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CALL FOR PEER REVIEWERS %3
U.S. Department of Education
and

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
Ready to Learn Programming
FY 2026

Ready to Learn Programming (Ready to Learn or RTL) seeks peer reviewers to review grant
proposals submitted to its FY 2026 competition. RTL grants promote school readiness through
the development and dissemination of accessible instructional television and digital media
programming for preschool and elementary school children and their families. For the
application review this summer, we are seeking content and evaluation reviewers.

Qualifications

Reviewers must be familiar with both early learning and media/technology. Reviewers can be
children’s TV or media producers; providers of pre-school or early elementary education,
educational researchers, early learning curriculum experts; teachers, school administrators, or
university faculty; staff of community-based education programs, or other professionals with
areas of expertise listed below.

We will select individuals with the best possible combination of expertise in at least two of the
following areas:

Children’s educational television or digital The use of TV, digital media, or educational
media production (including mobile apps, technology in early learning

learning games, or websites for children)

Early Learning and Child Development Literacy Education®

Educational evaluation and research, including familiarity with What Works Clearinghouse
Standards

*Related Literacy Education expertise may include receiving comprehensive training on and/or
providing literacy instruction aligned to the science of reading, an evidence-based approach
that teaches phonemic awareness, phonics (decoding), fluency, vocabulary, and
comprehension.

We are seeking individuals able to review applications by 1) reading and analyzing applications,
2) discussing ratings with other reviewers, and 3) formalizing scores and comments for public
posting.



Reviewer Application and Selection Process

To apply as a reviewer, send your resume (maximum of 5 pages)

to ReadytoLearn@ed.gov no later than June 10, 2026. Please use the words “RTL
reviewer volunteer” in the subject line of your message, and please revise your resume
to highlight those areas that demonstrate the ways in which you meet one or more of
the listed qualifications.

Reviewers who are selected to participate will be contacted by the RTL team and/or RTL
Contractor and asked for additional contact information, availability, and potential
conflicts of interest. Those not selected will remain in the RTL reviewer pool for future
competitions.

ED solicits reviewers without regard to race, color, national origin, gender, age, or disability.
ED will provide reasonable accommodation for an individual with a disability, so that the
individual is able to participate in the review process.

Conflict of Interest

You are not eligible to be a reviewer if:

you or the organization you work for apply to the FY 2026 RTL competition,

you work for one of the partners or vendors associated with an application,

you were involved or consulted in the preparation of an application, or

you stand to benefit from an application that were to receive funding in this new
competition.

Note: Additional conflict of interest screenings may be necessary.

Responsibilities/ Payment

Please review the tentative schedule against work professional and personal calendars
to determine availability. If selected, you will be contacted to confirm your availability.

Type of Reviewer Timeframe
Content and Evaluation July 2026

The review will take place by phone and online during the weeks of July 8 through July
24, 2026. The two-to-three-week commitment is substantial. You will be expected to:

1. Participate in an orientation webinar (approximately 60-90 minutes);

2. Read approximately 6-10 grant applications (there is a recommended 50-page
narrative page limit, but each application will be approximately 100-150 total
pages with appendices);

3. Write detailed comments on each of the applications and score the selection
criteria;

4. Participate in approximately three panel calls via phone conference with other
panel reviewers to discuss the applications; and
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5. Complete revisions to comments and scores based on the panel monitor’s
feedback following each of the panel discussions.
e Payments will be $600 per application (or $3,600 to $6,000 total) after successful
completion of all tasks.

Note: Reviewers must have access to a phone and a computer with reliable internet
connection in order to participate.

Program Information
Visit the RTL program website for additional information about the grant program. Please direct
all questions to ReadyTolearn@ed.gov.
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