
 

     
 
 

   
 

 

Fact Sheet: Department of Education (ED) and Department of Justice (DOJ) Training 
and Advisory Services Partnership 

What is the nature of the partnership? ED and DOJ are deepening their partnership to 
help ensure all students have access to a high-quality education. ED and DOJ commit 
to utilizing available statutory authorities to improve students’ access to such 
education in pursuit of better outcomes for students in the United States by 
establishing a partnership that (1) enables administrative reforms to agency policies 
and programmatic requirements; (2) provides process improvements to enhance the 
experience for eligible entities; and (3) improves the quality of assistance provided to 
eligible entities.  

Why is this partnership being launched? The Civil Rights Act of 1964 authorizes the 
Secretary of Education to provide technical assistance to any school board, State, 
municipality, school district, or other governmental unit legally responsible for 
operating a public school or schools that needed support in desegregating schools. For 
many years, ED has operationalized this into a grant program to various organizations. 

DOJ has the expertise and authority over schools and their governing bodies on how to 
best prepare, adopt, and implement plans for the desegregation of public schools. As 
such, they are a natural partner for ED to engage with to improve the support provided 
through ED’s training and advisory services to eligible entities and improve students’ 
access to a high-quality education. 

Under what authorities will this partnership be launched? The ED-DOJ partnership 
follows a commonly utilized Interagency Agreement (IAA) framework, set forth under the 
Economy Act (see 31 U.S.C. § 1535). ED has broad authority to enter into contracts with 
other agencies for such agencies to provide services to ED.  

What will each agency do as part of this partnership? In coordination with ED, DOJ 
will provide technical assistance in the Training and Advisory Services program 
components authorized under 42 U.S.C. § 2000c-2, intended to provide technical 
assistance at the request of school boards and other responsible governmental 
agencies in the preparation, adoption, and implementation of plans for the 



 

     
 
 

   
 

desegregation of public schools, and in the development of effective methods of 
coping with special educational problems occasioned by desegregation. 

Through ED leadership, ED will continue to manage the overall technical assistance 
authorized under 42 U.S.C. § 2000c-2, coordinate all related policy guidance, rulemaking, 
Federal Register notices, budget justifications, and exercise authority in all matters 
assigned by statute to the Secretary of Education. 

Is there precedent for such partnerships? IAAs are a tool commonly used by 
government agencies to share services, collaborate, and ensure efficient service 
delivery. Agencies frequently rely upon these agreements, so much so that the 
government has standardized forms to facilitate agencies’ use of them. IAAs have 
been used by both large and small agencies in Democrat and Republican 
administrations alike. IAAs serve many purposes, and they are often used for 
administering grant programs. 

For example, in 2022, the Biden Administration’s Department of Justice, Federal 
Bureau of Prisons signed an IAA designating the Department of Labor (DOL) to 
administer grants under the First Step Act. More recently, ED and DOL successfully 
implemented an IAA to streamline the adult education and family literacy programs 
funded under Title II of the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) and 
career and technical education (CTE) programs funded by Perkins V. As of May 2026, 
ED’s Office of Career, Technical, and Adult Education (OCTAE) has processed over 
4,900 payment requests totaling $1.3 billion and has onboarded all grantees to DOL’s 
GrantSolutions (GS) and Payment Management System (PMS). In summary, for many 
years ED has entered into IAAs with other Federal agencies when doing so has been in 
the best interest of the U.S. government — for example, when such agreements are 
cost-effective or provide enhanced or more efficient program support. 

Likewise, the Economy Act has been used by Federal agencies in the past to enter into 
contracts with other agencies to perform services. These contracts are commonly used 
to implement IAAs through a contract for services. ED will continue to perform all 
statutorily required duties and responsibilities. 

https://www.ed.gov/about/news/press-release/us-department-of-education-and-us-department-of-labor-implement-workforce-development-partnership


 

     
 
 

   
 

Who should State agency staff contact if they have questions or need technical 
assistance? Eligible entities currently receiving technical assistance should expect to 
receive support from DOJ on their desegregation efforts moving forward. 
Announcements on any additional process-related transitions will be made available 
through known channels of communication via ED and DOJ staff. 

 
 


