UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
OFFICE OF POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION

May 16, 2025

NOTE TO NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED ACCREDITING AGENCIES
Dear Executive Director:

As noted in the April 3, 2025, letter from Acting Under Secretary James Bergeron, the Office of
Postsecondary Education (OPE) will be conducting focused reviews of petitions for renewal of
recognition for accrediting agencies due to be reviewed at and beyond the summer 2027 meeting
of the National Advisory Committee on Institutional Quality and Integrity (NACIQI).

That letter also noted that agencies petitioning for renewal will only be required to respond to 38
specific sections of the Criteria within the e-Recognition system. The selected Criteria were
included as an attachment.

Beyond the 38 specific sections of the Criteria included in the focused review, agencies must
provide a response in all sections. That response will depend on an agency’s review of
compliance with that section.

If an agency has determined that it is in compliance with a section, then it would make one of the
following attestations:

e “We have not made any changes to standards, policies, or practices as they relate to this
section and we remain compliant with all requirements in this section.”

e “We have made changes to standards, policies, or practices as they relate to this section,
but we remain compliant with all requirements in this section.”

If an agency has determined that it is not in compliance with a section, then the agency would
provide a comprehensive response to that section, to include documentation to demonstrate the
corrective actions it is taking or has taken to address completely the non-compliance issue(s)
with that section.

As a reminder, accrediting agencies must maintain compliance with all of the Criteria at all
times.
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Should you have any specific questions regarding this letter, please contact Elizabeth Daggett,
Director of the Accreditation Group, via email at Elizabeth.Daggett@ed.gov.

Jeffrey R. Andrade

Deputy Assistant Secretary
for Policy, Planning and Innovation

Thank you and we look forward to continuing to work with you.

Sincerely,

—




