
  
 

   
 

Fact Sheet: Department of Education (ED) and Department of Health and Human 
Services (HHS) Foreign Medical Accreditation Partnership 

What is the nature of the partnership? ED and HHS are leveraging the expertise of HHS 
staff in evaluating whether the standards of accreditation for foreign medical schools are 
comparable with the standards for medical schools in the U.S. Accreditation standards 
must be comparable between U.S. and foreign medical schools in order for American 
students enrolled in medical schools outside of the U.S. to be eligible for federal student 
loans.  

Section 102(a)(2)(B) of the Higher Education Act established an advisory panel of medical 
experts to determine this comparability, which is herein referred to as the National 
Committee on Foreign Medical Education and Accreditation (NCFMEA). The two agencies 
together commit to utilizing available statutory authorities to improve the overall oversight 
of foreign medical schools attended by U.S. students through the establishment of a 
partnership that -- 

(1) provides evaluation process improvements and strengthens NCFMEA 
procedures for determining if accreditation standards used by a foreign country to 
accredit medical schools are comparable to standards applied to medical schools 
in the United States;  

(2) provides the NCFMEA with access to HHS medical education and accreditation 
subject matter expertise; and  

(3) provides a coordinated approach by the federal government to ensuring 
consistent standards of accreditation for the medical education of all U.S. 
physicians, 25 percent of whom are graduates of foreign medical schools. 

Under what authorities will this partnership be launched? The ED-HHS partnership 
follows a commonly utilized Interagency Agreement (IAA) framework, set forth under the 
Economy Act at 31 U.S.C. § 1535. ED has broad authority to enter into contracts with other 
agencies for such agencies to provide services to ED. Under this partnership, HHS will 
provide subject matter expertise, coordinate meetings, and manage technology systems to 
assist ED in managing and overseeing this committee. 
 



  
 

   
 

What will each agency do as part of this partnership? HHS will take on a new role in 
supporting and managing the work of the NCFMEA. This committee is currently supported 
by general accreditation specialists in the Office of Postsecondary Education (OPE) in ED. 

With policy and legal oversight by ED, HHS will provide medical education subject matter 
expertise to NCFMEA for the Committee’s reviews of requests by foreign countries to 
evaluate the standards of accreditation applicable to foreign medical schools where U.S. 
citizens are enrolled. Accordingly, HHS will be able to determine if those standards are 
comparable to the accreditation standards applied to U.S. medical schools, as authorized 
by law. Additionally, HHS will coordinate the activities of the twice yearly NCFMEA 
meetings and any program administration requirements. ED will maintain all statutory 
responsibilities and will continue its oversight of this committee. 

Is there precedent for such partnerships? IAAs are a tool commonly used by government 
agencies to share services, collaborate, and ensure efficient service delivery. Agencies 
frequently rely upon these agreements, so much so that the government has standardized 
forms to facilitate agencies’ use of them. IAAs have been used by both large and small 
agencies in Democrat and Republican administrations alike. IAAs serve many purposes, 
and they are often used for administering grant programs.  

For example, in 2022, the Biden Administration’s Department of Justice, Federal Bureau of 
Prisons signed an IAA designating the Department of Labor (DOL) to administer grants 
under the First Step Act. More recently, ED and DOL successfully implemented an IAA to 
streamline the adult education and family literacy programs funded under Title II of the 
Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) and career and technical education 
(CTE) programs funded by Perkins V. Since October 1, 2025, ED’s Office of Career, 
Technical, and Adult Education (OCTAE) has processed nearly 500 payment requests from 
35 unique grantees and has onboarded all grantees to DOL’s Grant Solutions (GS) and 
Payment Management Solutions (PMS). In summary, ED has entered into IAAs with other 
Federal agencies for many years when doing so has been in the best interest of the U.S. 
government — for example, when such agreements are cost-effective or provide enhanced 
or more efficient program support. 

Likewise, the Economy Act has been used by Federal agencies in the past to enter into 
contracts with other agencies to perform services. These contracts are commonly used to 
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implement IAAs through a contract for services. ED will continue to perform all statutorily 
required duties and responsibilities.  


