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Open Applications/Webinars

The Department is accepting applications for the following absolute priorities:
- National Comprehensive Center
- Regional Centers
« Content Centers
- Emerging Needs: Meaningful Learning Opportunities
- Field-Initiated
- National Comprehensive Center on Improving Literacy for Students with Disabilities (NCIL)

Prospective applicants seeking to apply for more than one Comprehensive Center must submit a
separate application for each Center.

Visit the Department of Education's YouTube Channel for more information on application requirements for each types of Center.
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Agenda

1)
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4)

Program Overview
Competition Information
Definitions

Resources
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Objectives

« As a result of this webinar, participants will:
« Become familiar with key components and requirements of the Comprehensive Centers
Program.

« Increase understanding of the general grant competition requirements outlined in the
Application Notice and Instructions (ANI) for the 2026 Comprehensive Centers Program

grant competition.
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Funding Opportunities

National Center, Regional Centers, Content Centers
- Assistance Listing Number (ALN): 84.283B
- Funding Opportunity Number: ED-GRANTS-050826-001

National Center on Improving Literacy for Students with Disabilities

- ALN: 84.283D
« Funding Opportunity Number: ED-GRANTS-051126-001
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IMPORTANT — Webinar Disclaimer

- The Application Notice and Instructions (ANIs) published on Grants.gov serve as
the official announcement and instructions for the 2026 Comprehensive
Centers Program grant competition.

- This presentation does not contain the full-text of the ANIs and should only be used as a
reference in conjunction with the official instructions.

- Before applying for this grant, interested applicants should thoroughly review the ANI for
the specific funding opportunity:

« National Center, Regional Centers, Field-Initiated and Emerging Needs Content Centers

« National Center on Improving Literacy for Students with Disabilities
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https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/362342
https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/362342
https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/362342
https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/362342
https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/362346
https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/362346

Comprehensive Centers Program

Program Overview



Program Authority

The Comprehensive Center Program is authorized in Section 203 of the Educational Technical
Assistance Act of 2002 (ETAA) (20 U.S.C. 9601 et seq.).
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https://www.congress.gov/107/plaws/publ279/PLAW-107publ279.pdf

Comprehensive Centers Program

The Comprehensive Centers Program supports the establishment of Comprehensive Centers to
provide capacity-building services to State educational agencies (SEAs), regional educational
agencies (REAs), local educational agencies (LEAs), and schools that:

- improve educational opportunities and outcomes,
- close achievement gaps, and

- improve the quality of instruction for all students, and particularly for groups of students with
the greatest need, including
- students from low-income families and

 students attending schools implementing comprehensive support and improvement or targeted or additional
targeted support and improvement activities under section 1111(d) of the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act of 1965, as amended (ESEA).
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https://oese.ed.gov/offices/office-of-formula-grants/program-and-grantee-support-services/comprehensive-centers-program/

The Comprehensive Center Network

The Comprehensive Center Network (CCNetwork) is
comprised of three types of Comprehensive Centers:

1. National Comprehensive Center (National Center)
2. Regional Comprehensive Centers (Regional Centers),
3. Content Centers

These Centers work together to support SEAs, REAs, Tribal
education agencies (TEAs), LEAs, and schools to improve
instruction, expand opportunity, and close achievement

gaps for all students, especially those with the greatest
need.

U.S. Department of Education
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Reimagining the CC Program

- The FY26 CC NFP shifts this program to return education to the States, placing greater
decision-making over how resources are used to support State and local needs.

- Key features include:

- Centering State Learning Agendas and priorities to drive the work of Regional Educational Laboratories
(RELs) and CCs.

 Increasing choice and access to broader expertise through a national subject matter expert cadre.
« Improving access to federal support through a National Center concierge.

+ Joint boards and planning requirements for RELs and Regional CCs to improve alignment and reduce
burden.

- Field Initiated Content Centers that allow applicants to propose priority topics based on States’ needs
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Grounded in Capacity-Building

Capacity-building services means assistance that strengthens an individual's or
organization's ability to engage in continuous improvement and achieve expected
outcomes.

U.S. Department of Education




Three Tiers of Capacity Building (1 of 3)

Intensive capacity-building services means assistance
often provided on-site and requiring a stable, ongoing
relationship between the Comprehensive Center and its
clients and recipients, as well as periodic reflection,
continuous feedback, and use of evidence-based Targeted
improvement strategies.

U.S. Department of Education




Three Tiers of Capacity Building (2 of 3)

Targeted capacity-building services means assistance
based on needs common to multiple clients and
recipients and not extensively individualized. A
relationship is established between the recipient(s), the
National Center or Content Center, and Regional Targeted
Center(s), as appropriate.

U.S. Department of Education




Three Tiers of Capacity Building (3 of 3)

Universal capacity-building services means assistance
and information provided to independent users through
their own initiative, involving minimal interaction with
National or Content Center staff.

Targeted

Examples of universal services includes:

 Information or products, such as newsletters, guidebooks, policy
briefs, or research syntheses

« One-time webinar or conference presentations

U.S. Department of Education




Four Dimensions of Capacity-Building

- Human capacity means development or improvement of individual knowledge, skills,
technical expertise, and ability to adapt and be resilient to policy and leadership changes.

- Organizational capacity means structures that support clear communication and a shared
understanding of an organization’s visions and goals, and delineated individual roles and
responsibilities in functional areas.

- Policy capacity means structures that support alignment, differentiation, or enactment of
local, State, and Federal policy and initiatives.

- Resource capacity means tangible materials and assets that support alignment and use of
Federal, State, private, and local funds.

U.S. Department of Education




Competition Overview

2026 Comprehensive Centers Competition



2026 Competition At-a-Glance (1 of 3)

National Center, Regional Centers, Content Centers (Field-Initiated and Emerging Needs)
« Assistance Listing Number (ALN): 84.283B
« Funding Opportunity Number: ED-GRANTS-050826-001

National Comprehensive Center on Improving Literacy for Students with Disabilities
« Assistance Listing Number (ALN): 84.283D
« Funding Opportunity Number: ED-GRANTS-051126-001
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2026 Competition At-a-Glance (2 of 3)

- Type of Award: Cooperative Agreement
« Number of Awards: At least 20
 Project Period: Up to 60 months (five years)

- The Department may choose to make awards in this or subsequent fiscal years.
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2026 Competition At-a-Glance (3 of 3)

- Estimated Available Funds: Approximately $47.5 Million
- Estimated Range of Awards:

- National Center: $6,500,000 - $6,750,000

- Regional Centers: $1,000,000 - $5,265,052

.« Content Centers: $750,000 - $1,150,000

- NCIL: $1,485,000 - $1,500,000

- Subsequent Budget Periods: Funding for the subsequent budget periods beyond the first year
is contingent on appropriation levels.

The Department is not bound by any estimates in the ANI.

U.S. Department of Education




Eligible Applicants

- Who May Apply: Research organizations, institutions, agencies, institutes of higher
education, or partnerships among such entities, or individuals, with the demonstrated ability
or capacity to carry out the activities described in this notice, including regional entities that
carried out activities under the Educational Research, Development, Dissemination, and
Improvement Act of 1994 (as such Act existed on the day before November 5, 2002) and title
XIII of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (as such title existed on the day
before January 8, 2002). A group of eligible entities may apply as a consortium, in accordance
with the requirements in 34 CFR 75.127-129.

U.S. Department of Education



https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-34/section-75.127-129
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-34/section-75.127-129
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-34/section-75.127-129

Returning Education to the States

Projects or proposals that will be carried out by one or more of the following:
(a) State educational agencies (as defined in 20 U.S.C. 7801(49)),

(b) Entities identified, designated, or endorsed by a Governor or chief State
education official for purposes of implementing the project or proposal,

(c) Tribal educational agency (as defined in 20 U.S.C. 7452(b)(3)), or
(d) Consortia of the entities identified under this priority.

% U.S. Department of Education




FY 2026 Competition Timeline

Q ANI Published O Deadline to Submit o Awards announced
| CC- May 8, 2026 Applications September 2026*
NCIL- May 11, 2026 June 30, 2026 |
© © ® ® "
Submit Notice of Application Review
Intent to Apply July-August 2026

O May 29, 2026 O

*Estimated. The Department may choose to make awards in this or subsequent fiscal years.

U.S. Department of Education




Application Notice and Instructions

Overview




Application Notice and Instructions (ANI)

On May 8, 2026, the U.S. Department of Education (Department) published an Application Notice
and Instructions for New Awards for the Comprehensive Centers Program on Grants.qov.

On May 11, 2026, the U.S. Department of Education (Department) published an Application Notice
and Instructions for New Awards for the National Comprehensive Center on Improving Literacy for
Students with Disabilities on Grants.qov.

Disclaimer Reminder: This presentation does not contain the full text of the ANI for the
2026 Comprehensive Center grant competition. Before applying for a grant, interested
applicants should thoroughly review the ANIs on Grants.gov. Links to the ANIs and other
competition resources can be found on the program websites:

 National, Regional, and Content Centers

* NCIL
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https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/362342
https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/362342
http://grants.gov
https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/362346
https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/362346
http://grants.gov
https://www.ed.gov/grants-and-programs/grants-birth-grade-12/school-and-community-improvement-grants/comprehensive-centers-program-national-regional-and-content-centers-84283b#applicant-info-and-eligibility
https://www.ed.gov/grants-and-programs/grants-birth-grade-12/school-and-community-improvement-grants/comprehensive-centers-program-national-regional-and-content-centers-84283b#applicant-info-and-eligibility
https://www.ed.gov/grants-and-programs/grants-birth-grade-12/school-and-community-improvement-grants/comprehensive-centers-program-national-comprehensive-center-improving-literacy-students#applicant-info-and-eligibility
https://www.ed.gov/grants-and-programs/grants-birth-grade-12/school-and-community-improvement-grants/comprehensive-centers-program-national-comprehensive-center-improving-literacy-students#applicant-info-and-eligibility

ANI Overview

The ANI includes all official information needed to apply for a 2026 Comprehensive Center grant.

Sections include:

. Program Information

U.S. Department of Education

I I . E | igi b i | ity I nfo r m ati O n Comprehensive Centers Program: National Center
Assistance Listing Number: 84.283B
. . FY 2026 Grant Competition
. Program Description
IV. Requirements S S

. Program Requirements

Il. Application Requirements

V. Application Review Information

vl. Definitions
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Program Information

Priorities, Selection Criteria, and Performance Measures



Priorities

The FY 2026 competition includes six absolute priorities and three competitive
preference priorities.
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m=zm CPP 1: Returning Education to the States
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zzmy CPP 1: Returning Education to the States
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Regions

« Region 1 (Northeast): Connecticut, Massachusetts, Maine, Region 9 (Central): Colorado, Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska,
New Hampshire, New York, Rhode Island, Vermont North Dakota, South Dakota, Wyoming

« Region 2 (Islands): Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands « Region 10 (Southwest): Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico,

- Region 3 (Mid-Atlantic): Delaware, District of Columbia, Oklahoma, Texas

Maryland, New Jersey, Pennsylvania « Region 11 (West): Arizona, California, Nevada, Utah

- Region 4 (Appalachia): Kentucky, Tennessee, Virginia, West « Region 12 (Northwest): Alaska, Oregon, Washington, Idaho,
Virginia Montana

« Region 5 (Southeast): Georgia, North Carolina, South Region 13 (Pacific East): American Samoa, Hawaii, Republic

Carolina of the Marshall Islands
« Region 6 (Gulf): Alabama, Florida, Mississippi + Region 14 (Pacific West): Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands, Federated States of Micronesia, Guam,

« Region 7 (Great Lakes): Indiana, Michigan, Ohio

Palau
« Region 8 (Midwest): lllinois, lowa, Minnesota, Wisconsin

« Region 15: Bureau of Indian Education

U.S. Department of Education




Emerging Needs Content Center

AP 2: Meaningful Learning

AP 1: Emerging Needs Opportunities (Strategic
Staffing)

CPP 1: Returning
Education to the States
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-OPTIONAL _
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National Center for Improving Literacy for
Students with Disabilities (NCIL)

=

CPP 1: Returning Education to the States




Selection Criteria

Significance

Quality of the project design 55 50 50 55
Quality of the management plan 35 30 30 30
TOTAL POINTS 110 100 100 100

CPP: Literacy or Math - - 5 -

U.S. Department of Education




Performance Measures

- Measure 1: The extent to which Comprehensive Center clients are satisfied with the quality,
usefulness, and relevance of services provided.

- Measure 2: The extent to which Comprehensive Centers provide services and products to a
wide range of recipients.

- Measure 3: The extent to which Comprehensive Centers demonstrate that capacity-building
services were implemented as intended.

- Measure 4: The extent to which Comprehensive Centers demonstrate recipient outcomes
were met.

U.S. Department of Education




Requirements

2026 Comprehensive Center Program
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Program Requirements

- Requirements for grantees under this program.
- These requirements must be addressed after award and through cooperative agreements.

- They include:
« General program requirements for all Centers, and

« Specific program requirements for National, Regional, or Content Centers.

U.S. Department of Education




Application Requirements

Requirements for applicants under this program.

These requirements must be addressed in the grant application.

Application requirements are aligned to associated selection criteria.

They include:
« General application requirements for all Centers, and

- Specific application requirements for National, Regional, or Content Centers.

| U.S. Department of Education




Definitions

2026 Comprehensive Center Program
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Definitions

« Beneficiary
 Capacity-building services
 Client

- Collaboration

« Coordination

- Demonstrates a rationale
- Educator

- Evidence-based

- Evidence-based Literacy

« Evidence Framework

U.S. Department of Education

Experimental study

Four dimensions of capacity-
building services

High-leverage problems

Intensive capacity-building
services

Key personnel
Logic model
Milestone
Outcomes

Outputs

Quasi-experimental design study
Regional educational agency
Strategic staffing

Targeted capacity-building
services

Tribal educational agency

Universal capacity-building




Resources



Competition Resources At-a-Glance

Funding Opportunity:
ED-GRANTS-050826-001
(National, Regional, Content Centers)

Funding Opportunity
ED-GRANTS-051126-001 (NCIL)

Comprehensive Centers Program NCIL Program Website:

Website: Applicant Resources Applicant Resources

U.S. Department of Education
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https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/362346
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https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/362346
https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/362346
https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/362346
https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/362346
https://www.ed.gov/grants-and-programs/grants-birth-grade-12/school-and-community-improvement-grants/comprehensive-centers-program-national-regional-and-content-centers-84283b#applicant-info-and-eligibility
https://www.ed.gov/grants-and-programs/grants-birth-grade-12/school-and-community-improvement-grants/comprehensive-centers-program-national-regional-and-content-centers-84283b#applicant-info-and-eligibility
https://www.ed.gov/grants-and-programs/grants-birth-grade-12/school-and-community-improvement-grants/comprehensive-centers-program-national-comprehensive-center-improving-literacy-students#applicant-info-and-eligibility
https://www.ed.gov/grants-and-programs/grants-birth-grade-12/school-and-community-improvement-grants/comprehensive-centers-program-national-comprehensive-center-improving-literacy-students#applicant-info-and-eligibility
mailto:OESE.ComprehensiveCenters@ed.gov?subject=Comprehensive%20Centers%20Competition%20Question

Additional Webinars

- Webinars detailing the requirements for each Center type can be found on the Program
Websites on ed.gov.

U.S. Department of Education




Accessible Format

- Upon request, individuals with disabilities can obtain the ANI and a copy of the application
package in an accessible format.

- The Department will provide the requestor with an accessible format that may include Rich
Text Format (RTF) or text format (txt), a thumb drive, braille, large print, or another
accessible format.

- To submit a request, contact:
- Dr. Michelle Daley, U.S. Department of Education

« Email: OESE.ComprehensiveCenters@ed.gov.

U.S. Department of Education
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Important Reminders

Review the ANI for a complete description of the competition priorities, selection criteria,
requirements, assurances, and definitions.

- 84.283B: National Center, Regional Centers, Field-Initiated Content Centers, Emerging Needs
Content Center

- 84.283D: ANI for National Center on Improving Literacy for Students with Disabilities

Submit Notice of Intent to Apply (optional) to OESE.ComprehensiveCenters@ed.gov by May
29, 2026

Register on SAM.gov and Grants.gov

Deadline Reminder: The deadline for the transmittal of applications is 11:59:59 p.m. EDT on
June 30, 2026.

U.S. Department of Education



https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/362342
https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/362342
https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/362346
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https://sam.gov/content/home
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Contact Information

- For additional questions, email: OESE.ComprehensiveCenters@ed.gov

- For more information and resources, visit:

« Comprehensive Centers Program Website
« NCIL Program Website

% U.S. Department of Education
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