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QUESTION Are SEAs with a currently active CGSA award able to apply for another CGSA grant for a 
different project and run them concurrently?

    Answer Yes. States with current CGSA awards may apply for this competition also.  The scope of 
work for this application must be unique from the current award.

QUESTION Is there a minimum funding expectation for each apllication?
    Answer There is not a minimum expectation, per se. However, please refer to pages 3 and 4 of the 

ANI (see https://www.ed.gov/media/document/84368a-cgsa-fy2026-application-notice-
and-instructions-20260427pdf-113945.pdf). The ESEA statute specifies minimum amounts 
that can be awarded to an SEA under the statute-those amounts are listed here.

QUESTION Greetings! Can the Department clarify whether addressing both Absolute Priorities would 
be advantageous?
(I understand that it is not necessary for an applicant to address both Absolute Priority 1 
and Absolute Priority 2, and that addressing just one of the absolute priorities is sufficient 
to qualify).

    Answer The Department cannot advise an applicant whether it is advantageous to address both 
absolute priorities.  The requirement is to address at least one of the absolute priorities.  
Each applicant should carefully read the ANI and determine for themselves which priorities 
their proposed project addresses.

QUESTION Is the dissemination plan something to be included separately or within the narrative?
    Answer The Department would expect it to be provided within the narrative of the application.  

QUESTION The preview of the ED supplemental information form SF 424 says if applicable, please 
attach your "Exempt Research" or "Nonexempt Research" narrative to this form as 
indicated in the definitions page in the attached instructions. But I do not see that 
information in any of the instructions, can you please point us to it?

Initial Answer Please give us a short amount of time to review this and follow up.

Subsequent 
Answer

After the webinar concluded, we realized that there was an error in the reference link 
provided for instructions to the "ED Supplemental Information for SF 424" form. We 
apologize for this oversight. The correct link for these instructions is:  
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/instructions-sf-424-ed-supplemental-2026-
113023.pdf 

QUESTION Will all applications be in the same "pool," or will AP1 applications only be competing 
against other AP1 applications, and AP2 applications competing against other AP2 
applications?

    Answer The Department may consider all applications across both APs, or it may consider 
applications under each AP separately.  
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QUESTION Is the 65 page limit a requirement or a recommendation?
    Answer We strongly recommend limiting the project narrative to 65 double spaced pages.

QUESTION Do any tables and figures within the narrative need to be double spaced as well? 
    Answer No. I think figures and tables do not need to be double spaced.

QUESTION Apologies if this is a basic question, but could you provide clarification on the difference 
between an unallowable subgrant and an allowable contracted service arrangement under 
this grant?

    Answer An SEA cannot make a sub-grant of CGSA funds to another entity. The SEA can enter into an 
agreement with another entity through a contract or memorandum of understanding or any 
other mechanism that is legal for that SEA (e.g., follows all applicable purchasing laws for 
that SEA).  But the SEA cannot make a sub-grant of CGSA funds to an LEA, for example.

QUESTION Could you clarify the specific psychometric validations expectations for this grant? Does 
the Department have any preferences regarding that scientific process of accumulating the 
evidence, so demonstrating via some specific type of assessment or like a specific like 
type of data?

    Answer There are times the proposals may involve explaining the psychometric work that might be 
involved in in executing their project, and so there'd be some expectation that there be 
sufficient description. The Department does not have any particular data format or 
methodology or process in mind. Again, the Department would expect that the descriptions 
provided in the application are to be credibly sufficient to demonstrate the claims that are 
being made, and we will engage outside peer reviewers to make recommendations to us 
about that.

QUESTION Do we need to address each of the sub areas of the absolute priority chosen?
    Answer Regarding  absolute priority one, the way it's written is there's a part  A about the innovative 

items and then a part B, that's about approaches to a the design of assessment forms. The 
priority reads A or  B.
But then, regardless of whether you address A or B or both,  you also need to address part C, 
which is about providing a dissemination plan to share lessons learned at best practices. 
The Department encourages you to read the language of the priorities carefully when 
thinking about putting together your proposal.
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