
Education Stabilization Fund II Allocations to the Outlying Areas 
 

Authorized by the Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2021, Public Law 116-260 
 

Methodology for Calculating Allocations 
 

Section 311(a)(1) of the Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2021 (CRRSA 
Act) requires the Department to award one-half of 1 percent of the $81.88 billion appropriated to carry 
out the Education Stabilization Fund (ESF II) authorized by title III of the CRRSA Act, or $409,400,000, to 
the Outlying Areas (American Samoa, Guam, the Northern Mariana Islands, and the Virgin Islands).  
Section 311(a)(1) also requires the Department to make such awards “on the basis of the terms and 
conditions for funding provided under section 18001(a)(1) of the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic 
Security Act (CARES Act), Public Law 116-136.” 
 
Consistent with this requirement, the Department determined total ESF II awards to each 
Outlying Area by allocating 20 percent of funds using the Governor’s Emergency Education 
Relief Fund (GEER II Fund) formula described in Section 312(b) of the CRRSA and 80 percent of 
funds using the formula for Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief Fund (ESSER II 
Fund) awards described in Section 313(b) of the CRRSA. 
 
The GEER II Fund formula allocates 60 percent of funds available based on each Outlying Area’s relative 
population of individuals aged 5 through 24 and 40 percent based on each Outlying Area’s relative 
number of children counted under section 1124(c) of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 
1965 (i.e., children counted for the purposes of making Title I, Part A formula grants to local educational 
agencies, or the Title I, Part A formula count). 
 
The ESSER II Fund formula allocates available funds based on the proportion that each Outlying Area 
received under Title I, Part A in the most recent fiscal year. However, section 1122(c)(3) of the Elementary 
and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) prohibits the Department from considering the Title I, Part A hold 
harmless provisions in ESEA section 1122 in calculating State or local allocations for any other program 
administered by the Secretary, including the ESSER II Fund. 
 
The Department used the most recent data available for all three elements of these formulas to 
determine allocations to the Outlying Areas: (1) the ages 5 to 24 resident population data that the U.S. 
Census Bureau released for Island Areas as part of the 2010 Decennial Census in July, 2013, (2) the 
Title I, Part A formula count from the fiscal year 2021 preliminary Title I, Part A allocations, and (3) the 
2020 shares of Title I, Part A allocations without application of the hold harmless provisions in ESEA 
section 1122.  Final allocations to each Outlying Area, broken down by GEER II and ESSER II are shown 
in the table below. 
 
 

OUTLYING AREA 
 

TOTAL ESF II 
AWARDS 

AMOUNT FOR 
GOVERNORS 

BASED ON  
GEER II FUND 

FORMULA  
(ESF II- Governor) 

AMOUNT FOR 
SEAS BASED ON 

ESSER II 
FUND 

FORMULA 
(ESF II – SEA) 

    
TOTAL $409,400,000 $81,880,000 $327,520,000 

    
AMERICAN SAMOA 121,406,402 19,364,130 102,042,272 

GUAM 143,847,743 33,284,456 110,563,287 
NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS 74,400,146 12,720,586 61,679,560 

VIRGIN ISLANDS 69,745,709 16,510,828 53,234,881 
 


