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Open Applications/Webinars

The Department is accepting applications for the following absolute priorities:

• National Comprehensive Center 

• Regional Centers  

• Content Centers 

• Emerging Needs: Meaningful Learning Opportunities

• Field-Initiated

• National Comprehensive Center on Improving Literacy for Students with Disabilities (NCIL)

Prospective applicants seeking to apply for more than one Comprehensive Center must submit a 

separate application for each Center.

Visit the Department of Education's YouTube Channel for more information on application requirements for each types of 

Center.
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Agenda

1) Application Notice and Instructions (ANI)

A. Priorities

B. Program Requirements

C. Application and Eligibility Requirements

2) Submission Procedures

3) Application Review Process

4) Resources
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Objectives

• Identify the application requirements and expectations outlined in the Application Notice 

and Instructions (ANI) (e.g., priorities, program and application requirements, selection 

criteria, due dates, and the review process) for the 2026 National Center grant competition.

• Understand the process for submitting the grant applications, including online submission 

platforms and methods, and required forms.
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Funding Opportunity

National Center, Regional Centers, Content Centers

• Assistance Listing Number (ALN): 84.283B

• Funding Opportunity Number: ED-GRANTS-050826-001
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IMPORTANT – Webinar Disclaimer
• The Application Notice and Instructions (ANI) published on Grants.gov serves as the official 

announcement and instructions for the 2026 Content Center grant competition.

• This presentation does not contain the full-text of the ANI and should only be used as a reference 

in conjunction with the official instructions.

• Before applying for this grant, interested applicants should thoroughly review the ANI for the 

specific funding opportunity:

• National Center
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Commonly Used Acronyms
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Acronyms Meaning

ANI Application Notice and Instruction

CC Comprehensive Center

CPP Competitive Preference Priority

ETAA Education Technical Assistance Act 

NCC National  Comprehensive Center 

REA Regional Educational Agencies

RELs Regional Educational Laboratories

TEA Tribal Educational Agency

UEI Unique Entity Identifier 



Eligible Applicants

• Who May Apply: Research organizations, institutions, agencies, institutes of higher 

education, or partnerships among such entities, or individuals, with the demonstrated ability 

or capacity to carry out the activities described in this notice, including regional entities that 

carried out activities under the Educational Research, Development, Dissemination, and 

Improvement Act of 1994 (as such Act existed on the day before November 5, 2002) and title 

XIII of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (as such title existed on the day 

before January 8, 2002). A group of eligible entities may apply as a consortium, in accordance 

with the requirements in 34 CFR 75.127-129.

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-34/section-75.127-129
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-34/section-75.127-129
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-34/section-75.127-129


The Comprehensive Center Network

The Comprehensive Center Network (CCNetwork) is 
comprised of three types of Comprehensive Centers:

1. National Comprehensive Center (National Center)

2. Regional Comprehensive Centers (Regional Centers), 

3. Content Centers

The National Center coordinates client-driven technical 
assistance across the CCNetwork to address SEA, REA, 
TEA, and LEA priorities related to evidence use and 
implementation of evidence-based practices to improve 
student outcomes nationally.
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The Role of the National Center

• Leads coordination across the entire CCNetwork; serving as centralized hub for the 

entire Network.

• Supports coordination, knowledge sharing, and connection across CCs and RELs.

• Serves as a concierge-level point of entry to the Department technical assistance for States 

and other CC Client.

• Streamlines access to cadre of qualified subject matter experts.

• Coordinates and refines processes, tools, and resources to support Regional Centers and 

RELs. 

• Supports the development or refinement of multi-year State Learning Agendas.
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Partnering with Regional Educational 
Laboratories (RELs)

• High-quality applied research

• Evidence-building

• Sharing information about "what 
works" 

For more information: 
https://ies.ed.gov/use-work/regional-
educational-laboratories-rel 
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State Learning Agendas

A Learning Agenda is a strategic, multi-year plan to identify and address priority 
policy questions using data and evidence.

Learning Agendas serve to: 

• Identify high-priority questions that matter most for improving programs, policies, and outcomes.

• Guide research, evaluation, and data-collection activities in a coordinated way.

• Support evidence-based decision-making to improve effectiveness and efficiency.

• Promote transparency and collaboration through engagement with internal and external 
stakeholders.

Source:  H.R.4174 - Foundations for Evidence-Based Policymaking Act of 2018
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State Learning Agendas drive REL & CC Support
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Learning Agenda

Research Activities

Strategic Plan
Priorities, strategies, & milestones

Practice Activities

REL & CC Support

States set 
the agenda



Priorities
National Center 84.283B



National Center

Absolute Priority [Required]

• National Center

Competitive Preference Priority: 0 to 10 points [Not required]

• Returning Education to the States
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Absolute Priority 
National Center 84.283B



Absolute Priority: National Comprehensive 
Center (1 of 4)

• Propose projects to establish a National Center to coordinate client-driven technical assistance to address 

SEAs, REAs, Tribal TEAs, and LEA priorities related to evidence use and implementation of evidence-based 

practices to improve student outcomes. 

• Serve as a lead coordinator across the CC program to promote overall alignment and coherence of 

CCNetwork services to reduce burdens and barriers to service for States and beneficiaries, and support 

coordination, knowledge sharing connection across Centers where multi-provider engagement is needed 

and facilitate efficient use of program resources.

18



Absolute Priority: National Comprehensive 
Center (2 of 4)

• Conduct and share annual analyses of high-leverage problems identified by States.

• Develop common tools and resources

• Align capacity assessment, tracking, and reporting,

• Support for State Learning Agendas, 

• Quality assurance processes.  
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Absolute Priority: National Comprehensive 
Center (3 of 4)

• Procure expertise to provide high-quality, high-impact technical assistance to address common 

multi-State needs through targeted and universal capacity-building services.

• Services shall address Evidence-based national needs not already addressed by other federal investments, 

in consultation with the Center’s Advisory Board:

• Identified through the analysis of high-leverage problems across the entire CCNetwork;
• Publicly established by clients and potential clients, such as those identified in State Learning Agendas; 

and
• Common high-leverage problems identified in Regional Center service plans.
• Findings from finalized Department monitoring reports or audit findings, implementation challenges 

faced by States and LEAs related to teaching, learning, and development, and emerging educational 
topics of national importance.
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Absolute Priority: National Comprehensive 
Center (4 of 4)

• Streamline access to qualified technical assistance providers by serving as a concierge-style 

support to intake technical assistance requests from SEAs, REAs, TEAs, and LEAs. 

• Design and implement a system to review inquiries and voluntary requests for technical 

assistance.

• Maintain a registry of qualified national subject matter experts to meet client needs.

• Identify technical assistance providers with relevant expertise, which may include Regional 

Centers, Content Centers within the CCNetwork, and other Department technical assistance 

providers.

• Coordinate support as needed for clients to access services from identified TA providers.
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Competitive Preference Priority
National Center 84.283B



CPP1: Returning Education to the States

Projects or proposals that will be carried out by one or more of the following:

(a) Entities identified, designated, or endorsed by a Governor or chief State 

education official for purposes of implementing the project or proposal.

23Note: Review the ANI for the full Absolute Priorities.
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Identification, Designation, or Endorsement

This may include:

• A letter, on official letterhead, signed by the Governor or chief State education official, 

identifying, designating, or endorsing the application for purposes of implementing the 

project or proposal.

24

To qualify as an entity “identified, designated, or endorsed by a Governor or chief State 
education official for purposes of implementing the project or proposal”, applicants must 
provide specific evidence, at the time of submission that a Governor or chief State 
education official has identified, designated, or endorsed the project. 

Note: Review the ANI for the full Absolute Priorities.

https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/362346


CPP1 Scoring
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Identification, designation or endorsement from officials of States Suggested Points

0 / Not Addressed 0 points

1 State 1 point

2-4 States 2 points

5-7 States 3 points

8-9 States 4 points

10-11 States 5 points

12-13 States 6 points

14-15 States 7 points

16-17 States 8 points

18-19 States 9 points

20+ States 10 points



Program Requirements 
National Center 84.283B



Program Requirements

• Requirements for grantees under this center.

• These requirements must be addressed after award and through cooperative agreements.

• They include:

• General program requirements for all Centers, and 

• Specific program requirements for the Regional Center.



Program Requirements for All Center (1-5) 

Regional Center grantees under this program must:

1) Create client driven service plans annually for carrying out the technical assistance and 

capacity-building services.

2) Design and implement streamlined client-driven capacity-building services.

3) Engage clients in defining proposed service projects and secure client and partner 

commitments.

4) Develop and implement an effective performance management and evaluation system.

5) Participate in a national evaluation of the CC Program. 

28

Note: Review the ANI for the full text of the Program Requirements
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Program Requirements for the National Center
(6-7)

National Center grantees under this program must:

6) Include projects to develop CCNetwork tools, resources, services, and processes in its 

service plan, to align capacity assessment, tracking, and reporting to deliver services that 

effectively build client capacity for evidence use and implementation of evidence-based 

practices to improve student outcomes.

7) Coordinate and refine processes, tools, and resources to support Regional Centers and RELs to 

work with individual States to develop Learning Agendas.

a. Producing and adapting tools and resources, providing additional expertise, as needed, 

sharing examples of model Learning Agendas, or convening States across regions, as 

needed.
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Note: Review the ANI for the full Program Requirements
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Program Requirements for the National Center
(8-9)

National Center grantees under this program must:

8) Design and implement a coordinated process to identify emerging high-leverage problems to 

include in the annual service plan, including conducting and publishing an annual synthesis of 

common high-priority needs across States, with input from other sources including the Center’s 

Advisory Board, to identify the collective needs that may require cross-regional peer learning 

and capacity-building at the national level

9) Design effective services to meet demonstrated collective needs with tangible, 

achievable capacity-building outcomes resulting from beneficiary participation, including 

targeted and universal capacity-building services where States and other beneficiaries can learn 

from each other and subject matter experts. .
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Note: Review the ANI for the full Program Requirements
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Program Requirements for the National Center 
(10-11)

National Center grantees under this program must:

10) Solicit, vet, and provide access to an expansive and comprehensive cadre of national 

subject matter experts to support the CCs.

a) Broad range of expertise from providers with proven outcomes working with CC clients and sufficient information 

to help clients make informed selections among potential providers. 

b) Made available to clients and include, for example, client reviews, examples of expert work, and transparency in 

service pricing. The cadre should reflect client input and be continually expanded to include new providers, as 

needed, to meet client needs. 

11) Design and implement a concierge-style service to intake and assess inquiries 

and voluntary technical assistance requests from CC clients.
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Note: Review the ANI for the full Program Requirements
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Program Requirements for the National Center 
(12-13)

10)Design, operate and maintain communications and dissemination 

vehicles for the CCNetwork.

11)Create peer learning opportunities for CCNetwork staff.
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Program Requirements for the National Center 
(14) 

National Center grantees under this program must:

14) Ensure that the Project Director can manage all aspects of the Center and is either staffed 

at 1 FTE or the Project Director and Co-Director or Deputies are staffed at a minimum of 

1.5 FTE collectively.
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Application Requirements
National Center 84.283B



Application Requirements

• Requirements for applicants under this program.

• These requirements must be addressed in the grant application. 

• Application requirements are aligned to associated selection criteria.

• They include:

• General application requirements for all Centers, and 

• Specific application requirements for National, Regional, or Content Centers.
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Application Requirements for All Centers (1-5)

Applicants must:

1) Describe its proposed approach to capacity-building services, including a logic model.

2) Describe the proposed process to identify, in partnership with CC clients, the most urgent 

educational challenges to be addressed.

3) Describe the proposed approach to measure and monitor client progress or success.

4) Demonstrate expertise in providing highly relevant and highly effective technical assistance.

5) Provide a budget that includes a narrative explanation of estimated costs for intensive, 

targeted, and universal capacity-building services.
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Note: Review the ANI for the full Application Requirements.
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Application Requirements for All Centers (6-7)

Applicants must:

6) Describe the proposed leadership structure for the Center and how the organizational 

leadership will effectively manage the project according to the needs of the program.

7) Include in the budget a line item for an annual set-aside of five percent of the grant 

amount to support emerging needs.
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Application Requirements for the National 
Center (8)

An applicants for the National Center must: 

8) Propose an approach to leading coordination and collaboration of the entire CCNetwork, that 

includes:

o How the Center will fulfill the requirements to serve as a concierge-level point of entry to Department technical 

assistance for States and other CC clients.

o Develop and administer access to a national cadre of subject matter experts with a broad range of expertise, 

demonstrated impact, and proven satisfaction serving CC clients.

o Coordinate and refine processes, tools, and resources to support Regional Centers and RELs for State Learning 

Agendas.

o Identify emerging high-leverage problems that could be effectively addressed through client driven annual service 

plans. Describe the proposed approach to providing targeted capacity-building services.
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Note: Review the ANI for the full Application Requirements.
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Application Requirements for the National 
Center (9-10)

Applicants for the National Center must: 

9) Demonstrate a high-level of expertise in leading communication and digital engagement 

strategies.

10) Propose an approach to procuring expertise to provide targeted and universal capacity-building 

services to support beneficiaries in addressing common high-leverage problems.
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Selection Criteria
National Center 84.283B



Selection Criteria

1) Significance

2) Quality of Project Design 

3) Quality of the Management Plan
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Selection Criteria Scoring

Absolute Priority Significance Quality of Project 
Design

Quality of the 
Management Plan

Total Points

National Center Up to 20 points Up to 55 points Up to 35 points Up to 110
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Significance (National Center)

In determining the overall quality of the Significance of the proposed project, the Secretary 

considers the following factors:

1) The extent to which the proposed project is likely to build local, State, regional, or national 

capacity to provide, improve, sustain, or expand training or services that address the needs of 

underserved populations (up to 10 points).

2) The extent to which the resources, tools, and implementation lessons of the proposed project 

will be disseminated in ways to the target population and local community that will enable 

them and others (including practitioners, researchers, education leaders, and partners) to 

implement similar strategies (up to 10 points).

43Note: See the ANI for a complete description.

https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/362342


Quality of Project Design (National Center) 
(1 of 2)

In determining the overall quality of the Quality of the Project Design of the proposed project, the 

Secretary considers the following factors:

1) The extent to which the goals, objectives, and outcomes to be achieved by the proposed 

project are clearly specified, measurable, and ambitious yet achievable within the project 

period, and aligned with the purposes of the grant program (up to 10 points).  

2) The adequacy of plans for ensuring the use of quantitative and qualitative data, including 

meaningful community member and partner input, to inform continuous improvement in the 

operation of the proposed project (up to 10 points).   

44Note: See the ANI for a complete description.

https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/362342


Quality of Project Design (National Center) 
(2 of 2)

3) The extent to which the training or professional development services to be provided by the 

proposed project are of sufficient quality, intensity, and duration to build recipient and project 

capacity in ways that lead to improvements in practice among the recipients of those services 

(up to 15 points). 

4) The extent to which the proposed project will include coordination with other Federal 

investments, as well as appropriate agencies and organizations providing similar services to the 

target population (up to 15 points).   

5) The quality of the logic model or other conceptual framework underlying the proposed project, 

including how inputs are related to outcomes (up to 5 points). 

45Note: See the ANI for a complete description.
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Quality of Management Plan (National Center) 
(1 of 2)

1) The feasibility of the management plan to achieve project objectives and goals on time and 

within budget, including clearly defined responsibilities, timelines, and milestones for 

accomplishing project tasks (up to 15 points).

2) The extent to which the time commitments of the project director and principal investigator 

and other key project personnel are appropriate and adequate to meet the objectives of the 

proposed project (up to 5 points).

46Note: See the ANI for a complete description.
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Quality of Management Plan (National Center) 
(2 of 2)

3) The extent to which the key personnel in the project, when hired, have the qualifications 

required for the proposed project, including formal training or work experience in fields 

related to the objectives of the project, and represent or have lived experiences of the 

target population (up to 10 points)

4) The extent to which the budget is adequate to support the proposed project and the costs are 

reasonable in relation to the objectives, design, and potential significance of the proposed 

project (up to 5 points).

47Note: See the ANI for a complete description.
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Thank You
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