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Shirdell L. Mattox, Executive Director 
Midwifery Education Accreditation Council 
6417 Penn Ave S 
Ste 8 PMB 1075 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55423-1196 
Email: shirdell@meacschools.org 
 
Dear Ms. Mattox: 
 
The Accreditation Group (AG) in the Office of Postsecondary Education is in receipt of 
information that appears credible and raises concerns relevant to the Midwifery Education 
Accreditation Council’s (MEAC or the agency) compliance with the Secretary’s Criteria for 
Recognition at 34 C.F.R. 602 (Criteria). This information raises concerns about the ability of 
MEAC to meet its accreditation responsibilities and to demonstrate that it has the 
administrative and fiscal capability to carry out its accreditation activities in light of its scope 
of recognition.  
 
As you know, the Department’s authority over accrediting agencies is through the recognition 
process, by which the Secretary of Education (Secretary) reviews and recognizes accrediting 
agencies for the purposes of the Title IV Federal Student Aid programs or access to other 
federal programs. The recognition process is defined under § 496 of the Higher Education Act 
of 1965, as amended (HEA), and in Department regulations in the Criteria. The primary 
concern of the Accreditation Group is to ensure that an accrediting agency acts in accordance 
with both its own policies and procedures and with the Criteria. 
 
The Department takes concerns raised about recognized accrediting agencies seriously. 
Therefore, I am requesting that MEAC provide a full and documented response to me by April 
21, 2025. This response must include: 
 

• the agency’s current bylaws; 
• the agency’s financial statements for FY2021, FY2022, FY2023, and 

FY2024; 
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• documentation that the agency has filed its taxes for 2021, 2022, 2023, and 
2024; and 

• documentation of submission of the annual report required by the State of 
Arizona for 2021, 2022, 2023, and 2024. 

 

Please send the information requested to me via email at Elizabeth.Daggett@ed.gov. If you 
have any questions regarding this letter’s content or requests, please contact me by phone at 
202-453-6190 or email. 
 
Thank you for your prompt response to the requests for information made in this letter. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Elizabeth Daggett 
Director, Accreditation Group 

 

Cc: Dr. Nicole S. Harris, Accreditation Group Analyst 
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