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P R O C E E D I N G S 

MS. MACK: Welcome back from lunch. We 

concluded walking through the text right before lunch, so 

I wanted to go to you, Jeff, and see where the Department 

would like us to direct our attention next. 

MR. ANDRADE: Well, since we completed 

our walk-through, we are now looking at the proposals. We 

have been looking at a proposal that we received this 

morning, which was the large chunk and -- that Jennifer 

and others had submitted to us on moving items from 16 to 

17. Our OGC staff has been looking at that. We still have 

a few clarifying questions with regard to the author. So 

we would like to do a caucus with the original group from 

the first caucus that we had, plus the students. So that 

would be Jennifer, the school groups, and accreditors, 

and, again, and the students initially. And this is just 

really to ask clarifying questions since it's basically 

their proposal. And then once we get that cleared, we 

would walk through it with the full group in about 30 

minutes. 

MS. MACK: Okay. Roughly 30 minutes. 

Conference room back that way? 

MR. ANDRADE: Okay. 

MS. MACK: Or do you want to stay in 

here? 
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MR. ANDRADE: Our preference is to 

stay in here. 

MS. MACK: Let's stay in here, and 

I'll clear the room. 

MR. ANDRADE: And bring everybody 

back, and then we can use the screen. 

MS. MACK: Sounds good. Thank you all 

very much. Welcome back from break, everyone. Appreciate 

all of the patience. I would like to turn it over to Jeff 

for a report-out, closing out that caucus. 

MR. ANDRADE: Sure. Welcome back, 

everyone. So we had a caucus with the group that we had 

the original caucus with who was working on the language. 

We walked through a number of our questions. And again, 

the concept here is trying to move things between 602.16 

and 602.17. Yet, still trying to capture some of the 

Department's original intent in the proposal. So about 

three-quarters of the way through it became apparent that 

despite our best intentions to try to bring everybody in 

and walk through it was very confusing when you were 

looking at red lines over red lines. So what we are going 

to go back and do is we are going to do two substitutes 

of 16 and 17. So rather than show you a red line over red 

line, we will show you new red lines to current regs as 

though the first set of changes never existed. We're 
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going to pull those two sections back. And then we will 

reintroduce two new red line sections, so it will be very 

clear to everybody what's changing from the existing 

regs. And then again, we've talked about all these 

concepts so there shouldn't be anything new, but what you 

should see is a much more streamlined version of what we 

had before. 

MS. MACK: Thank you for that report-

out, Jeff. Where would we like to go next? Or how would 

we like to spend the rest of our afternoon? 

MR. ANDRADE: So our recommendation is 

we would like to adjourn for the day and let people who 

are working on language changes, continue to work on 

those language changes. We will work on this other -- 

rewrite the substitute. And then I know there's one group 

that wanted to meet with some of the Department officials 

informally, which looks like a caucus, and I'll treat it 

like a caucus. So some of us will hang back and have a 

discussion with them. And then we'll all reconvene 

tomorrow morning. 

MS. MACK: Which groups for the 

record, will you be informally caucusing? 

MR. ANDRADE: Bill Hathaway, can you 

read into the record which groups that we will be 

informally caucusing with? 
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MS. MACK: Dave or Bill, will you do 

that for us, please? 

MR. HATHAWAY: So, it is students, 

student loan borrowers and groups representing them, 

legal assistance organizations, consumer advocates, civil 

rights organizations, public institutions of higher 

education, including community colleges, HBCUs and TCUs, 

private nonprofit institutions of higher education, state 

officials, including governors, state higher education 

executive officers, state authorizing agents, 

institutional accrediting agencies recognized by the 

Secretary, and programmatic accrediting agencies 

recognized by the Secretary. 

MS. MACK: Thank you for doing that 

officially, Bill, I appreciate that. Okay. 

MR. ANDRADE: And before we adjourn, 

just so I have a sense of what is coming in the pipeline, 

can I see just a show of hands of who is still working on 

additional proposals that they were going to send us 

tonight? Yeah. By the end -- I'm just for today because 

as a practical matter, that's what we can, that's what we 

can look at. So, who has an expectation of things for 

today? Okay. So Mike, Dave, maybe. Okay. All right. 

That's good. Yeah, we'll still have opportunities, but we 

wanted to try to incorporate as much into the base 
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document that we'll share with you tomorrow as we, as we 

can. 

MS. MACK: Jennifer, please. 

MS. BLUM: Yeah, on that note, I just 

wanted to -- because I'm not sure I know the answer to 

this. On the issues as they relate to the civil rights, 

the first -- I'm tired -- intellectual diversity, 

academic freedom, are you guys working -- is the 

Department working on that, or are you looking for a 

proposal from us on the moves? 

MR. ANDRADE: No, that's one that 

we'll work on. 

MS. BLUM: Okay. 

MR. ANDRADE: And they'll be in 

separate sections. I think we all had agreed that we 

would go back and we would put them in a single 

paragraph, and then we would reference what paragraphs 

they applied to, just like we're doing with this 16, 17 

swap. 

MS. BLUM: Okay. My only comment on 

that is, as you'll see in -- or as you saw in what you're 

talking about in 16, 17, we actually are proposing that 

they might belong in two different sections. So, you'll 

just see that when you review it. 

MR. ANDRADE: Okay, we'll sidebar with 



7 

 

 

 

 
2026 Negotiated Rulemaking - 4/16/26 

you on that. But that's on us. 

MS. BLUM: Okay. 

MS. MACK: Thank you, both. Any final 

questions before we adjourn? I'm not seeing any. Everyone 

have a wonderful afternoon. 


