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The following proposed additions (blue text) to the Department’s Accreditation, Innovation, and 
Modernization (AIM) draft regulatory changes (red text) are intended to clarify that accreditors 
should not decline to accredit programs that are shorter in length than the traditional time frame 
for the program. 

PROPOSED LANGUAGE:  
 
§ 602.16 Accreditation and preaccreditation standards. 

(a)(1) The agency’s accreditation standards must assess set forth clear expectations for the 
institutions or programs it accredits in the following areas:  

(vii) Measures of program length and the objectives of the degrees or credentials offered. 
The agency must ensure that program length is appropriate to the objectives of the program 
and the credential awarded. In applying this standard, the agency must not categorically 
prohibit or unreasonably restrict the accreditation – 

(A) of short-term programs that are designed to prepare students for employment in 
recognized occupations, including programs eligible for Federal student aid under 
applicable law; and 

(B) of a certificate or degree program being offered for a shorter period of time than 
such degree or certificate has been traditionally offered so long as it meets the 
professional or academic standards, or employer requirements, required for such 
degree. 

 

RATIONALE: 

This proposal aims to ensure that accreditors accredit programs even when they are shorter in 
duration than the traditional time frame (a bachelor’s degree program that only takes three years 
instead of four), as long as the program meets established academic and professional standards 
expected from the program. Programs should be evaluated based on whether they fulfill the 
requirements of the degree and align with employer expectations, rather than on length alone. For 
many short term degree and certificate programs, a shortened time frame better serves students 
that have varied needs and allows them to graduate with said degree or credential. Therefore, this 
change in regulation is important to ensure that programs offering shorter pathways to a credential 
or certificate are still able to be accredited as long as they meet all other academic and employer 
requirements. This change will help ensure that programs designed to serve students through 
shorter time frames are not restricted from being accredited. 

 


