UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

OFFICE OF ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION

June 14, 2022
Dear Chief State School Officer:

I am writing to inform you of a recent decision by the U.S. Department of Education
(Department) to change the data source the Department uses to calculate State allocations for
the Migrant Education Program (MEP) authorized under Title I, Part C of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1965 and other national reporting requirements for the MEP.
Previously, these allocations were made based on data States submitted through EDFacts and
Consolidated State Performance Report (CSPR) information collections. Starting with fiscal
year (FY) 2023 allocations, however, the Department will use data States submit to the Migrant
Student Information Exchange (MSIX) to determine (1) the number of eligible migratory
children residing in each State and (2) the number of those children to whom the State provided
MEP-funded services in summer or intersession programs. This change will begin with the
current 2021-22 performance reporting period, the data for which will be extracted from MSIX
in mid-December 2022.

As a condition of receiving MEP funds, each State is required to collect and submit minimum
data elements (MDEs) to MSIX within exact timeframes specified in regulations (see 34 C.F.R.
§ 200.85). These regulations became effective on June 9, 2016, and in October 2016, the
Department issued a Dear Colleague Letter to inform States of the new requirements (see:
https://oese.ed.gov/files/2020/07/All_States_MSIX_Requlations_Dear_Colleague_L etter_-

10_13 2016.pdf). The 2016 letter included an attachment explaining the unique needs of
migratory children and how the MSIX requirements address them, an overview of the
regulations, and a description of resources to assist States in their implementation efforts. The
purposes of MSIX continue to be focused on its benefits to migratory children: facilitating
timely and appropriate school enrollment, grade and course placement, secondary credit accrual,
and participation in the MEP. There have been no changes to these purposes, nor are there
additional requirements for States.

The Department first signaled its intent to transition to using MSIX data to help meet reporting
requirements related to the national migratory child population when it published the proposed
MSIX regulations in 2013 (78 FR 79221). The Department further confirmed its authority and
intent to make this transition in response to comments in the 2016 final regulations (81 FR
28143). Over the past year and a half, Department staff in the Office of Migrant Education
(OME) have been in frequent communication with State MEP Directors about the potential
implementation of this change and have gathered feedback from State MEP Directors and other
MEP stakeholders. After considering stakeholder feedback and several anticipated benefits of
the change in data sources (e.g., consistency in how child counts are calculated, reduced risk to
States and the Department, burden reduction to be realized by the removal of duplicative data),
we have decided to move forward with this long-standing plan. Although the Department will
continue to collect the same data from States for a limited period through the current reporting
method, EDFacts and CSPR, we will not use the EDFacts migratory child count data for
purposes of State allocations or national reporting. We are working to remove the duplicative
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data from the EDFacts and CSPR information collections to reduce the reporting burden for
States.

To help States better understand the impact of this change on State allocations, OME staff
will share hypothetical FY 2022 MEP allocations based on 2020-21 MSIX child count data
with MEP State Directors later this summer. In addition, OME and its contractors will
continue to provide targeted technical assistance to States that have significant discrepancies
between the 2020-21 child counts the State reported to the Department in EDFacts and the
2020-21 child counts derived from the State’s submissions to MSIX. For some States, efforts
to reconcile data discrepancies have been underway for several years and demonstrate the
need for these States to improve their data collection and management procedures.

Going forward, the Department will only include children in each State’s migratory child
count if the necessary data is in MSIX to document that the child meets the essential criteria
determined by statute (e.g., age 3-21, resided in the State for at least one day during the one-
year period). A lack of accurate and complete data submissions to MSIX not only constitutes
a failure to meet the regulatory requirements in 34 C.F.R. § 200.85 but may also negatively
impact the State’s MEP allocations from FY 2023 onward. We recognize that there may be
situations beyond a State’s control that would preclude submission of complete and accurate
data to MSIX needed to calculate the State’s migratory child counts on the date the annual
snapshot is captured in MSIX. Requests to use MSIX data from a later snapshot date or to
use State-certified migratory child count data other than that derived from MSIX will be
considered on a case-by-case basis and such exceptions will be limited to unforeseen and
unavoidable circumstances (e.g., a technical failure or system outage).

We are committed to supporting States in continuing to implement the regulatory
requirements with fidelity for the benefit of migratory children. For more information about
MSIX, please review the resources on the MSIX website at https://msix.ed.gov/. For
individualized support, you may contact the MSIX Help Desk at MSIXsupport@deloitte.com
or 1-866-878-9525, or you may email your State’s MEP program officer.

Thank you for your ongoing commitment to equitable education for all students, including
migratory children with unique educational needs. | look forward to our continued
partnership in supporting our nation’s migratory children.
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Ruth E. Ryder
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and Programs
Office of Elementary and Secondary Education
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