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Open Applications/Webinars

The Department is accepting applications for the following absolute priorities:
- National Comprehensive Center
- Regional Centers
« Content Centers
- Emerging Needs: Meaningful Learning Opportunities
- Field-Initiated
- National Comprehensive Center on Improving Literacy for Students with Disabilities (NCIL)

Prospective applicants seeking to apply for more than one Comprehensive Center must submit a
separate application for each Center.

Visit the Department of Education's YouTube Channel for more information on application requirements for each types of Center.
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Agenda

1) Application Notice and Instructions (ANI)
A. Priorities
B. Program Requirements
C. Application and Eligibility Requirements
2) Submission Procedures
3) Application Review Process

4) Resources
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Objectives

- |dentify the application requirements and expectations outlined in the Application Notice
and Instructions (ANI) (e.g., priorities, program and application requirements, selection
criteria, due dates, and the review process) for the 2026 Regional Center grant competition.

- Understand the process for submitting the grant applications, including online submission
platforms and methods, and required forms.

U.S. Department of Education




Funding Opportunity

National Center, Regional Centers, and Content Centers
- Assistance Listing Number (ALN): 84.283B
« Funding Opportunity Number: ED-GRANTS-050826-001

U.S. Department of Education
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IMPORTANT — Webinar Disclaimer

- The Application Notice and Instructions (ANIs) published on Grants.gov serve as the official

announcement and instructions for the 2026 Comprehensive Centers Program grant
competition.

- This presentation does not contain the full-text of the ANIs and should only be used as a reference
in conjunction with the official instructions.

- Before applying for this grant, interested applicants should thoroughly review the ANI for the
specific funding opportunity:

« Regional centers

N U.S. Department of Education
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Commonly Used Acronyms
Acoyms  Meming

ANI
CC
CPP
ETAA
REA
RELs
TEA
UEI

| U.S. Department of Education

Application Notice and Instruction
Comprehensive Center

Competitive Preference Priority

Education Technical Assistance Act of 2002
Regional Educational Agency

Regional Educational Laboratories

Tribal Educational Agency

Unique Entity Identifier




Eligible Applicants

- Who May Apply: Research organizations, institutions, agencies, institutes of higher
education, or partnerships among such entities, or individuals, with the demonstrated ability
or capacity to carry out the activities described in this notice, including regional entities that
carried out activities under the Educational Research, Development, Dissemination, and
Improvement Act of 1994 (as such Act existed on the day before November 5, 2002) and title
XIII of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (as such title existed on the day
before January 8, 2002). A group of eligible entities may apply as a consortium, in accordance
with the requirements in 34 CFR 75.127-129.

U.S. Department of Education
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The Comprehensive Center Network

The Comprehensive Center Network (CCNetwork) is
comprised of three types of Comprehensive Centers:

1. National Comprehensive Center (National Center)
2. Regional Comprehensive Centers (Regional Centers),
3. Content Centers

These Centers work together to support SEAs, REAs, Tribal
education agencies (TEAs), LEAs, and schools to improve
instruction, expand opportunity, and close achievement

gaps for all students, especially those with the greatest
need.

U.S. Department of Education
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Partnering with Regional Educational
Laboratories (RELs)

- High-quality applied research
- Evidence-building

- Sharing information about "what
works"

For more information:
https://ies.ed.gov/use-work/regional-
educational-laboratories-rel
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State Learning Agendas

A Learning Agenda is a strategic, multi-year plan to identify and address priority
policy questions using data and evidence.

Learning Agendas serve to:

* |dentify high-priority questions that matter most for improving programs, policies, and outcomes.
* Guide research, evaluation, and data-collection activities in a coordinated way.
» Support evidence-based decision-making to improve effectiveness and efficiency.

* Promote transparency and collaboration through engagement with internal and external
stakeholders.

Source: H.R.4174 - Foundations for Evidence-Based Policymaking Act of 2018

{*) U.S.Department of Education
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State Learning Agendas drive REL & CC Support

Strategic Plan

Priorities, strategies, & milestones

. States set
Learning Agenda 1 the agenda

Research Activities Practice Activities
y N Y N

REL & Regional CC Support

%y U.S.Department of Education




Priorities
Regional Centers 84.283B



Regional Centers
AP 1: Regional Centers

CPP 1: Returning Education to the States




Absolute Priority

Regional Centers 84.283B



Absolute Priority: Regional Centers (1 of 3)

Projects that propose to establish Regional Centers to provide intensive, client-driven technical
assistance aligned to State and local priorities and needs related to selecting, implementing, and
sustaining evidence-based programs, practices, and interventions in support of improved educator
practice and student outcomes, especially in math and literacy.

Note: Review the ANI for the full text of the Absolute Priority.

5 U.S. Department of Education
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Absolute Priority: Regional Centers (2 of 3)

Regional Centers must effectively work with the National Center, the REL in their region, federal
technical assistance providers and Content Centers, as relevant and needed, to assist clients, reduce

burdens and barriers to service for States and other clients, and avoid duplicative efforts and
interventions.

Note: Review the ANI for the full text of the Absolute Priority

5 U.S. Department of Education



https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/362342

Absolute Priority: Regional Centers (3 of 3)

Regional Centers must develop cost-effective strategies to make their services available to as many
SEAs, REAs, TEAs, LEAs, and schools within the region in need of support as possible.

Services must be designed to improve educational opportunities, educator practice, and student
outcomes as described in section 203(f) of the Education Technical Assistance Act of 2002 (ETAA).

Note: Review the ANI for the full text of the Absolute Priority.

U.S. Department of Education
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Regions

« Region 1 (Northeast): Connecticut, Massachusetts, Maine, Region 9 (Central): Colorado, Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska,
New Hampshire, New York, Rhode Island, Vermont North Dakota, South Dakota, Wyoming

« Region 2 (Islands): Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands « Region 10 (Southwest): Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico,

- Region 3 (Mid-Atlantic): Delaware, District of Columbia, Oklahoma, Texas

Maryland, New Jersey, Pennsylvania « Region 11 (West): Arizona, California, Nevada, Utah

- Region 4 (Appalachia): Kentucky, Tennessee, Virginia, West « Region 12 (Northwest): Alaska, Oregon, Washington, Idaho,
Virginia Montana

« Region 5 (Southeast): Georgia, North Carolina, South Region 13 (Pacific East): American Samoa, Hawaii, Republic

Carolina of the Marshall Islands
« Region 6 (Gulf): Alabama, Florida, Mississippi + Region 14 (Pacific West): Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands, Federated States of Micronesia, Guam,

« Region 7 (Great Lakes): Indiana, Michigan, Ohio

Palau
« Region 8 (Midwest): lllinois, lowa, Minnesota, Wisconsin

« Region 15: Bureau of Indian Education

U.S. Department of Education




Competitive Preference Priority
Regional Centers 84.283B

f% .
(%% U.S. Department of Education
N



CPP1: Returning Education to the States

Projects or proposals that will be carried out by one or more of the following:
(a) State educational agencies (as defined in 20 U.S.C. 7801(49)),

(b) Entities identified, designated, or endorsed by a Governor or chief State
education official for purposes of implementing the project or proposal,

(c) Tribal educational agency (as defined in 20 U.S.C. 7452(b)(3)), or
(d) Consortia of the entities identified under this priority.

% U.S. Department of Education




Identification, Designation, or Endorsement

To qualify under the criterion as an entity “identified, designated, or endorsed by a Governor
or chief State education official for purposes of implementing the project or proposal”,
applicants must provide specific evidence, at the time of submission that a Governor or
chief State education official has identified, designated, or endorsed the project.

This may include:

- A letter, on official letterhead, signed by the Governor or chief State education official,

identifying, designating, or endorsing the application for purposes of implementing the
project or proposal.

"" U.S. Department of Education




Program Requirements
Regional Centers 84.283B
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Program Requirements

- Requirements for grantees under this center.
- These requirements must be addressed after award and through cooperative agreements.

- They include:
« General program requirements for all Centers, and

« Specific program requirements for the Regional Center.

| U.S. Department of Education




Program Requirements for All Center (1-5)

Regional Center grantees under this program must:

1) Create client driven service plans annually for carrying out the technical assistance and
capacity-building services.

2) Design and implement streamlined client-driven capacity-building services.

3) Engage clients in defining proposed service projects and secure client and partner
commitments.

4) Develop and implement an effective performance management and evaluation system.

5) Participate in a national evaluation of the CC Program.

Note: Review the ANI for the full text of the Program Requirements

U.S. Department of Education
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Program Requirements for Regional Centers
(6-7)

Regional Center grantees under this program must:

6) Actively coordinate and collaborate with the REL serving their region to implement
technical assistance in response to needs and priorities of shared clients, including annual
joint planning and establishment of a joint advisory board.

7) Partner with the REL serving their region to develop or refine, as appropriate, and
implement a multi-year State Learning Agenda to identify State needs and set priorities for
evidence building and educational program implementation.

Note: Review the ANI for the full text of the Program Requirements

U.S. Department of Education
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Program Requirements for Regional Centers
(8-9)

8) Partner with clients to identify and select the subject matter expertise:
a. Effective capacity building services for all annual service plan projects.

b. Utilizing a National Center cadre of subject matter experts to evaluate options and procure
expertise from a broad range of sources.

c. Allow clients to select expertise for each project best suited for their needs, including
expertise beyond the immediate staff of the Center.

9) Partnership agreements with the REL(s) in the region that the Center serves, the National
Center, and as appropriate, other Department-funded technical assistance providers.

Note: Review the ANI for the full text of the Program Requirements

5 U.S. Department of Education



https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/362342

Program Requirements for Regional Centers
(10)

Regional Center grantees under this program must:
9) Be located in the region served.

a) The Project Director must be capable of managing all aspects of the Center and be
either at a minimum of 0.75 FTE or there must be two Co-Project Directors at a minimum

of 1.0 FTE collectively.

Note: Review the ANI for the full text of the Absolute Priorities.

U.S. Department of Education
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Application Requirements

Regional Centers 84.283B
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Application Requirements

Requirements for applicants under this program.

These requirements must be addressed in the grant application.

Application requirements are aligned to associated selection criteria.

They include:
« General application requirements for all Centers, and

- Specific application requirements for National, Regional, or Content Centers.

| U.S. Department of Education




Application Requirements for All Centers (1 - 4)

Applicants must:
1) Describe its proposed approach to capacity-building services.

2) Describe the proposed process to identify, in partnership with CC clients, the most urgent
educational challenges to be addressed.

3) Describe the proposed approach to measure and monitor client progress or success in
overcoming the challenges to be addressed.

4) Demonstrate expertise in providing highly relevant and highly effective technical assistance.

Note: Review the ANI for full text of Application Requirements.

U.S. Department of Education
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Application Requirements for All Centers (5-7)

Applicants must:

5) Provide a budget that includes a narrative explanation of estimated costs for intensive,
targeted, and universal capacity-building services.

6) Describe the proposed leadership structure for the Center and how the organizational
leadership will effectively manage the project according to the needs of the program.

7) Include in the budget a line item for an annual set-aside of five percent of the grant amount to
support emerging needs that are consistent with the proposed project's intended outcomes.

Note: Review the ANI for full text of Application Requirements.

5 U.S. Department of Education
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Application Requirements for Regional Centers

(8)

A Regional Center applicant must:
8) Propose an approach to intensive capacity-building services, including:
- Identification of intended beneficiaries based on available data for specific regions, and

- Details on how the Center will ensure proposed capacity-building services are driven by
client needs and co-developed with client input.

Note: Review the ANI for full text of Application Requirements.

U.S. Department of Education
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Selection Criteria

Regional Centers 84.283B
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Selection Criteria

1) Significance
2) Quality of Project Design
3) Quality of the Management Plan

{:\’“a U.S. Department of Education




Selection Criteria Scoring

Absolute Priority Significance Quality of Project Quality of the Total Points
Design Management Plan

Regional Centers Up to 20 points Up to 50 points Up to 30 points Up to 100

U.S. Department of Education




Significance (Regional Centers)

In determining the overall quality of the Significance of the proposed project, the Secretary
considers the following factors:

1) The data presented (including a comparison to local, State, regional, national, or international
data) that demonstrates the issue, challenge, or opportunity to be addressed by the proposed
project (up to 5 points).

2) The extent to which the proposed project is likely to build local, State, regional, or national
capacity to provide, improve, sustain, or expand training or services that address the needs of
underserved populations (up to 15 points).

) U.S. Department of Education Note: See the ANI for a complete description of Selection Criteria.




Quality of Project Design (Regional Centers)
(1 of 3)

In determining the overall quality of the Quality of the Project Design of the proposed project, the
Secretary considers the following factors:

1) The extent to which the goals, objectives, and outcomes to be achieved by the proposed
project are clearly specified, measurable, and ambitious yet achievable within the project
period, and aligned with the purposes of the grant program (up to 5 points).

2) The adequacy of plans for ensuring the use of quantitative and qualitative data, including
meaningful community member and partner input, to inform continuous improvement in the
operation of the proposed project (up to 10 points).

U.S. Department of Education Note: See the ANI for a complete description of Selection Criteria.




Quality of Project Design (Regional Centers)
(2 of 3)

In determining the overall quality of the Quality of the Project Design to capacity building of the
proposed project, the Secretary considers the following factors:

3) The extent to which the training or professional development services to be provided by the
proposed project are of sufficient quality, intensity, and duration to build recipient and project
capacity in ways that lead to improvements in practice among the recipients of those
services (up to 15 points).

4) The extent to which the proposed project will include coordination with other Federal
investments, as well as appropriate agencies and organizations providing similar services to the
target population (up to 10 points).

U.S. Department of Education Note: See the ANI for a complete description of Selection Criteria.




Quality of Project Design (Regional Centers)
(3 of 3)

In determining the overall quality of the approach to capacity building of the proposed project, the
Secretary considers the following factors:

4) The extent to which the proposed project is supported by the target population that it is
intended to serve (up to 5 points).

5) The quality of the logic model or other conceptual framework underlying the proposed project,
including how inputs are related to outcomes (up to 5 points).

U.S. Department of Education Note: See the ANI for a complete description of Selection Criteria.




Quality of Management Plan (Regional Centers)
(1 of 2)

In determining the overall quality of the approach to capacity building of the
proposed project, the Secretary considers the following factors:

1) The feasibility of the management plan to achieve project objectives and goals on time and
within budget, including clearly defined responsibilities, timelines, and milestones for
accomplishing project tasks (up to 10 points).

2) The extent to which the time commitments of the project director and principal
investigator and other key project personnel are appropriate and adequate to meet
the objectives of the proposed project (up to 5 points).

U.S. Department of Education Note: See the ANI for a complete description of Selection Criteria.




Quality of Management Plan (Regional Centers)
(2 of 2)

In determining the overall quality of the approach to capacity building of the
proposed project, the Secretary considers the following factors:

3) The extent to which the key personnel in the project, when hired, have the qualifications
required for the proposed project, including formal training or work experience in fields
related to the objectives of the project, and represent or have lived experiences of the
target population (up to 10 points).

4) The extent to which the budget is adequate to support the proposed project and the costs
are reasonable in relation to the objectives, design, and potential significance of the
proposed project (up to 5 points).

U.S. Department of Education Note: See the ANI for a complete description of Selection Criteria.




Application Review Process
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Application Review Process

Application
Deadline
June 30,

2026

Award
Notification

Eligibility

} Peer Review
Review
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Application Instructions and
Submission Procedures




Application Instructions

« Access instructions on Grants.gov

« Contains
 Application Submission Information
 Verify Submission
- Electronic Application Submission Checklist

- Other important information.

U.S. Department of Education
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Application Checklist

An Applicant Checklist is located on Grants.gov and in the ANI to help applicants verify that all
forms, attachments, narratives are included during the application development

- Confirms that all mandatory sections and forms have been addressed

- Reduces the risk of submission errors or incomplete application
Required forms are listed in the ANI and linked in Grants.gov.

Applicants are strongly encouraged to use the checklist throughout the application development
process and prior to submission to verify the completion of all required documentation.

5 U.S. Department of Education




Application Checklist (1 of 3)

Application for Federal Assistance (SF 424)
ED Supplemental Information for (SF 424)

ED Grant Application Form for Project Objectives and
Performance Measures Information

Standard Documents

ED Budget Information Non-Construction Programs (ED

: Form 524)
Budget Information

U.S. Department of Education

See the Application Instructions, available on Grants.gov, for official instructions.
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Application Checklist (2 of 3)

Project Abstract
ED Abstract Form

Table of Contents

Application Narrative (Project Narrative Attachment
Form) proposed 75 pages limit

Project Narrative

Budget Narrative Attachment Form

Budget Narrative

See the Application Instructions, available on Grants.gov, for official instructions.

TOry
S0y
SerTrY

‘;“ U.S. Department of Education
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Application Checklist (3 of 3)

» Reference List/Bibliography

* Individual Resumes for Project Director & Key Personnel
* Copy of Indirect Cost Rate Agreement, if applicable

* Letters of Designation/ Endorsement, if applicable

Other Attachments

* Disclosure of Lobbying Activities (Standard Form LLL)
Assurances and * Grants.gov Lobbying Form

Certifications

See the Application Instructions, available on Grants.gov, for official instructions.

U.S. Department of Education
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Project Narrative

- The application narrative is where the applicant should describe the proposed project in response
to the priorities in this competition.

« The narrative should address application requirements and selection criteria found in the ANI.
- Address each selection criteria with evidence.

« Follow the 2025 Common Instructions for Applicants to Department of Education Discretionary

Grant Programs published in the Federal Register on August 29, 2025 (90 FR 42234) and available
at ED 2025 Common Instructions.

« Ensure to only attach the Education approved file types outline in the 2025 Common Instructions
for Applicants.

U.S. Department of Education



https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/08/29/2025-16571/common-instructions-and-information-for-applicants-to-department-of-education-discretionary-grant

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION OMB Number: 1894-0008

Budget Forms (ED

BUDGET INFORMATION Expiration Date: 0813172028
NON-CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMS
Name of InstitutioniOrganization Applicants requesting funding for only one year should complete the cobumn under
l I "Project Year 1.7 Applicants requesting funding for multi-year grants should complete all
applicable columns. Please read all instructions before completing form.
o I m SECTION A - BUDGET SUMMARY
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION FUNDS
L Project Year 1 Project Year 2 Project Year 3 Project Year 4 Project Year § Project Year & Project Year 7 Total

Categories (a) ] (] (] (e} U] g th)
1. Personnel | | | | | |
2 Fiinge Benefts _ | ]l J[ i | i J

. . . . ) 3. Travel [ I | | | ||

In line 10, indicate the applicant’s

5. Supplies

approved indirect cost rate, per 34 g
C.F.R. §§ 75.560 — 75.564 of the 1
Uniform Guidance T I

11, Training Stipends | | | | | |
12. Total Costs | | | ||

FO r a p pl ica ntS th at d o n Ot h ave a n 8 Oth e - i - ’reirf::-r:umT l:;indirecl costs on line 10, please answer the Tollowing c.||;|.’stiuns:
. er . .
approved indirect cost rate with a 5 ot Drod Gosi —
Cog n i Za nt Fe d e ra | a ge n Cy’ t h e d e {I Ines 1 -8) ent, are not a State, Local govermnment or Indlian Tribe, and are not funded unucrmrammg rate

| I
o . 10. Indirect Costs* ‘ ‘ | DC?  [|Yes [ |Mo  If yes, you must comply with the requirements of 2 CFR § 200.414(1).
minimis rate of up to 15% may be | I

rary rate of 10% of budgeted salaries and wages?

in 90 days after the date your grant is awarded, as required by 34 CFR § 75.560
jat:
'h 34 CFR 76.564(c)}2)7 The Restricted Indirect Cost Rate is W,

11. Training Stipends

i |
I I I 15 included in your approved Indirect Cost Rate Agreement. DEcause it s iwer than the
a p p e -m #}' O training rate of 8 percent of MTDC (See EDGAR § 75.562(c)(4))7

Find more information on the Department's website at:
Office of Finance and Operation’s Indirect Cost Division

7 U.S. Department of Education



https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocfo/fipao/abouticg.html

Budget Narrative

- Provide an itemized budget breakdown and justification by project year.

For this program, applicants do not need to fill in non-Federal funds or resources listed in Section B.

- |f you are requesting reimbursement for indirect costs on line 10 specify the estimated
amount of the base to which the indirect cost rate is applied and the total indirect expense.

« Please indicate which costs are included and which costs are excluded from the base to which the
indirect cost rate is applied.

5 U.S. Department of Education




Funding Range

- Estimated Available Funds: Approximately $S47.5 Million
- Estimated Range of Awards:
- National Center: $6,500,000 - $6,750,000
- Regional Centers: $1,000,000 - $5,265,052
Content Centers: $750,000 - $1,150,000
NCIL: $1,485,000 - $1,500,000

« Subsequent Budget Periods: Funding for the subsequent budget periods beyond the first year is
contingent on appropriation levels.

The Department is not bound by any estimates in the ANI.

U.S. Department of Education




Regional Center Funding Estimates

Region

Region 1 (Northeast)
Region 2 (Islands)
Region 3 (Mid-Atlantic)
Region 4 (Appalachia)
Region 5 (Southeast)
Region 6 (Gulf)

Region 7 (Great Lakes)

7 U.S. Department of Education
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Estimated Funding
Range

$2,353,513 - $2,548,041
$1,250,000 - $1,250,000
$2,118,292 - $2,293,378
$1,839,000 - $1,991,002
$2,425,817 - $2,626,321
$2,647,596 - 52,866,431
$2,331,815 - $2,524,549

Region

Region 8 (Midwest)
Region 9 (Central)
Region 10 (Southwest)
Region 11 (West)
Region 12 (Northwest)
Region 13 (Pacific East)
Region 14 (Pacific West)

Region 15 (Bureau of
Indian Education)

Estimated Funding
Range

$2,163,955 - 52,342,815
$2,175,760 - $2,355,596
$4,863,096 - $5,265,052
$4,352,805 - $4,712,583
$2,793,350 - $3,024,323
$1,250,000 - $1,250,000
$1,250,000 - $1,250,000
$1,000,000 - $1,000,000




Electronic Submission: Using Workspace

- Applications must be submitted electronically in Workspace via Grants.gov and follow
the Common Instructions for Applicants to Department of Education Discretionary Grant
Programs (87 FR 75045).

- The Workspace Overview website contains resources, such as:

« Get Started on Your Workspace Application
« Resources to Help You Set Up Your Workspace

« Video: How to Create a Workspace

U.S. Department of Education



https://www.grants.gov/
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2022-12-07/pdf/2022-26554.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2022-12-07/pdf/2022-26554.pdf
https://www.grants.gov/applicants/workspace-overview
https://youtu.be/gOjwumQz0G8?si=QmnTRwjaD_e4XRAD
https://youtu.be/gOjwumQz0G8?si=QmnTRwjaD_e4XRAD

Registration Process

SAM.gov
- You must have an active account with SAM.gov. This includes having a Unique Entity
Identifier. SAM.gov registration can take several weeks. Begin that process early.

To register, go to SAM.gov and click on "Get Started.”

Grants.gov
- You must also have an active account with Grants.gov. To register, go to Grants.gov and click
“Register.” When ready, click on “Get Registered Now” and complete the required fields.

U.S. Department of Education



https://sam.gov/
https://sam.gov/entity-registration
https://grants.gov/
https://grants.gov/register
https://apply07.grants.gov/apply/register.faces?INITIAL_LOAD=true

Submission Procedures

- To submit successfully, applicants must provide the Unique Entity Identifier (UEI) number
used to registered as an Authorized Organization Representative (AOR) on Grants.gov.

 This UElI number is typically the same number used when your organization registered with
the System for Award Management (SAM) (www.sam.gov).

- |f you do not enter the same UEI number on your application as the UEI you registered with,

Grants.gov will reject your application. Please see the related instructions in this application
package.

U.S. Department of Education



https://youtu.be/Kgg9XgGvmJA?si=Qk8_2zvZe0p9FUs7
https://usdedeop-my.sharepoint.com/personal/ryan_tauriainen_ed_gov/Documents/Desktop/App%20Package%20Template/www.sam.gov

Grants.gov Submission Tips (1 of 2)

Review the Training Resources and Videos section for Grants.gov.

Review the Grants.gov “Applicant FAQs”

Applicants must download the correct version of Adobe in order to read any Grants.gov
application packages.

Save frequently!

U.S. Department of Education



https://www.grants.gov/applicants/applicant-training
https://www.grants.gov/applicants/applicant-faqs
https://www.grants.gov/applicants/adobe-software-compatibility

Grants.gov Submission Tips (2 of 2)

Submit all documents as Portable Document Format (PDF) files.

« We recommend your file names be less than 50 characters and do not include special characters (e.g.
colon, backslash).

Once the application is complete, the “Save and Submit” button becomes active. Press the
button before the final submission of the application.

Users may resubmit an application at any point until the closing date and time. The
Department will verify review the most recent submission.

Download and save a copy of your application.

U.S. Department of Education




Application Submission

Successful Submission
Applicants should receive:

« Confirmation email with a time and date
stamp and an assigned tracking number from
Grants.gowv.

- Validation email from Grants.gov. This means
the application is ready for Department pick-
up.

« Email with their assigned PR Award Number
(i.e., S283B26XXXX).

5 U.S. Department of Education

Unsuccessful Submission

- Applicants should receive a confirmation
email with a time and date stamp and an
assigned tracking number from Grants.gov.

- If the application is received after 11:59:59
p.m. Eastern Time on June 30, 2026, or
validation is not successful, the applicant
should receive an error email.

« The error email may list the error, or the
applicant can use their tracking number to
find the submission error.

« Go here to learn more about error messages.



https://www.grants.gov/applicants/encountering-error-messages

Helpful Application Reminders

Only include substantive, project-related information you want peer reviewers to consider in
the Project Narrative Form and Budget Narrative Form sections.

Applicants should attach all applicable appendices to the Other Attachments Form.

« The Other Attachments Form can support up to 5 attachments. The list of required attachments can be
found in the application package.

« Label each file with the appendix name (e.g., Appendix B Key Personnel Resumes) and attach it to the
Other Attachments Form.

U.S. Department of Education




Attachment Tips

- When completing a PDF form using Adobe software, use only the Add Attachments buttons
in the form to attach a document

- Do not use attachment functions, such as those built into Adobe Reader or the menu bar as
this will cause errors in the submission and attachments will not transmit to the Department

U.S. Department of Education




Verifying and Tracking Your Submission

~
= GRANTS.GOV"™

Verify the submission is on time and validated
successfully.

Home LearnGrants v SearchGrants Applicants v Grantors v System-To-System v Forms v Connect v Support v

To check, log in to Grants.gov and click on the
Track My Application in the Applicants
dropdown menu.

The Date/Time received should be earlier than o
11:59:59 p.m., Eastern Time, on June 30, 2026. TRACK MY APPLICATION

+ GRANT APPLICATIONS
© How to Apply for Grants

The application status should be “Validated.” s

o Workspace Overview )
o Applicant Eligibility ;

Do not rely solely on email to confirm whether lm

Track and check the status of your submitted applications
To track Grants.gov submissions, enter up to five Grants.gov tracking numbers, one per line and click the "Track" button. (Example format: GRANT99999999)

o Applicant Training
o Applicant FAQs

your application has been received on time e

o Submitting UTF-8 Special Characters

o Encountering Error Messages
Please note, this only confirms that an application was successfully retrieved by the awarding agency. Thereafter in the process, the awarding agency reviews and processe

and validated successfully. Check!!

U.S. Department of Education



https://www.grants.gov/applicants/grant-applications/track-my-application

Grants.gov Technical Problems

- |f you are experiencing problems submitting your application through Grants.gov, contact the
Grants.gov Support Center at 1-800-518-4726 or email: support@grants.gov. You must
obtain a Grants.gov Support Desk Ticket Number and keep a record of it.

U.S. Department of Education



https://www.grants.gov/support/
mailto:support@grants.gov

Award Notification

- If your application is funded, you will receive a Grant Award Notification (GAN) via email.

- If your application is deemed ineligible, or not selected for funding, you will be notified via
email.

- |f the Department decides to make new awards this fiscal year, award decisions will be
announced in September 2026.

U.S. Department of Education




Resources



Competition Resources At-a-Glance

Funding Opportunity:
ED-GRANTS-050826-001
(National, Regional, Content Centers)

Funding Opportunity
ED-GRANTS-051126-001 (NCIL)

Comprehensive Centers Program NCIL Program Website:
Website: Applicant Resources Applicant Resources

Submit Questions to:

U.S. Department of Education



https://www.ed.gov/grants-and-programs/grants-birth-grade-12/school-and-community-improvement-grants/comprehensive-centers-program-national-regional-and-content-centers-84283b#applicant-info-and-eligibility
https://www.ed.gov/grants-and-programs/grants-birth-grade-12/school-and-community-improvement-grants/comprehensive-centers-program-national-regional-and-content-centers-84283b#applicant-info-and-eligibility
mailto:OESE.ComprehensiveCenters@ed.gov?subject=Comprehensive%20Centers%20Competition%20Question

Additional Webinars

- Webinars detailing the general requirements for each Center type can be found on the
Program Websites on ed.gov.

Content Centers
(Field-Initiated,

General
National Center

Competition
Information

Emerging Needs)

7 U.S. Department of Education




Accessible Format

- Upon request, individuals with disabilities can obtain the ANI and a copy of the application
package in an accessible format.

- The Department will provide the requestor with an accessible format that may include Rich
Text Format (RTF) or text format (txt), a thumb drive, braille, large print, or another
accessible format.

- To submit a request, contact:
- Dr. Michelle Daley, U.S. Department of Education

« Email: OESE.ComprehensiveCenters@ed.gov.

U.S. Department of Education



mailto:OESE.ComprehensiveCenters@ed.gov

Important Reminders

Review the ANI for a complete description of the competition priorities, selection criteria,
requirements, assurances, and definitions.

- 84.283B: National Center, Regional Centers, Field-Initiated Content Centers, Emerging Needs
Content Center

- 84.283D: ANI for National Center on Improving Literacy for Students with Disabilities

Submit Notice of Intent to Apply (optional) to OESE.ComprehensiveCenters@ed.gov by May
29, 2026

Register on SAM.gov and Grants.gov

Deadline Reminder: The deadline for the transmittal of applications is 11:59:59 p.m. EDT on
June 30, 2026.

U.S. Department of Education



https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/362342
https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/362342
https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/362346
https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/362346
mailto:OESE.ComprehensiveCenters@ed.gov
https://sam.gov/content/home
https://www.grants.gov/

Contact Information

- For additional questions, email: OESE.ComprehensiveCenters@ed.gov

- For more information and resources, visit:

« Comprehensive Centers Program Website

i) U.S. Department of Education



mailto:OESE.ComprehensiveCenters@ed.gov?subject=Comprehensive%20Centers%20Competition%20Question
https://oese.ed.gov/offices/office-of-formula-grants/program-and-grantee-support-services/comprehensive-centers-program/
https://oese.ed.gov/offices/office-of-formula-grants/program-and-grantee-support-services/comprehensive-centers-program/
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