
  
 

   
 

Fact Sheet: Department of Education (ED) and Department of Labor (DOL) 
Postsecondary Education Partnership 

What is the nature of the partnership? ED and DOL are deepening their existing 
partnership to affirm their common commitment to furthering and improving 
postsecondary education in the United States. Together, the two agencies will utilize 
available statutory authorities to promote innovation and process improvements in pursuit 
of better education and workforce outcomes for students and other stakeholders in 
postsecondary education institutions by establishing a partnership that streamlines the 
agency administration of postsecondary education programs and connects ED programs 
with DOL programs to create a better coordinated Federal approach to postsecondary 
education and workforce development to help more Americans achieve career success. 

Why is this partnership being launched? This partnership will provide a coordinated 
Federal postsecondary education and workforce system, consistent with Executive Order 
No. 14278, and will “return authority over education to the States and local communities, 
while ensuring the effective and uninterrupted delivery of services, programs, and benefits 
on which Americans rely” in accordance with Executive Order No. 14242. 

Our nation is facing an annual labor shortage of over 700,000 skilled jobs. Building the 
skilled workforce to power America’s economic resurgence is a priority of the Trump 
Administration as outlined in America’s Talent Strategy: Building the Workforce for the 
Golden Age. One of the five pillars in the strategy is to create “Integrated Systems to 
streamline Federal workforce development programs to empower States, unify access 
points to the system for workers and businesses, and advance the President’s proposal to 
Make America Skilled Again.” The Postsecondary Education Partnership will better allow 
for this integration and ensure Americans are prepared for the jobs of today and the future. 

Under what authorities will this partnership be launched? The ED-DOL partnership 
follows a commonly utilized Interagency Agreement (IAA) framework, set forth under the 
Economy Act at 31 U.S.C. § 1535. ED has broad authority to enter into contracts with other 
agencies for such agencies to provide services to ED. Under this partnership, DOL will 
provide grant administration services to ED in managing and overseeing these programs.   

What will each agency do as part of this partnership? DOL will take on a growing role in 
administering select higher education programs funded under the Higher Education Act of 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/04/preparing-americans-for-high-paying-skilled-trade-jobs-of-the-future/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/04/preparing-americans-for-high-paying-skilled-trade-jobs-of-the-future/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/03/improving-education-outcomes-by-empowering-parents-states-and-communities/
https://cew.georgetown.edu/cew-reports/bridging-middle-skills-gap/
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osec/osec20250812
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osec/osec20250812


  
 

   
 

1965, as amended. These enumerated programs are currently managed by ED’s Office of 
Postsecondary Education (OPE). 

With proper oversight by ED, DOL will manage grant funds, provide technical assistance, 
and integrate ED’s postsecondary education programs with the suite of programs DOL 
already administers. ED will maintain all statutory responsibilities and will continue its 
oversight of these programs. 

What programs are included in this partnership? The OPE programs impacted include:  

• TRIO 
o Upward Bound 
o Upward Bound Math and Science 
o Veterans Upward Bound 
o Talent Search 
o McNair Scholars Program 
o Student Support Services Program 
o Educational Opportunity Centers 
o Training Program for Federal TRIO Programs 

• Gaining Early Awareness and Readiness for Undergraduate Programs (GEAR UP)  
• Graduate Assistance in Areas of National Need (GAANN) 
• Augustus F. Hawkins Center of Excellence 
• Title III Part A Strengthening Institutions Program 
• Title III Part B Strengthening Historically Black Colleges and Universities Program 
• Master's Degree Programs at Historically Black Colleges and Universities Program 
• Strengthening Historically Black Graduate Institutions (HBGI) 
• Howard University 
• Higher Education Emergency Relief Fund 
• Transition and Postsecondary Programs for Students with Intellectual Disabilities 

(TPSID) 
• Transition Programs for Students with Intellectual Disabilities Coordinating Center 

(TPSID-CC) 
• Fund for the Improvement of Postsecondary Education (FIPSE) 
• Higher Education Congressionally Funded Community Projects Program 



  
 

   
 

The Office of Elementary and Secondary Education (OESE) programs included in this 
agreement are the High School Equivalency Program (HEP) and the College Assistance 
Migrant Program (CAMP). Both of these programs directly connect to postsecondary 
opportunities, which make them a natural fit for this partnership. 

Is there precedent for such partnerships? IAAs are a tool commonly used by government 
agencies to share services, collaborate, and ensure efficient service delivery. Agencies 
frequently rely upon these agreements, so much so that the government has standardized 
forms to facilitate agencies’ use of them. IAAs have been used by both large and small 
agencies in Democrat and Republican administrations alike. IAAs serve many purposes, 
and they are often used for administering grant programs.  

For example, in 2022, the Biden Administration’s Department of Justice, Federal Bureau of 
Prisons signed an IAA designating the Department of Labor (DOL) to administer grants 
under the First Step Act. More recently, ED and DOL successfully implemented an IAA to 
streamline the adult education and family literacy programs funded under Title II of the 
Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) and career and technical education 
(CTE) programs funded by Perkins V. Since October 1, 2025, ED’s Office of Career, 
Technical, and Adult Education (OCTAE) has processed nearly 500 payment requests from 
35 unique grantees and has onboarded all grantees to DOL’s Grant Solutions (GS) and 
Payment Management Solutions (PMS). In summary, ED has entered into IAAs with other 
Federal agencies for many years when doing so has been in the best interest of the U.S. 
government — for example, when such agreements are cost-effective or provide enhanced 
or more efficient program support. 

Likewise, the Economy Act has been used by Federal agencies in the past to enter into 
contracts with other agencies to perform services. These contracts are commonly used to 
implement IAAs through a contract for services. ED will continue to perform all statutorily 
required duties and responsibilities. 

Will this agreement change the program eligibility for agencies, entities, and 
institutions?  There is no anticipated adverse impact on eligible agencies, entities, and 
institutions, as ED is enabling DOL to implement and execute the grant programs. All 
programs will continue to be administered in accordance with the applicable statutory 
requirements. 

https://www.ed.gov/about/news/press-release/us-department-of-education-and-us-department-of-labor-implement-workforce-development-partnership


  
 

   
 

Who should State agency staff contact if they have questions or need technical 
assistance? States and grantees should not expect to experience programmatic 
disruptions due to the partnership. States and grantees should continue to remain in 
contact with their respective OPE and DOL programmatic staff. Announcements on any 
additional process-related transitions will be made available through known channels of 
communication via OPE and DOL programmatic staff. 


