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Open Applications/Webinars

The Department is concurrently accepting applications for the following Priorities:
- National Comprehensive Center
- Regional Centers
- Content Centers
- Emerging Needs: Meaningful Learning Opportunities
- Field-Initiated
- National Comprehensive Center on Improving Literacy for Students with Disabilities (NCIL)

Prospective applicants seeking to apply for more than one Comprehensive Center must submit a
separate application for each Center.

Please visit the Department of Education's YouTube Channel for more information on application requirements for each type of Center

U.S. Department of Education




Agenda

1) Application Notice and Instructions (ANI)
A. Priorities
B. Program Requirements
C. Application and Eligibility Requirements
2) Submission Procedures
3) Application Review Process

4) Resources

U.S. Department of Education




Objectives

- |dentify the application requirements and expectations outlined in the Application Notice
and Instructions (ANI) (e.g., priorities, application requirements, due dates, and review
process) for the 2026 National Center on Improving Literacy for Students with Disabilities
grant competition.

- Understand the process for submitting the grant application, including online submission
platforms, submission methods, and required forms.

U.S. Department of Education




Funding Opportunity

National Comprehensive Center on Improving Literacy for Students with Disabilities
- Assistance Listing Number (ALN): 84.283D
« Funding Opportunity Number: ED-GRANTS-051126-001

U.S. Department of Education
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IMPORTANT — Webinar Disclaimer

- The Application Notice and Instructions (ANI) published on Grants.gov serves as the official
announcement and instructions for the 2026 Comprehensive Centers Program grant
competition.

- This presentation does not contain the full-text of the ANI and should only be used as a reference
in conjunction with the official instructions.

- Before applying for this grant, interested applicants should thoroughly review the ANI for the
specific funding opportunity:

« National Comprehensive Center on Improving Literacy for Students with Disabilities

7 U.S. Department of Education
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Commonly Used Acronyms
Acomyms  Meaming

ANI
CC
CPP
ETAA
REA
RELs
SEA
TEA
UEI

S46 U.S. Department of Education

Application Notice and Instructions
Comprehensive Center

Competitive Preference Priority

Education Technical Assistance Act of 2002
Regional Educational Agency

Regional Educational Laboratories

State Educational Agency

Tribal Educational Agency

Unique Entity Identifier




Eligible Applicants

- Who May Apply: Research organizations, institutions, agencies, institutes of higher
education, or partnerships among such entities, or individuals, with the demonstrated ability
or capacity to carry out the activities described in this notice, including regional entities that
carried out activities under the Educational Research, Development, Dissemination, and
Improvement Act of 1994 (as such Act existed on the day before November 5, 2002) and title
XIII of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (as such title existed on the day
before January 8, 2002). A group of eligible entities may apply as a consortium, in accordance
with the requirements in 34 CFR 75.127-129.

'(re .
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https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-34/section-75.127-129
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-34/section-75.127-129
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The Comprehensive Center Network

The Comprehensive Center Network (CCNetwork) is
comprised of three types of Comprehensive Centers:

1. National Comprehensive Center (National Center)
2. Regional Comprehensive Centers (Regional Centers),
3. Content Centers

Content Centers provide technical assistance on a specific
topic of national or regional importance reflected across
State and local needs and priorities.

7 U.S. Department of Education
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Partnering with Regional Educational
Laboratories (RELSs)

RELs

« High-quality applied research

- Evidence-building

« Sharing information about "what works"

NCIL Collaboration with RELs

- Required to disseminate its products and services to
diverse SEAs, LEAs, REAs, and schools.

« Including through partnership with other CCs.

For more information: https://ies.ed.gov/use-
work/regional-educational-laboratories-rel

U.S. Department of Education
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Priorities

National Comprehensive Center on Improving Literacy for
Students with Disabilities (NCIL) 84.283D



National Comprehensive Center for Improving
Literacy for Students with Disabilities (NCIL)

Absolute Priority

e Content Center: National Comprehensive Center on Improving Literacy for
Students with Disabilities (NCIL)

Competitive Preference Priority: 0 or 10 points

e Returning Education to the States

(&%) U.S.Department of Education




Absolute Priority

National Center on Improving Literacy for Students with
Disabilities (NCIL) 84.283D



Absolute Priority: Content Center: National
Comprehensive Center on Improving Literacy for
Students with Disabilities (1 of 3)

Projects that propose to establish and implement a Content Center to provide technical assistance
on a specific topic of national or regional importance reflected across State and local needs and
priorities. Content Centers must provide high quality, useful, and relevant client-driven, targeted
and universal capacity-building services to SEA, REA, TEA, LEA, and, for the NCIL, family clients
designed to build State and local capacity and improve educational opportunities, educator
practice, and student outcomes (as described in section 203 (f) of the Education Technical
Assistance Act (ETAA)) related to their specified topic area. Content Centers must support Regional
Centers, as needed, with subject matter expertise to enhance the intensive capacity-building
services provided by the Regional Centers or to design universal or targeted capacity-building
services to meet identified client needs.

Note: Review the ANI for full text of the Absolute Priorities.

U.S. Department of Education



https://files.simpler.grants.gov/opportunities/535ae68a-cf1d-45ab-971f-d649b9483036/attachments/1a975c10-1c3d-400d-9c93-ad26265d2046/NCIL_Comprehensive_Centers_Program_FY26_Application_Notice_and_Instructions_20260511.pdf

Absolute Priority: Content Centers (2 of 3)

The NCIL Center must:

a) ldentify or develop free or low-cost evidence-based literacy assessment tools for identifying
students at risk of not attaining full literacy skills due to a disability,

b) ldentify evidence-based literacy instruction, strategies, and accommodations, including
assistive technology, designed to meet the specific needs of such students;

c) Provide families of such students with information to assist such students;

) U.S. Department of Education Note: Review the ANI for full Absolute Priorities.
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Absolute Priority: Content Centers (3 of 3)

d) Identify or develop evidence-based professional development for teachers, paraprofessionals,
principals, other school leaders, and specialized instructional support personnel to: understand
early indicators of students at risk of not attaining full literacy skills due to a disability, including
dyslexia impacting reading or writing, or developmental delay impacting reading, writing,
language processing, comprehension, or executive functioning; use evidence-based screening
assessments for early identification of such students beginning not later than kindergarten; and
implement evidence-based instruction designed to meet the specific needs of such students;
and

e) Disseminate the products of the Comprehensive Center to regionally diverse SEAs, LEAs, REAs,
and schools, including, as appropriate, through partnerships with other CCs established under
section 203 of this title, and RELs established under section 174 of the Education Sciences
Reform Act of 2002.

U.S. Department of Education Note: Review the ANI for full Absolute Priorities.
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Competitive Preference Priority

National Comprehensive Center on Improving Literacy for
Students with Disabilities (NCIL) 84.283D

U.S. Department of Education



CPP1: Returning Education to the States
(0 or 10 Points)

Projects or proposals must be carried out by one or more of the following:
a) State educational agencies (as defined in 20 U.S.C. 7801(49)),

b) Entities identified, designated, or endorsed by a Governor or chief State education
official for purposes of implementing the project or proposal,

c) A Tribal educational agency (as defined in 20 U.S.C. 7452(b)(3)), or
d) Consortia of the entities identified under this priority.

U.S. Department of Education
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Identification, Designhation, or Endorsement

To qualify under the criterion as an entity “identified, designated, or endorsed by a Governor
or chief State education official for purposes of implementing the project or proposal”,
applicants must provide specific evidence, at the time of submission that a Governor or
chief State education official has identified, designated, or endorsed the project.

This may include:

- A letter, on official letterhead, signed by the Governor or chief State education official,

identifying, designating, or endorsing the application for purposes of implementing the
project or proposal.

“3 U.S. Department of Education




Program Requirements

National Comprehensive Center on Improving Literacy for
Students with Disabilities (NCIL) 84.283D

U.S. Department of Education



Program Requirements

- Requirements for grantees under this center.
- These requirements must be addressed after award and through cooperative agreements.

- They include:
« General program requirements for all Centers, and

- Specific program requirements for the Regional Center.

U.S. Department of Education




Program Requirements for All Centers (1-5)

Grantees under this program must:

1) Create client driven service plans annually for carrying out the technical assistance and
capacity-building services.

2) Design and implement streamlined client-driven capacity-building services.

3) Engage clients in defining proposed service projects and secure client and partner
commitments.

4) Develop and implement an effective performance management and evaluation system.

5) Participate in a national evaluation of the CC Program.

Note: Review the ANI for full Program Requirements.

U.S. Department of Education



https://files.simpler.grants.gov/opportunities/535ae68a-cf1d-45ab-971f-d649b9483036/attachments/1a975c10-1c3d-400d-9c93-ad26265d2046/NCIL_Comprehensive_Centers_Program_FY26_Application_Notice_and_Instructions_20260511.pdf

Program Requirements for Content Centers (6-8)

Content Center grantees under this program must:

6) Consult and integrate feedback from States, CC clients (including, for the NCIL, families),
the Department, National and Regional Centers, and other stakeholders and Department
technical assistance Centers, as relevant to the Center's content area in developing the
annual service plan.

7) Partner with the National Center and Regional Centers as needed to directly support their
States in the development and implementation of State Learning Agendas.

8) Establish partnership agreements with the National Center, Regional Centers, as needed,
and Department-funded technical assistance providers.

Note: Review the ANI for full Program Requirements.

U.S. Department of Education
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Program Requirements for Content Centers (9)

Content Center grantees under this program must [ensure]:

9) The Project Director must be capable of managing all aspects of the Center and be either at
a minimum of 0.5 FTE or there must be two Co-Project Directors at a minimum of 0.75 FTE
collectively.

Note: Review the ANI for full Program Requirements.

ﬁi U.S. Department of Education
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Application Requirements

National Comprehensive Center on Improving Literacy for Students with
Disabilities (NCIL) 84.283D

(#5¢) U.S.Department of Education
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Application Requirements

Requirements for applicants under this program.

These requirements must be addressed in the grant application.

Application requirements are aligned to associated selection criteria.

They include:
« General application requirements for all Centers, and

- Specific application requirements for National, Regional, or Content Centers.

S46 U.S. Department of Education




Application Requirements for All Centers (1-5)

Applicants must:
1) Describe its proposed approach to capacity-building services

2) Describe the proposed process to identify, in partnership with CC clients, the most urgent
educational challenges to be addressed.

3) Describe the proposed approach to measure and monitor client progress or success.
4) Demonstrate expertise in providing highly relevant and highly effective technical assistance.

5) Provide a budget that includes a narrative explanation of estimated costs for intensive,
targeted, and universal capacity-building services.

Note: Review the ANI for full Application Requirements.

U.S. Department of Education
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Application Requirements for All Centers (6-7)

Applicants must:

6) Describe the proposed leadership structure for the Center and how the organizational
leadership will effectively manage the project according to the needs of the program.

7) Include in the budget a line item for an annual set-aside of five percent of the grant amount to
support emerging needs.

Note: Review the ANI for full Application Requirements.

U.S. Department of Education
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Application Requirements for Content Centers
(8-9)

A Content Center applicant must:

8) Propose an approach to carry out capacity-building services that address client needs and
priorities.

9) Propose an approach to providing universal capacity-building services, including:
« How the Center will develop and widely disseminate evidence-based products or tools;
« Outreach to practitioners, education system leaders, and policymakers
- ldentify intended beneficiaries; and

- Ensure that proposed capacity-building services are driven by client needs and co-developed
with client input.

U.S. Department of Education




Application Requirements for Content Centers
(10)

A Content Center applicant must:
10) Describe the educational challenges to be addressed by the project, including

o How the challenges to be addressed are aligned to Section 203(f)(1) of the ETAA,

o Supported by data and evidence, and

o Reflected by cross-regional State and local needs and priorities.

U.S. Department of Education Note: Review the ANI for full Application Requirements.
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Selection Criteria

National Comprehensive Center on Improving Literacy for
Students with Disabilities (NCIL) 84.283D



Selection Criteria

a) Significance
b) Quality of Project Design
c) Quality of the Management Plan

%/; U.S. Department of Education




Selection Criteria Scoring

Absolute Priority Significance Quality of Project Quality of the Total
Design Management Plan Points

Content Center: Up to 15 points Up to 55 points Up to 30 points Up to 100
National

Comprehensive
Center on
Improving Literacy
for Students with
Disabilities (NCIL)

-:“\"((’: .
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Significance (Content Centers)

In determining the Significance of the proposed project, the Secretary considers
the following factors (up to 15 points):

1) The data presented (including a comparison to local, State, regional, national,
or international data) that demonstrates the issue, challenge, or opportunity to
be addressed by the proposed project (up to 5 points).

2) The extent to which the proposed project is likely to build local, State, regional,
or national capacity to provide, improve, sustain, or expand training or services
that address the needs of underserved populations (up to 10 points).

A

-;(re .
U.S. Department of Education

ST




Quality of the Project Design (Content Centers)
(1 of 3)

In determining the quality of the project design of the proposed center for which
the applicant is applying, the Secretary considers the following factors:

1) The extent to which the goals, objectives, and outcomes to be achieved by the proposed
project are clearly specified, measurable, and ambitious yet achievable within the project
period, and aligned with the purposes of the grant program (up to 10 points).

2) The adequacy of plans for ensuring the use of quantitative and qualitative data, including
meaningful community member and partner input, to inform continuous improvement in the
operation of the proposed project (up to 10 points).

U.S. Department of Education




Quality of the Project Design (Content Centers)
(2 of 3)

In determining the quality of the project design of the proposed center for which
the applicant is applying, the Secretary considers the following factors:

3) The extent to which the training or professional development services to be provided by
the proposed project are of sufficient quality, intensity, and duration to build recipient and
project capacity in ways that lead to improvements in practice among the recipients of
those services (up to 20 points).

4) The extent to which the proposed project will include coordination with other Federal
investments, as well as appropriate agencies and organizations providing similar services to
the target population (up to 5 points).

AT |
%) U.S.Department of Education

N




Quality of the Project Design (Content Centers)
(3 of 3)

In determining the quality of the project design of the proposed center for which
the applicant is applying, the Secretary considers the following factors:

5) The extent to which the proposed project is supported by the target
population that it is intended to serve (up to 5 points).

6) The quality of the logic model or other conceptual framework underlying the

proposed project, including how inputs are related to outcomes (up to 5
points).

%/; U.S. Department of Education




Quality of the Management Plan (Content
Centers) (1 of 2)

In determining the quality of the management plan for the proposed center for
which the applicant is applying, the Secretary considers the following factors:

1) The feasibility of the management plan to achieve project objectives and goals on time and
within budget, including clearly defined responsibilities, timelines, and milestones
for accomplishing project tasks (up to 10 points).

2) The extent to which the key personnel in the project, when hired, have the
gualifications required for the proposed project, including formal training or work
experience in fields related to the objectives of the project, and represent or have
lived experiences of the target population (up to 10 points).

U.S. Department of Education




Quality of the Management Plan (Content
Centers) (2 of 2)

In determining the quality of the management plan of the proposed center for
which the applicant is applying, the Secretary considers the following factors:

3) The qualifications, including relevant training and experience, of project
consultants or subcontractors (up to 5 points).

4) The extent to which the budget is adequate to support the proposed project
and the costs are reasonable in relation to the objectives, design, and potential
significance of the proposed project (up to 5 points).

%/; U.S. Department of Education




Funding Range

- Estimated Available Funds: Approximately $1.5 Million
- Estimated Range of Awards:
« NCIL: $1,485,000 - $1,500,000

- Subsequent Budget Periods: Funding for the subsequent budget periods beyond the first year is
contingent on appropriation levels.

The Department is not bound by any estimates in the ANI.

U.S. Department of Education
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Competition Resources At-a-Glance

Funding Opportunity:
ED-GRANTS-050826-001
(National, Regional, Content Centers)

Funding Opportunity
ED-GRANTS-051126-001 (NCIL)

Comprehensive Centers Program NCIL Program Website:
Website: Applicant Resources Applicant Resources

Submit Questions to:

U.S. Department of Education



https://www.ed.gov/grants-and-programs/grants-birth-grade-12/school-and-community-improvement-grants/comprehensive-centers-program-national-regional-and-content-centers-84283b#applicant-info-and-eligibility
https://www.ed.gov/grants-and-programs/grants-birth-grade-12/school-and-community-improvement-grants/comprehensive-centers-program-national-regional-and-content-centers-84283b#applicant-info-and-eligibility
mailto:OESE.ComprehensiveCenters@ed.gov?subject=Comprehensive%20Centers%20Competition%20Question

Additional Webinars

- Webinars detailing the general requirements for each Center type can be found on the
Program Websites on ed.gov.

Content Centers

General
Regional Centers (Field-Initiated,
Emerging Needs)

National Center

Competition
Information

U.S. Department of Education




Accessible Format

- Upon request, individuals with disabilities can obtain the ANI and a copy of the application
package in an accessible format.

- The Department will provide the requestor with an accessible format that may include Rich
Text Format (RTF) or text format (txt), a thumb drive, braille, large print, or another
accessible format.

- To submit a request, contact:
« Dr. Michelle Daley, U.S. Department of Education

« Email: OESE.ComprehensiveCenters@ed.gov.

U.S. Department of Education
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Important Reminders

Review the ANI for a complete description of the competition priorities, selection criteria,
requirements, assurances, and definitions.

- 84.283B: National Center, Regional Centers, FieldInitiated Content Centers, Emerging Needs
Content Center

- 84.283D: ANI for National Center on Improving Literacy for Students with Disabilities

Submit Notice of Intent to Apply (optional) to OESE.ComprehensiveCenters@ed.gov by May
29, 2026

Register on SAM.gov and Grants.gov

Deadline Reminder: The deadline for the transmittal of applications is 11:59:59 p.m. EDT on
June 30, 2026.

'(re .
(v U.S. Department of Education
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Contact Information

- For additional questions, email: OESE.ComprehensiveCenters@ed.gov

- For more information and resources, visit:

« Comprehensive Centers Program Website

(re .
(v U.S. Department of Education
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https://oese.ed.gov/offices/office-of-formula-grants/program-and-grantee-support-services/comprehensive-centers-program/
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