UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
OFFICE OF POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION

May 2, 2025

To Interested Parties:

On October 29, 2024, the U.S. Department of Education’s (Department’s) Accreditation Group
(AG) placed a temporary pause on accepting and reviewing applications for initial recognition.
On May 1, 2025, the Department lifted the temporary pause.

The Higher Education Act of 1965 (HEA) requires the Department to prioritize the review of
accrediting agencies that accredit institutions of higher education that choose to participate in
Title IV.! Therefore, Department staff will be balancing this statutory obligation with the review
of new applications for initial recognition. The Department believes that the review of
prospective accreditation agencies is important work. Quality assurance entities that seek initial
recognition are poised to deliver on the promise that postsecondary education is indeed a
marketplace of ideas and can - and should - be responsive to and aligned with workforce needs.

Please contact the AG either via email aslrecordsmanager@ed.gov or telephone 202-453-7615 if
interested in seeking recognition from the Department. The AG appreciates your patience during
the recognition review process.
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The Department of Education’s mission is to promote student achievement and preparation for global competitiveness
by fostering educational excellence and ensuring equal access for students of all ages.
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