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APPROPRIATIONS LANGUAGE 

Sec. 301: No funds appropriated in this Act may be used to prevent the implementation of 

programs of voluntary prayer and meditation in the public schools.1 

(Transfer of Funds) 

Sec. 302: Not to exceed 1 percent of any discretionary funds (pursuant to the Balanced 

Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985) which are appropriated for the Department 

of Education in this Act may be transferred between appropriations, but no such appropriation 

shall be increased by more than 3 percent by any such transfer: Provided, That the transfer 

authority granted by this section shall not be used to create any new program or to fund any 

project or activity for which no funds are provided in this Act: Provided further, That the 

Committees on Appropriations of the House of Representatives and the Senate are notified at 

least 15 days in advance of any transfer.2 

Sec. 303: Funds appropriated in this Act and consolidated for evaluation purposes under 

section 8601(c) of the ESEA shall be available from July 1, 2026, through September 30, 2027.3 

Sec. 304: 

(a) An institution of higher education that maintains an endowment fund supported with 

funds appropriated for title III or V of the HEA for fiscal year 2026 may use the income 

from that fund to award scholarships to students, subject to the limitation in section 

331(c)(3)(B)(i) of the HEA. The use of such income for such purposes, prior to the 

enactment of this Act, shall be considered to have been an allowable use of that income, 

subject to that limitation. 4 
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(b) Subsection (a) shall be in effect until titles III and V of the HEA are reauthorized. 5 

Sec. 305: Section 114(f) of the HEA (20 U.S.C. 1011c(f)) shall be applied by substituting 

“2026” for “2021”. 6 

Sec. 306: Section 458(a)(4) of the HEA (20 U.S.C. 1087h(a)) shall be applied by substituting 

“2026” for “2021”. 7 

Sec. 307: Funds appropriated in this Act under the heading “Student Aid Administration” 

may be available for payments for student loan servicing to an institution of higher education 

that services outstanding Federal Perkins Loans under part E of title IV of the Higher Education 

Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1087aa et seq.) 8 

Sec. 308: The Secretary may reserve not more than 0.5 percent from any amount made 

available in this Act for an HEA program, except for any amounts made available for subpart 1 

of part A of title IV of the HEA, to carry out rigorous and independent evaluations and to collect 

and analyze outcome data for any program authorized by the HEA:9 Provided, That no funds 

made available in this Act for the “Student Aid Administration” account shall be subject to the 

reservation under this section:10 Provided further, That any funds reserved under this section 

shall be available through September 30, 2028:11 Provided further, That if, under any other 

provision of law, funds are authorized to be reserved or used for evaluation activities with 

respect to a program or project, the Secretary may also reserve funds for such program or 

project for the purposes described in this section so long as the total reservation of funds for 

such program or project does not exceed any statutory limits on such reservations: 12 Provided 

further, That not later than 30 days prior to the initial obligation of funds reserved under this 
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section, the Secretary shall submit to the Committees on Appropriations of the Senate and the 

House of Representatives, the Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions of the 

Senate, and the Committee on Education and the Workforce of the House of Representatives a 

plan that identifies the source and amount of funds reserved under this section, the impact on 

program grantees if funds are withheld for the purposes of this section, and the activities to be 

carried out with such funds.13  

(Including Transfer of Funds) 

Sec. 309: Of the amounts appropriated in this Act for “Institute of Education Sciences”, up 

to $13,000,000 shall be available for the Secretary of Education (“the Secretary”) to provide 

support services to the Institute of Education Sciences (including, but not limited to information 

technology services, lease or procurement of office space, human resource services, financial 

management services, financial systems support, budget formulation and execution, legal 

counsel, equal employment opportunity services, physical security, facilities management, 

acquisition and contract management, grants administration and policy, and enterprise risk 

management): Provided, That the Secretary shall calculate the actual amounts obligated and 

expended for such support services by using a standard Department of Education methodology 

for allocating the cost of all such support services: Provided further, That the Secretary may 

transfer any amounts available for IES support services in excess of actual amounts needed for 

IES support services, as so calculated, to the “Program Administration” account from the 

“Institute of Education Sciences” account: Provided further, That in order to address any 

shortfall between amounts available for IES support services and amounts needed for IES 

support services, as so calculated, the Secretary may transfer necessary amounts to the “Institute 
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of Education Sciences” account from the “Program Administration” account: Provided further, 

That the Committees on Appropriations of the House of Representatives and the Senate are 

notified at least 14 days in advance of any transfer made pursuant to this section.14  

Sec. 310: Section 401(b)(7)(A)(iii) of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 

1070a(b)(7)(A)(iii)) is amended by striking “$2,170,000,000” and inserting “$2,598,000,000”.15 

NOTES 

This account is operating under the Full-Year Continuing Appropriations and Extensions Act, 
2025 (division A of Public Law 119-4). 

Each language provision that is followed by a footnote reference is explained in the Analysis 
of Language Provisions and Changes document which follows the appropriations language.
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ANALYSIS OF ANGUAGE ROVISIONS AND HANGESL P C  

Language Provision Explanation 

1 Sec. 301: No funds appropriated in this Act 
may be used to prevent the implementation of 
programs of voluntary prayer and meditation 
in the public schools. 

This language prohibits the Department from 
interfering with voluntary prayer and 
meditation in public schools. 

2 Sec. 302: Not to exceed 1 percent of any 
discretionary funds (pursuant to the Balanced 
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 
1985) which are appropriated for the 
Department of Education in this Act may be 
transferred between appropriations, but no 
such appropriation shall be increased by 
more than 3 percent by any such transfer: 
Provided, That the transfer authority granted 
by this section shall not be used to create any 
new program or to fund any project or 
activity for which no funds are provided in 
this Act: Provided further, That the 
Committees on Appropriations of the House 
of Representatives and the Senate are notified 
at least 15 days in advance of any transfer. 

This language authorizes and sets limitations 
on and requirements with respect to 
transferring funds between accounts. 

3 Sec. 303: Funds appropriated in this Act and This language extends the period of 
consolidated for evaluation purposes under availability of funding used from certain 
section 8601(c) of the ESEA shall be programs for ESEA pooled evaluation 
available from July 1, 2026, through activities from 12 months, ending September 

 September 30, 2027. 30, 2026, to 15 months, ending September 30, 
2027. 

4 Sec. 304 (a): An institution of higher 
education that maintains an endowment fund 
supported with funds appropriated for title III 
or V of the HEA for fiscal year 2026 may use 
the income from that fund to award 
scholarships to students, subject to the 
limitation in section 331(c)(3)(B)(i) of the 
HEA. The use of such income for such 
purposes, prior to the enactment of this Act, 
shall be considered to have been an allowable 

 use of that income, subject to that limitation.

This language permits institutions of higher 
education supported by funds authorized by 
title III or V of the HEA to use the income 
from their endowment funds to award 
scholarships to students. 
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Language Provision Explanation 

5 Sec. 304 (b): Subsection (a) shall be in effect 
until titles III and V of the HEA are 

 reauthorized.

This language recognizes that the preceding 
proviso shall remain in effect until the HEA is 
reauthorized. 

6 Sec. 305: Section 114(f) of the HEA (20 
U.S.C. 1011c(f)) shall be applied by 

 substituting “2026” for “2021”.

This language provides for the continued 
authorization and operation of the National 
Advisory Committee on Institutional Quality 
and Integrity in fiscal year 2026. 

7 Sec. 306: Section 458(a)(4) of the HEA 
U.S.C. 1087h(a)) shall be applied by 

 substituting “2026” for “2021”.

(20 This language extends the authority for 
Account Maintenance Fees for Guaranty 
Agencies. 

8 Sec. 307: Funds appropriated in this Act This language extends the authority to 
under the heading “Student Aid provide institutions funding to service Federal 
Administration” may be available for Perkins Loans.  
payments for student loan servicing to an 
institution of higher education that services 
outstanding Federal Perkins Loans under 
part E of title IV of the Higher Education Act 

 of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1087aa et seq.)

9 Sec. 308: The Secretary may reserve not 
more than 0.5 percent from any amount made 
available in this Act for an HEA program, 
except for any amounts made available for 
subpart 1 of part A of title IV of the HEA, to 
carry out rigorous and independent 
evaluations and to collect and analyze 
outcome data for any program authorized by 

 the HEA: 

This language permits HEA programs to 
reserve funds made available under the HEA 
in fiscal year 2026 to carry out rigorous and 
independent evaluations and to collect and 
analyze outcome data for any program 
authorized under the HEA.  

10 Provided, That no funds made available in 
this Act for the “Student Aid Administration” 
account shall be subject to the reservation 

 under this section:

This language prohibits the Department from 
reserving Student Aid Administration funds 
for the HEA Pooled Evaluation authority. 

11 Provided further, That any funds reserved 
under this section shall be available through 

 September 30, 2028:

This language makes funds reserved for the 
HEA Pooled Evaluation authority available 
through fiscal year 2028. 

12 Provided further, That if, under any other 
provision of law, funds are authorized to be 
reserved or used for evaluation activities with 

This language permits programs with 
authorized evaluation activities to reserve 
funds under the HEA Pooled Evaluation 
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Language Provision Explanation 

respect to a program or project, the Secretary 
may also reserve funds for such program or 
project for the purposes described in this 
section so long as the total reservation of 
funds for such program or project does not 
exceed any statutory limits on such 
reservations: 

authority so long as the total reservation of 
funds does not exceed the program’s statutory 
limits. 

13 Provided further, That not later than 30 
days prior to the initial obligation of funds 
reserved under this section, the Secretary 
shall submit to the Committees on 
Appropriations of the Senate and the House of 
Representatives, the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor and Pensions of the Senate, 
and the Committee on Education and the 
Workforce of the House of Representatives a 
plan that identifies the source and amount of 
funds reserved under this section, the impact 
on program grantees if funds are withheld for 
the purposes of this section, and the activities 
to be carried out with such funds. 

This language directs the Department to 
submit a plan that identifies the source and 
amount of funds reserved for the HEA Pooled 
Evaluation authority and the impact on 
program grantees to specific Congressional 
Committees no later than 30 days prior to the 
initial obligation of funds. 

14 Sec. 309: Of the amounts appropriated in 
this Act for “Institute of Education Sciences”, 
up to $13,000,000 shall be available for the 
Secretary of Education (“the Secretary”) to 
provide support services to the Institute of 
Education Sciences (including, but not limited 
to information technology services, lease or 
procurement of office space, human resource 
services, financial management services, 
financial systems support, budget formulation 
and execution, legal counsel, equal 
employment opportunity services, physical 
security, facilities management, acquisition 
and contract management, grants 
administration and policy, and enterprise risk 
management): Provided, That the Secretary 
shall calculate the actual amounts obligated 
and expended for such support services by 
using a standard Department of Education 
methodology for allocating the cost of all 
such support services: Provided further, That 

 This language makes $13,000,000 available 
to the Department, from the IES Program 
Administration appropriation, for common 
support charges such as office space rent, 
information technology costs, and budget 
formulation and execution. The Department is 
required to establish a standard methodology 
for calculating actual amounts utilized for 
these common support services. The 
Department may transfer excess common 
support amounts, as needed, from the IES 
Program Administration account to the 
Department’s Program administration 
account. Similarly, in order to cover any IES 
common support shortfalls, the Department 
may transfer funds from the Department’s 
Program Administration account into the IES 
Program Administration account.  
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Language Provision Explanation 

the Secretary may transfer any amounts 
available for IES support services in excess of 
actual amounts needed for IES support 
services, as so calculated, to the “Program 
Administration” account from the “Institute 
of Education Sciences” account: Provided 
further, That in order to address any shortfall 
between amounts available for IES support 
services and amounts needed for IES support 
services, as so calculated, the Secretary may 
transfer necessary amounts to the “Institute 
of Education Sciences” account from the 
“Program Administration” account: Provided 
further, That the Committees on 
Appropriations of the House of 
Representatives and the Senate are notified at 
least 14 days in advance of any transfer made 
pursuant to this section. 

15 Sec. 310: Section 401(b)(7)(A)(iii) of the 
Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 
1070a(b)(7)(A)(iii)) is amended by striking 
“$2,170,000,000” and inserting 
“$2,598,000,000”. 

This language redirects the savings in 
mandatory indefinite Pell Grant funding 
created by decreasing the maximum award 
into the defined mandatory amounts set in 
statute. 
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