sessions 
during which a page in the Data Explorer was viewed at least once. Targets were reset to reflect 
the implementation of a new version of the Data Explorer in February 2018 and the delay of the 
2021 NAEP assessment. 

We have increased the target for 2025, given the release of the 2024 results.  

EFFICIENCY MEASURES 

NCES measures efficiency by reporting on the time to release of NAEP reports. These measures 
examine the actual time from the end of data collection to release to NAGB and are an indication 
of how efficiently the Department analyzes and reports NAEP results. 

Because any year with new frameworks requires additional work to analyze the results (e.g., 
conducting trend studies and setting achievement levels) and produce the final reports, NCES 
believes it is appropriate to exempt assessments with new frameworks from the efficiency 
measure calculations. This provides more comparable measurements from year to year, since 
different percentages of assessments may have new frameworks each year. 

 
1 https://www.nationsreportcard.gov/ndecore/xplore/nde 

https://www.nationsreportcard.gov/ndecore/xplore/nde
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Measure: The percentage of NAEP reports on State-level 4th, 8th, and 12th (if implemented) 
grade reading and mathematics assessments ready for release by NAGB within 6 months of the 
end of data collection. 

Year Target Actual 
2017 N/A N/A 
2019 100% 100% 
2022 100 100 
2024 N/A N/A 
2026 100 — 

Additional information: In 2017, due to the transition from a paper-based to digital assessment, 
the State results were released more than 12 months after the end of data collection, therefore 
targets and actual are reported as N/A. The assessments are conducted every other year, so data 
are reported for odd numbered years only for 2019 and prior years. Due to the pandemic, the 
2021 assessments were postponed to 2022. The 2024 assessment included a transition of the 
assessment devices and, as such, state results were released more than 6 months after the end of 
data collection; therefore, the target was reported as N/A.
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RESEARCH IN SPECIAL EDUCATION 

(Education Sciences Reform Act of 2002, Part E) 

(dollars in thousands) 

FY 2026 Authorization: To be determined1 

BUDGET AUTHORITY 

2024  
Appropriation 

2026  
Request 

Change from  
2024 to 2026 

$64,255 * * 

* For fiscal year 2026, the Administration requests $124 million shown on an undistributed line 
under the IES account, in addition to specific funding for the Assessment and the National 
Assessment Governing Board (NAGB) lines, to enable IES to meet statutory requirements, 
continue critical data collections and studies, and fund administrative expenses in the short-term. 

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION 

The Research in Special Education (RiSE) program, which is administered by the Institute of 
Education Science’s (IES) National Center for Special Education Research (NCSER), supports 
rigorous research that aims to expand knowledge and understanding of the needs of infants, 
toddlers, and children with disabilities and improve services provided under the Individuals with 
Disabilities Act (IDEA). Research topics include developmental outcomes for infants and 
toddlers with disabilities; school readiness; achievement in core academic content areas (reading, 
writing, mathematics, science); behaviors that support learning in academic contexts; and 
functional skills that improve education outcomes and transitions to employment, independent 
living, and postsecondary education. 

IES held three RiSE competitions for new awards in fiscal year 2024 in the areas of Special 
Education Research, Research Training Programs in Special Education, and Special Education 
Research and Development. Additional information on these competitions is available on the IES 
funding opportunities website: https://ies.ed.gov/funding. 

There are multiple examples of how research supported with RiSE funding is leading to a better 
understanding of the needs of learners with and at risk for disabilities and improving outcomes 
for these learners. For example, investments in research focused on special education teacher 
preparation and working conditions have led to a better understanding of state and district policy 
levers that could be used to improve the preparation, quality, and retention of the special 
education teacher workforce. 

 
1 The GEPA extension expired September 30, 2011. 

https://ies.ed.gov/funding
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• An exploratory study funded by NCSER used data from Washington state on over 1,300 
special education teacher candidates to examine relations between preservice teacher 
education experiences and outcomes for teachers and their students with disabilities. 
Findings showed that rates of workforce entry and retention in special education teaching 
positions are considerably lower for candidates with a dual endorsement in special 
education and another subject.  

• NCSER funded an in-depth exploration of the working conditions of special educators 
who support students with emotional and behavioral disorders. A key finding from this 
study was that special educators who have key colleagues to support co-running 
programs, such as paraprofessionals, are better able to provide effective instruction, 
because partners can manage significant behavior while teachers focus on instruction. 
Findings also suggested this may be essential for inclusion, as special educators without 
sufficient paraprofessional staff struggle to move students into general education classes 
if they need behavioral supports. 

Investments in building evidence on the impacts of behavioral interventions have led to a better 
understanding of what works to improve social and behavioral outcomes among students with 
disabilities. 

• The Social-Emotional Learning Foundations (SELF) intervention was developed and 
evaluated with NCSER funding for the purpose of promoting self-regulation and social-
emotional competence among early elementary age children at risk of emotional and 
behavioral disorders. The intervention is delivered class-wide, with more intensive 
supports provided in small groups to students most at risk. Findings from the efficacy 
study of SELF showed that children at risk for emotional and behavioral disorders who 
received the intervention demonstrated significant improvements in social-emotional 
learning and self-regulation as compared to children who did not receive the intervention. 

• NCSER funded a meta-analysis of over 100 school-based intervention studies focused on 
students with attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) in order to identify best 
practices for improving outcomes for these students. Findings showed substantial 
evidence supporting the use of behavioral interventions to improve behavior outcomes 
for students with ADHD, including for example, behavioral parent training and 
behavioral classroom management, with less evidence for other commonly used supports 
such as academic modifications and/or accommodations. 

Investments in high-quality mathematics interventions have led to significant improvements in 
mathematics performance among students with and at risk for disabilities. 

• NCSER has supported the development and testing of Super Solvers, a fraction 
intervention for elementary school students struggling with math. Results of the efficacy 
study showed that students who received the intervention from tutors in small groups 
demonstrated significant improvements in fraction word problem solving and operations 
in comparison to those who did not receive the intervention. Super Solvers is undergoing 
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further testing to determine its impact when implemented class-wide by general 
education teachers. 

• Fusion, a first-grade intervention aimed at developing an understanding of whole 
numbers among students at risk for mathematics learning disabilities, was developed and 
evaluated with NCSER funding. Results of the efficacy study showed a significant 
impact of Fusion on students’ math performance. 

• An NCSER-funded efficacy evaluation of Pirate Math Equation Quest, a word problem-
solving intervention for third grade students with or at risk for mathematics learning 
disabilities, revealed that students who received the intervention significantly 
outperformed students in the control group on a measure of word problem solving. 

Investments in the development and evaluation of school-based interventions for autistic students 
has resulted in significantly better outcomes for these students. 

• Developed and evaluated with NCSER funding, the National Professional Development 
Center on Autism Spectrum Disorder (NPDC) model involves forming a school-based 
team to oversee autism program quality and the use of evidence-based practices to 
improve outcomes for autistic students as well as training and coaching for teachers to 
improve their use of evidence-based practices. Results of the efficacy study showed that 
schools that implemented the model demonstrated significantly better autism program 
quality and their teachers used significantly more evidence-based practices relative to 
comparison schools and teachers. Autistic students in these schools also made 
significantly greater gains on their individualized education plan (IEP) goals. The NPDC 
model has been implemented across multiple states and used to train hundreds of teachers 
in the U.S. 

• NCSER has supported the development and testing of schoolMAX, a comprehensive 
school-based intervention for autistic students in grades 1 through 5. The intervention 
includes social skills groups, classroom instruction, therapeutic sessions, and feedback on 
goals for autistic students as well as training for their parents. Findings from the efficacy 
study showed that autistic students who participated in the intervention demonstrated 
significantly better emotion recognition and social-communication skills and behaviors 
and reduced autism-related symptoms as compared to students who did not receive the 
intervention. 
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Funding levels for the past 5 fiscal years were: 

Fiscal Year (dollars in thousands) 

2021 $58,500 

2022 60,255 

2023 64,255 

2024 64,255 

2025 To be determined 

FY 2026 BUDGET REQUEST 

The Administration is currently in the midst of reimagining a more efficient, effective, and useful 
IES that can meet statutory requirements under the Education Sciences Reform Act (ESRA) in 
fiscal year 2026 and improve support for evidence-based accountability, data-driven decision 
making, and education research for use in the classroom. For fiscal year 2026, the Administration 
requests $124 million shown on an undistributed line under the IES account, in addition to 
specific funding for the Assessment and the National Assessment Governing Board (NAGB) 
lines, to enable IES to meet statutory requirements, continue critical data collections and studies, 
and fund administrative expenses in the short-term. For additional information on the request, 
see the IES account summary.  

PROGRAM OUTPUT MEASURES 

(dollars in thousands) 

Output Measures1 2024 2026 

Available Funds — — 

Prior year carryover $8,267 * 

Current year appropriation 64,255 * 

Total $72,522 * 

NCSER Research Grants — — 

Special Education Research Grants: Grant 
awards (new) 17,106 * 

Special Education Research Grants: Grant 
awards (continuations) 52,216 * 

Subtotal $69,322 * 
 

1 Funds from any single fiscal year’s appropriation may be used for 2 years. 
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Output Measures1 2024 2026 

Logistical support and Other 780 * 

Peer review of new award applications 1,054 * 

Total $71,156 * 

* For fiscal year 2026, the Administration requests $124 million shown on an undistributed line 
under the IES account, in addition to specific funding for the Assessment and the National 
Assessment Governing Board (NAGB) lines, to enable IES to meet statutory requirements, 
continue critical data collections and studies, and fund administrative expenses in the short-term. 

PROGRAM PERFORMANCE INFORMATION 

This section presents selected program performance information, including, for example, 
program goals, objectives, measures, and performance targets and data; and an assessment of the 
progress made toward achieving program results. Achievement of results is based on the 
cumulative effect of the Federal resources provided for this program as well as the resources and 
efforts invested by those served by the program. 

PERFORMANCE MEASURES 

Goal: Transform education into an evidence-based field. 

Objective: Raise the quality of research funded or conducted by the Department. 

Measure: The percentage of projects that result in peer-reviewed publications. 

Year Target Actual 
2021 88% 86% 
2022 88 84 
2023 86 86 
2024 86 87 
2025 86 — 

Additional information: Peer-reviewed publications are an expected product of all research 
projects. NCSER has been funding research projects since 2006. Given the lag from time of 
award to completion of a study and the publication of results, the denominator for each reporting 
year is the cumulative number of grants that have been funded through the end of the fiscal year 
3 years prior to the reporting year. For example, the percentage for fiscal year 2023 reflects all 
projects funded from fiscal year 2006 to fiscal year 2020 (the total of which is 443). 

Many projects funded during this timeframe were disrupted and subsequently delayed due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. To account for the continued impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on 
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project timelines and publication rates, the target for 2023 was lowered to 86 and will remain at 
86 through 2025. 

Measure: The number of NCSER-supported interventions with evidence of efficacy in 
improving education outcomes for students with or at risk for disabilities. 

Year Target Actual 
2021 60 62 
2022 63 65 
2023 64 69 
2024 68 70 
2025 75 — 

Additional information: Since 2006, NCSER has supported efficacy evaluations of fully 
developed interventions to determine whether they produce a beneficial impact on student 
education outcomes. This measure reflects the cumulative number of interventions NCSER has 
funded with evidence of meeting What Works Clearinghouse (WWC) standards and 
demonstrating positive effects on student outcomes as determined by the WWC reviewers. 

Measure: The number of newly developed or modified interventions with evidence of promise 
for improving education outcomes for students with or at risk for disabilities. 

Year Target Actual 
2021 70 75 
2022 77 80 
2023 79 85 
2024 85 92 
2025 93 — 

Additional information: NCSER also examines whether new interventions have promise to 
produce beneficial impacts on student education outcomes. This measure reflects the cumulative 
number of interventions NCSER has funded through Development and Innovation projects that 
show promise for improving student outcomes, which is defined as showing a statistically 
significant or substantively important positive association (0.25 standard deviation or larger) for 
at least one student outcome. 
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EFFICIENCY MEASURES 

Measure: The average number of research grants administered per each program officer 
employed in the National Center for Special Education Research. 

Year Target Actual 
2021 40 43 
2022 35 38 
2023 35 35 
2024 35 30 
2025 35 — 

Additional information: The principal efficiency measure for IES is the ratio of research staff to 
research grants. These data are collected from the official grant files for NCSER. IES had kept 
the target at 40 for several years, believing that it represented an appropriate level of oversight 
and capacity. Upon further examination, including an analysis of program officer responsibilities 
besides grant monitoring, the target for 2022 has been reduced to 35 and will remain at 35 
through 2025. 
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STATEWIDE LONGITUDINAL DATA SYSTEMS 

(Educational Technical Assistance Act, Section 208) 

(dollars in thousands) 

FY 2026 Authorization: To be determined1 

BUDGET AUTHORITY: 

2024  
Appropriation 

2026  
Request 

Change from 
 2024 to 2026 

$28,500 * * 

* For fiscal year 2026, the Administration requests $124 million shown on an undistributed line 
under the IES account, in addition to specific funding for the Assessment and the National 
Assessment Governing Board (NAGB) lines, to enable IES to meet statutory requirements, 
continue critical data collections and studies, and fund administrative expenses in the short-term. 

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION 

Section 208 of the Educational Technical Assistance Act authorizes the Secretary to make 
competitive grants to State educational agencies (SEAs) to enable them to design, develop, and 
implement Statewide longitudinal data systems (SLDS) to manage, analyze, disaggregate, and 
use individual student data, efficiently and accurately, consistent with the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act (ESEA). The goals of the program are to improve data quality, promote 
data linkages, encourage the accurate and timely generation of data for reporting and improving 
student achievement, and facilitate research to improve student achievement and close 
achievement gaps. 

The grants help SEAs develop, expand, or improve data systems, and may support necessary 
training, technical assistance, and other activities to promote the effective use of data. Funds 
must supplement, not supplant, other State or local funds used for developing State data systems 
and may not be used to support ongoing implementation and maintenance of such systems. The 
SLDS program is administered by the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) within 
the Institute of Education Sciences (IES); grants are awarded competitively based on the 
technical quality of the proposals. 

The first round of grants was awarded in November 2005 and the eighth round in 2023. The 
activities supported have changed over time: early competitions focused on the infrastructure 
required for SEAs to develop their longitudinal data systems and to link K–12 data to early 

 
1 The GEPA extension expired September 30, 2009. 
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childhood education, postsecondary education, and workforce data, while the more recent 
competitions focused on States using their SLDS data to address high-priority policy issues. 

Beginning in fiscal year 2008, the Department of Education Appropriations Act authorized the 
program to use a portion of the appropriation for activities to improve data coordination and use; 
in recent years, the limit has been $6.0 million. In addition, the fiscal year 2009 Appropriations 
Act authorized the use of funds for SLDS that include postsecondary education and workforce 
information, and the fiscal year 2010 Appropriations Act added inclusion of information on 
children of all ages, including early childhood education, as an authorized activity. Since 2012, 
the Department has had the authority to use funds to link Statewide elementary and secondary 
data systems with early childhood education, postsecondary education, and workforce data 
systems, or to further develop such systems. 

To date, 49 States, the District of Columbia, American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands have received awards to 
develop and implement longitudinal data systems. 

Funding levels for the past 5 fiscal years were: 

Fiscal Year (dollars in thousands) 

2021 $33,500 

2022 33,500 

2023 38,500 

2024 28,500 

2025 To be determined 

FY 2026 BUDGET REQUEST 

The Administration is currently in the midst of reimagining a more efficient, effective, and useful 
IES that can meet statutory requirements under the Education Sciences Reform Act (ESRA) in 
fiscal year 2026 and improve support for evidence-based accountability, data-driven decision 
making, and education research for use in the classroom. For fiscal year 2026, the Administration 
requests $124 million shown on an undistributed line under the IES account, in addition to 
specific funding for the Assessment and the National Assessment Governing Board (NAGB) 
lines, to enable IES to meet statutory requirements, continue critical data collections and studies, 
and fund administrative expenses in the short-term. For additional information on the request, 
see the IES account summary. 
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PROGRAM OUTPUT MEASURES 

(dollars in thousands) 

Output Measures1 2024 2026 

Available Funds — — 

Prior year carryover $20,268 * 

Current year appropriation $28,500 * 

Total amount $48,768 * 

Funding for continuation grant awards $33,198 * 

Privacy Technical Assistance Center $1,782 * 

SLDS Technical Assistance $4,001 * 

Access 4 Learning Community Membership $32 * 

Scientific Peer review Management and 
Administration $162 * 

Carryover $9,593 * 

Total $48,768 * 

Number of continuation grant awards 28 * 

* For fiscal year 2026, the Administration requests $124 million shown on an undistributed line 
under the IES account, in addition to specific funding for the Assessment and the National 
Assessment Governing Board (NAGB) lines, to enable IES to meet statutory requirements, 
continue critical data collections and studies, and fund administrative expenses in the short-term. 

PROGRAM PERFORMANCE INFORMATION 

This section presents selected program performance information, including, for example, 
program goals, objectives, measures, and performance targets and data; and an assessment of the 
progress made toward achieving program results. Achievement of results is based on the 
cumulative effect of the Federal resources provided for this program as well as the resources and 
efforts invested by those served by the program. 

 
1 Funds from any single fiscal year’s appropriation may be used for 2 years. This table reflects amounts obligated in each fiscal 
year and does not reflect the year in which funds were initially appropriated. As such, funds shown in any given column were 
obligated by the Department in the same fiscal year but may have been initially appropriated in multiple fiscal years. 
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PERFORMANCE MEASURES 

The Department established three performance measures that assess progress of all States, not 
just the SLDS grantees. The Department believes that assessing the progress of all States is 
appropriate because the goal of the program is to ensure that critical information needed to 
improve student opportunities and outcomes is available across the Nation. 

Goal: To help States successfully implement longitudinal data systems to make informed 
decisions and improve instruction using data. 

Objective: Increase the number of States implementing P-Workforce data systems. 

Measure: The number of States linking K–12 data with early childhood data. 

Year Target Actual 
2021 40 36 
2022 42 36 
2023 40 40 
2024 40 41 
2025 40 — 

Additional information: States meet this measure if they can track all public pre-K students into 
public kindergarten and include at least one additional source of early childhood data (e.g., Head 
Start or private pre-K) in the State longitudinal data system. Beginning in 2021, NCES revised 
the SLDS measures to indicate whether a State has an automated infrastructure in place to link 
the data for each measure (early childhood, postsecondary, or workforce) with K–12 data. Prior 
to that, States were asked if they were linking the data, which may have entailed manual linking 
of data on an ad hoc basis, for example. 

Measure: Number of States linking K–12 data with postsecondary data. 

Year Target Actual 
2021 38 39 
2022 40 40 
2023 42 40 
2024 42 41 
2025 42 — 

Additional information: States meet this measure if they can link State K–12 student data to 
State data from public 2- and 4-year institutions of higher education. 
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Measure: Number of States linking K–12 data and postsecondary data with workforce data. 

Year Target Actual 
2021 25 24 
2022 27 28 
2023 28 28 
2024 28 28 
2025 28 — 

Additional information: States meet this measure if they can track all public 2- and 4-year 
postsecondary education students to, at a minimum, State employment records (e.g., State 
unemployment insurance systems).
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SPECIAL EDUCATION STUDIES AND EVALUATIONS 

(Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, Section 664) 

(dollars in thousands) 

FY 2026 Authorization: To be determined1 

BUDGET AUTHORITY 

2024  
Appropriation 

2026  
Request 

Change from  
2024 to 2026 

$13,318 * * 

* For fiscal year 2026, the Administration requests $124 million, shown on an undistributed line 
under the IES account, in addition to specific funding for the Assessment and the National 
Assessment Governing Board (NAGB) lines, to enable IES to meet statutory requirements, 
continue critical data collections and studies, and fund administrative expenses in the short-term. 

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION 

The Special Education Studies and Evaluations program awards competitive grants, contracts, 
and cooperative agreements to assess the implementation of the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act (IDEA) and the effectiveness of State and local efforts to provide special 
education and early intervention programs and services to infants, toddlers, children, and youth 
with disabilities. 

The statute authorizes the Department to support studies, evaluations, and assessments that: 

• analyze the results achieved by State and local educational agencies to improve services 
for children and youth with disabilities; 

• analyze State and local needs for professional development, parent training, and other 
activities that can reduce disciplinary actions involving children and youth with 
disabilities; 

• measure educational and transitional services and outcomes for children and youth with 
disabilities, including children and youth of color with disabilities; and 

• identify and report on the placement of children and youth with disabilities by disability 
category. 

In addition, the Department is required to submit an annual report to Congress summarizing the 
studies and evaluations conducted under this authority; the research conducted under part E of 

 
1 The GEPA extension expired September 30, 2011. 
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the Education Sciences Reform Act of 2002 (which authorizes research on special education); 
and the data on children and youth with disabilities required by section 618 of the IDEA. 

The IDEA requires the Secretary to delegate responsibility for most studies and evaluations in 
special education to the Director of the Institute of Education Sciences (IES). IES supports a 
range of evaluations that are designed to provide information about which programs and 
practices are effective for improving outcomes for children and youth with disabilities, thereby 
providing clear guidance to educators, parents, and caregivers. Within IES, the National Center 
for Education Evaluation and Regional Assistance (NCEE) has primary responsibility for 
managing the studies and evaluations under Section 664 of IDEA, except for longitudinal studies 
with special education components, such as the Early Childhood Longitudinal Study, which are 
conducted by the National Center for Education Statistics. NCEE consults with staff from the 
other IES research centers, including the National Center for Special Education Research, the 
Office of Special Education Programs, and other Administration policymakers to identify needs 
for new studies and the research questions that those studies would address. In some cases, 
NCEE has funded separate design contracts to identify options for new studies in particular 
areas. 

Funding levels for the past five fiscal years were: 

Fiscal Year (dollars in thousands) 

2021 $11,318 

2022 13,318 

2023 13,318 

2024 13,318 

2025 13,318 

FY 2026 BUDGET REQUEST 

The Administration is currently in the midst of reimagining a more efficient, effective, and useful 
IES that can meet statutory requirements under the Education Sciences Reform Act (ESRA) in 
fiscal year 2026 and improve support for evidence-based accountability, data-driven decision 
making, and education research for use in the classroom. For fiscal year 2026, the Administration 
requests $124 million, shown on an undistributed line under the IES account, in addition to 
specific funding for the Assessment and the National Assessment Governing Board (NAGB) 
lines, to enable IES to meet statutory requirements, continue critical data collections and studies, 
and fund administrative expenses in the short-term. For additional information on the request, 
see the IES account summary.  
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PROGRAM OUTPUT MEASURES 

(dollars in thousands)Output 
Measures1 2024 2026 

Impact Evaluation of Transition 
Supports for Youth with 
Disabilities2 $8,834 * 

Stakeholder meetings 54 * 

Unobligated 4,430 * 

Total $13,318 * 

* For fiscal year 2026, the Administration requests $124 million, shown on an undistributed line 
under the IES account, in addition to specific funding for the Assessment and the National 
Assessment Governing Board (NAGB) lines, to enable IES to meet statutory requirements, 
continue critical data collections and studies, and fund administrative expenses in the short-term. 

 

 
1 Funds from any single fiscal year’s appropriation may be used for 2 years. The table provides obligations as of April 25, 2025, 
from each year’s appropriation, not the amount obligated in each of those years. 
2 This contract was canceled in February 2025. NCEE is evaluating what publications, if any, may arise from this work. 
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IES PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION 

(Education Sciences Reform Act) 

(dollars in thousands) 

FY 2026 Authorization: To be determined1 

BUDGET AUTHORITY 

— 
2024  

Appropriation 
2026  

Request 
Change from 
2024 to 2026 

Personnel Compensation and Benefits Costs  $45,702 * * 

Non-Personnel Costs $27,798 * * 

Total $73,500 * * 

FTE 221 * * 

* For fiscal year 2026, the Administration requests $124 million, shown on an undistributed line 
under the IES account, in addition to specific funding for the Assessment and the National 
Assessment Governing Board (NAGB) lines, to enable IES to meet statutory requirements, 
continue critical data collections and studies, and fund administrative expenses in the short-term. 

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION 

The Education Sciences Reform Act (ESRA) sets out the organizational structure, mission, and 
functions of IES and each of its four centers—the National Center for Education Research 
(NCER), the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES), the National Center for Education 
Evaluation and Regional Assistance (NCEE), and the National Center for Special Education 
Research (NCSER). The work of these centers is supported by staff in the offices of the Director, 
the Deputy Director for Administration and Policy, and the Deputy Director for Science. 

The core work of IES under ESRA comprises these functions: 

• Conduct and support research, development, statistics, evaluation, and dissemination; 

• Disseminate education research findings and results of education research; 

• Promote the development and application of knowledge gained from research; 

• Strengthen the national capacity to conduct, develop, and disseminate education research; 

• Promote the coordination, development, and dissemination of education research in the 
Department and the Federal Government; and 

 
1 The GEPA extension expired September 30, 2009. 
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• Promote the application of research and development to improve learner outcomes across 
the lifespan. 

Funding levels for the past four fiscal years were: 

Fiscal Year (dollars in thousands) 

2022 $67,093 

2023 73,500 

2024 73,500 

2025 To be determined 

FY 2026 BUDGET REQUEST 

The Administration is currently in the midst of reimagining a more efficient, effective, and useful 
IES that can meet statutory requirements under the Education Sciences Reform Act (ESRA) in 
fiscal year 2026 and improve support for evidence-based accountability, data-driven decision 
making, and education research for use in the classroom. For fiscal year 2026, the Administration 
requests $124 million, shown on an undistributed line under the IES account, in addition to 
specific funding for the Assessment and the National Assessment Governing Board (NAGB) 
lines, to enable IES to meet statutory requirements, continue critical data collections and studies, 
and fund administrative expenses in the short-term. For additional information on the request, 
see the IES account summary. 
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ACCOUNT SUMMARY TABLE1 

FY 2026 President's Budget (in thousands of dollars) for the Department of Education Cat Code 
2024 Final 

Appropriation 2026 Request 

2026 Request 
Compared to 

2024 Final 
Appropriation 

Amount 

2026 Request 
Compared to 

2024 Final 
Appropriation 

Percent 

Institute of Education Sciences 
     

1. Research, development, and dissemination (ESRA I-A, B and D, except section 174) D 245,000 0 (245,000) -100.00% 
2. Statistics (ESRA I-C) D 121,500 0 (121,500) -100.00% 
3. Regional educational laboratories (ESRA section 174) D 53,733 0 (53,733) -100.00% 

    4. Assessment (NAEPPA)      
(a) National assessment (section 303) D 185,000 129,900 (55,100) -29.78% 
(b) National Assessment Governing Board (section 302) D 8,300 7,430 (870) -10.48% 

Subtotal, Assessment (NAEPAA) D 193,300 137,330 (55,970) -28.95% 
5. Research in special education (ESRA, Part E) D 64,255 0 (64,255) -100.00% 
6. Statewide longitudinal data systems (ETAA section 208) D 28,500 0 (28,500) -100.00% 
7. Special education studies and evaluations (IDEA, section 664) D 13,318 0 (13,318) -100.00% 
8. Program Administration D 73,500 0 (73,500) -100.00% 
9. Unallocated D 0 123,970 123,970 --- 

Total Appropriation, Institute of Education Sciences D 793,106 261,300 (531,806) -67.05% 

NOTES: 
1. D = discretionary program; M = mandatory program 
2. Detail may not add to totals due to rounding. 

 

 
1 An accessible version of the Account Summary Table is available at https://www.ed.gov/media/document/fy-2026-ies-account-summary-table-110119.pdf.  

https://www.ed.gov/media/document/fy-2026-ies-account-summary-table-110119.pdf
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