
  
 

   
 

Fact Sheet: Department of Education (ED) and Department of State (State) 
International Education and Foreign Language Studies Partnership 

What is the nature of the partnership? ED and State are deepening their partnership to 
improve efficiencies for programs administered under the Fulbright-Hays grant These 
programs are currently administered by the Office of Postsecondary Education (OPE) at ED 
and were originally meant to prepare U.S. students, teachers, and citizens to address 
global challenges. 

Why is this partnership being launched? State already manages a number of 
international education grants, including the Fulbright Program. This partnership will allow 
State to oversee all foreign education programs. State is best positioned to tailor foreign 
language education programs with the national security and foreign policy priorities of the 
United States.  

The Trump Administration did not fund some of these programs in Fiscal Year 2025 
because the Administration prioritized other programs. Should Congress fund these 
programs in the future, State would be a fit as it maintains the national security and foreign 
policy expertise to manage them. 

Below are examples of Fiscal Year 2024 grant abstracts from the IFLE Fulbright-Hays 
Programs. These abstracts demonstrate that these grant programs have deviated from the 
core mission of supporting international education for global competitiveness:  

• $37,000 was awarded to a doctoral student for a dissertation project on the 
relationship between collective movement, like boxing, walking, and dancing, and 
systemic conditions of anti-trans violence. The student proposed traveling to 
Bogota, Columbia’s red-light district and comparing experiences there with a boxing 
club meeting in Los Angeles’s Macarthur Park. 

• $27,000 was awarded to a doctoral student to investigate non-binary and trans 
francophones’ linguistic attitudes and ideologies towards inclusive French in 
Montreal, Canada.  

• Over $72,000 was awarded to a doctoral student for a dissertation on the Queer and 
Trans Community Building in Czechia and Slovakia. The funding would allow the 
student to travel and “create an interactive map of Czechia and Slovakia online, 
similar to Queering the Map.” 



  
 

   
 

• A doctoral student was awarded over $20,000 for a dissertation on transgender 
surgery in Taiwan. 

• Lastly, a grant awardee requested over $34,000 to complete a project to examine 
how queer and transgender Thai Buddhist artists in Bangkok, Thailand and Berlin, 
Germany are re-shaping contemporary Thai Buddhism. 

ED and State commit to utilizing available statutory authorities to promote innovation and 
system integration in pursuit of better outcomes for program participants by establishing a 
partnership that (1) streamlines agency policies and programmatic requirements; (2) 
provides process improvements to enhance the experience for program participants; (3) 
restructures and consolidates international education programs; and (4) connects ED 
education programs with State’s international education expertise to create coordinated 
Fulbright grant and international education programs. 

Under what authorities will this partnership be launched? The ED-State partnership 
follows a commonly utilized Interagency Agreement (IAA) framework, set forth under the 
Economy Act at 31 U.S.C. § 1535. ED has broad authority to enter into contracts with other 
agencies for such agencies to provide services to ED. Under this partnership, State will 
provide grant administration services to ED in managing and overseeing these programs. 

What will each agency do as part of this partnership? State will take on a growing role in 
administrating the Fulbright-Hays grant and international fellowship programs funded 
under the Higher Education Act of 1965, as amended, and the Mutual Educational and 
Cultural Exchange Act, should Congress choose to fund these programs in FY 26. These 
programs are currently managed by ED’s OPE. 

With proper oversight by ED, State will manage competitions, provide technical 
assistance, and integrate ED’s higher education programs with the suite of Fulbright and 
international education programs State already administers. ED will maintain all statutory 
responsibilities and will continue its oversight of these programs. 

What programs are impacted? The International and Foreign Language Education  
(IFLE) programs impacted include: 

• American Overseas Research Centers (AORC) 
• Business and International Education (BIE) Program 
• Centers for International Business Education (CIBE) 



  
 

   
 

• Foreign Language and Area Studies (FLAS) Fellowships 
• International Research and Studies (IRS) Program 
• Language Resource Centers (LRC) Program 
• National Resource Centers (NRC) Program 
• Undergraduate International Studies and Foreign Language (UISFL) Program  
• Fulbright-Hays Doctoral Dissertation Research Abroad (DDRA) Fellowships  
• Fulbright-Hays Faculty Research Abroad (FRA) Fellowships 
• Fulbright-Hays Group Projects Abroad (GPA) Program 
• Fulbright-Hays Seminars Abroad Program 

Is there precedent for such partnerships? IAAs are a tool commonly used by government 
agencies to share services, collaborate, and ensure efficient service delivery. Agencies 
frequently rely upon these agreements, so much so that the government has standardized 
forms to facilitate agencies’ use of them. IAAs have been used by both large and small 
agencies in Democrat and Republican administrations alike. IAAs serve many purposes, 
and they are often used for administering grant programs.  

For example, in 2022, the Biden Administration’s Department of Justice, Federal Bureau of 
Prisons signed an IAA designating the Department of Labor (DOL) to administer grants 
under the First Step Act. More recently, ED and DOL successfully implemented an IAA to 
streamline the adult education and family literacy programs funded under Title II of the 
Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) and career and technical education 
(CTE) programs funded by Perkins V. Since October 1, 2025, ED’s Office of Career, 
Technical, and Adult Education (OCTAE) has processed nearly 500 payment requests from 
35 unique grantees and has onboarded all grantees to DOL’s Grant Solutions (GS) and 
Payment Management Solutions (PMS). In summary, ED has entered into IAAs with other 
Federal agencies for many years when doing so has been in the best interest of the U.S. 
government — for example, when such agreements are cost-effective or provide enhanced 
or more efficient program support. 

Likewise, the Economy Act has been used by Federal agencies in the past to enter into 
contracts with other agencies to perform services. These contracts are commonly used to 
implement IAAs through a contract for services. ED will continue to perform all statutorily 
required duties and responsibilities. 

https://www.ed.gov/about/news/press-release/us-department-of-education-and-us-department-of-labor-implement-workforce-development-partnership


  
 

   
 

Will this agreement change program eligibility for agencies, entities, and institutions? 
There is no anticipated adverse impact on eligible agencies, entities, and institutions, as 
ED is enabling State to implement and execute the grant programs. All programs will 
continue to be administered in accordance with the applicable statutory requirements.  

Who should grantees contact if they have questions or need technical assistance? 
Grantees should not experience programmatic disruptions due to the partnership. States 
and grantees should continue to remain in contact with their respective OPE and State 
programmatic staff. Announcements on any additional process-related transitions will be 
made available through known channels of communication via OPE and State Department 
programmatic staff. 


