The U.S. Department of Education (ED) relies on accrediting agencies (accreditors) to oversee higher education quality. Only
institutions and programs accredited by a federally recognized accreditor can provide students with access to federal student aid,
including Pell Grants and student loans. Periodically, a subset of the more than 60 federally recognized accreditors come up for

review by ED and the National Advisory Committee on Institutional Quality and Integrity (NACIQI).

Here is a snapshot of how the accreditor recognition process works. _
ED REQUESTS FEDERAL RECOGNITION APPLICATIONS I

Each accreditor must be reviewed at least every five years once recognized

NACIQI currently meets twice per year to review agencies and advise ED

I ACCREDITORS SUBMIT APPLICATIONS

Accreditors must demonstrate compliance with the Secretary of Education’s Criteria for Recognition Learn

more about the criteria

ED ANNOUNCES NACIQI MEETING & INVITES COMMENT

NACIQI meetings and a notice inviting public comment are announced several months before the meeting Federal

Register notices are available

ED REVIEWS APPLICATIONS & DEVELOPS DRAFT STAFF REPORTS

For each accreditor, ED staff review the accreditor’s application, public comments, and other info ED staff

assess the accreditor’s compliance and produce a preliminary (draft) report

ED SENDS DRAFT STAFF REPORTS TO ACCREDITORS FOR RESPONSE
Accreditors have 30 days to respond to the draft report

Accreditors may share additional documentation to demonstrate compliance

. ED SENDS FINAL STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS TO NACIQI, ACCREDITORS & PUBLIC

From: ED

7

ED reviews accreditors’ responses and compiles final reports and recommendations Final - DAYS

before NACIQI
meeting

staff reports for current and past meetings are

NACIQI HOLDS MEETING & MAKES ITS OWN RECOMMENDATION

[
ﬂb . ED, accreditors, and public commenters provide input to NACIQI members NACIQI

makes separate recommendations for each accreditor up for review

A ED SENIOR OFFICIAL MAKES RECOGNITION DECISION 90
Both staff and NACIQI recommendations, as well as NACIQI proceedings, are considered Senior DAYS
after NACIQI
official’s decision comes within 90 days of the meeting e

ACCREDITOR MAY APPEAL DECISION TO SECRETARY OF EDUCATION 10 & 30

Accreditors have until 10 days after decision to give notice of appeal, and 30 days to file appeal DAﬂYS
arter

decision

Secretary has no deadline by which to decide the appeal


http://www2.ed.gov/admins/finaid/accred/accreditation.html#Overview
http://www2.ed.gov/admins/finaid/accred/accreditation_pg5.html#NationallyRecognized
http://www2.ed.gov/about/bdscomm/list/naciqi.html
http://www2.ed.gov/admins/finaid/accred/accreditation_pg14.html
http://www2.ed.gov/admins/finaid/accred/accreditation_pg11.html#Part602-Secretary'sRecognition
http://www2.ed.gov/about/bdscomm/list/naciqi.html
https://opeweb.ed.gov/aslweb/



Accessibility Report



		Filename: 

		Accreditor Federal Recognition Process_Final.pdf






		Report created by: 

		Taylor Myers


		Organization: 

		





 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.



		Needs manual check: 2


		Passed manually: 0


		Failed manually: 0


		Skipped: 1


		Passed: 29


		Failed: 0





Detailed Report



		Document




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set


		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF


		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF


		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order


		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified


		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar


		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents


		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast


		Page Content




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged


		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged


		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order


		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided


		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged


		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker


		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts


		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses


		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive


		Forms




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged


		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description


		Alternate Text




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text


		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read


		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content


		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation


		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text


		Tables




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot


		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR


		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers


		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column


		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary


		Lists




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L


		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI


		Headings




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting







Back to Top


