UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Accreditation, Innovation, and Modernization (AIM) Committee

2026 Negotiated Rulemaking - Meeting Summary

Welcome & Introductions

Facilitator Kayla Mack opened the session, welcoming the Department, members of the Committee, and
public observers. She introduced Jeff Andrade (Deputy Assistant Secretary for OPE Policy, Planning, and
Innovation (PPI)) as the Federal Negotiator; Jacob Lallo (Program Attorney, Office of General Counsel);
and Elizabeth Daggett (Director, Accreditation Group, Office of Postsecondary Education), all of whom
participated in the session on behalf of the Department. The Committee members, including both
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primary and alternate negotiators, reintroduced themselves.

Committee Membership

The following individuals are the Members of AIM Committee:

Community of Interest

Primary Negotiator

Alternate Negotiator

Students, student loan borrowers,
or groups representing them.

Magnus Noble,
University of lllinois
Springfield

Ryan Hofer,
Independent Advocate for
Student Borrowers

Veterans and U.S. military service
members, or groups representing
them.

Julie Howell,
Paralyzed Veterans of
America

Colonel Stuart B. Helgeson,
Valley Forge Military College

Organizations representing
workforce development needs,
professional associations or
employers.

Siri Terjesen,
Florida Atlantic University

Legal assistance organizations,
consumer advocates, and civil
rights organizations that
represent students or borrowers.

Rabbi A.D. Motzen,
Agudath Israel of America

Public Institutions of Higher
Education, including Community
Colleges, Historically Black
Colleges and Universities, and
Tribally Controlled Colleges and
Universities.

Monty Sullivan,

Louisiana Community and
Technical College System
(Ret.)

Luciano I. de Castroc,
University of lowa




Private Nonprofit Institutions of
Higher Education, including
institutions with a religious
mission, Historically Black
Colleges and Universities, and
Tribally Controlled Colleges and
Universities.

David Eubanks,
Furman University

William L. Hathaway,
Regent University

Proprietary Institutions of Higher
Education, as defined in 34 CFR
600.5.

Jeffrey Bodimer,
Post University

David M. Cohen,
Five Towns College

State officials, including
Governors, State higher
education executive officers,
State authorizing agencies and
State attorneys general.

Raymond Rodriguez,
State University System of
Florida

Michael Duffey,
Ohio Department of Higher
Education

Institutional accrediting agencies
recognized by the Secretary
under 34 CFR part 602.

Michale S. McComis,
Accrediting Commission of
Career Schools and Colleges

Heather F. Perfetti,
Middle States Commission on
Higher Education

Programmatic accrediting
agencies recognized by the
Secretary under 34 CFR part 602.

Rebecca A. Busacca,
National Accreditation
Commission

Brian Kessler,
Meritus School of Osteopathic
Medicine

Accrediting agencies recognized
by the Secretary of Education.

Michale McComis,
Accrediting Commission of
Career Schools and Colleges

Gedalia (Gary) Litke,
Association of Advanced
Rabbinical and Talmudic
Schools

Organizations representing
taxpayers and the public interest.

Michael A. Shires,
America First Policy Institute

Jim Blew,
Defense of Freedom Institute

Nascent accreditation
organizations not currently
recognized by the Secretary
under 34 CFR part 602, and third-
party organizations that measure
outcome-based quality assurance
standards for postsecondary
education that are aligned with
established industry standards.

Mark Becker,
Commission for Public Higher
Education

Jade Foster,

National Council for Al
Workforce Program
Accreditation

National Advisory Committee on
Institutional Quality and Integrity

Jennifer Blum,
Blum Higher Education
Advising, PLLC

United States Department of
Education

Jeffrey Andrade,
Department of Education

Mr. Jacob Lallo,
Office of General Counsel
(non-voting)

Ms. Elizabeth Daggett,




Office of Postsecondary
Education
(non-voting)

Agenda:

Section 496 of the Higher Education Act (HEA), as amended, requires the Secretary of Education
(Secretary) to establish criteria for determining whether an accrediting agency is a reliable authority, for
purposes of the HEA and for other Federal purposes, on the quality of education or training offered by
the institutions or programs that they accredit.

Consistent with the statute, the Secretary has established regulations for recognition of accrediting
agencies at 34 CFR Part 602 and has revised these regulations periodically.

To implement directives set forth in Executive Order 14279 and other Administrative priorities, align the
implementing regulations more closely with the statute, reduce regulatory burdens, protect students
and taxpayers, and foster innovation, the Department proposed to revise the existing agency recognition
regulations at 34 CFR Part 602.

The Committee reviewed and deliberated newly circulated redlined drafts of multiple sections of Part
602, considering:

- Reduction of Regulatory Burdens

- Accreditor Integrity

- Legality and Constitutionality

- Student Outcomes

- Affordability

- Additional Suggested Updates

Discussion of Issues

During the session, the Committee discussed Part 602 and the above considerations in detail. For each
section, the Department walked through the revised drafts, answered clarifying questions, and
considered revisions and additions proposed by Committee members. Assistant Secretary for
Postsecondary Education David Barker presented and participated in several of the deliberations. A
series of productive caucuses were called to further discuss and refine the text. The session culminated
in a comprehensive check for consensus on revised text for all topics and sections. The Committee
reached consensus.

Next Steps

The facilitator will distribute a draft summary of the second session. Committee members and the public
are encouraged to visit the Department’s webpage for records of discussion papers, proposed regulatory text
changes, data distributed, and other information. The Department will proceed with the next phase of the
negotiated rulemaking process.

Attendance
All members of the Committee, with the exception of one Alternate, were present for the second
session, noting a few later arrivals and early departures throughout the week.
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