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To: Accreditation, Innovation, and Modernization Committee

From: Magnus Noble & Ryan Hofer representing students, student loan borrowers, or groups
representing them; and Julie Howell & Stewart Helgeson representing veterans and U.S. military service
members, or groups representing them

Re: Accrediting experience requirement for aspiring agencies and procedures for submitting
applications for recognition and renewal of recognition

Date: May 19, 2026

We appreciate changes the Department made to this section between sessions. However, we still believe
an accrediting agency should accredit at least one institution or program prior to seeking recognition in
order to minimize risks for students enrolled in institutions accredited by a new accrediting agency. We
understand the Department would like to streamline the recognition process, foster innovation, and
reduce barriers to entry for new accrediting agencies and we believe eliminating the two-year
experience requirement accomplishes these goals without too much additional risk for students.

Our suggested changes are included in green highlight and include:

e Amend 34 CFR 602.12(a) by revising (iv) to require an agency has accredited at least one
institution or program

e Amend 34 CFR 602.12(c) to eliminate language that is no longer necessary if changes to (iv) are
included

e Amend 34 CFR 602.31(g)(4)(ii) in the proposed rules to allow the SDO to limit the scope of
accreditation or number of institutions an accreditor may approve

§ 602.12 Accrediting experience.

(a) An agency seeking initial recognition must demonstrate that it
has sufficient accreditation experience prior to submitting an
application for recognition. An agency will be eligible to submit an
application for recognition when it can show the following—

(1) The agency is legally established to operate in the relevant
jurisdiction;



(ii) The agency has adopted accreditation standards consistent with
34 C.F.R. § 602.16;

(1iii) The agency has adopted operating procedures consistent with 34
C.F.R. § 602.23; and

(iv) The agency has established a process to accept applications for
accreditation consistent with 34 C.F.R. § 602.17 and has EEcEecsted

at least one institution or program _

(b) An agency seeking initial recognition must undergo the
Secretary’s recognition process, defined in 34 C.F.R. § 602.31, and
an evaluation of the agency’s compliance with the Secretary’s
recognition criteria, defined in 34 C.F.R. Part 602, for the purpose
of determining if the agency is a reliable authority as the quality
of education or training provided by the institutions or programs it
accredits before its application for recognition may be considered by

the Advisory Committee.

(.) The initial grant of recognition may not be more than for a
three-year period for any agency which has less than 5 years of
operational history as of the date of the recognition decision.

§602.31 §662-32 Procedures for submitting applications for recognition
and renewal of recognltlon —expansion—of scope;—compliancereports,

i

(ii) Recommending that the senior Department official approve,
continue recognition with a compliance report-to be submitted to the
Department within 12 months, continue recognition with a compliance
report to be submitted to the Department with a deadline in excess of
12 months based on a finding of good cause and extraordinary
circumstances, approve with monitoring or other reporting

requirements, or deny, limit [(ERCIUGERGIBY IEREEIHGIEHEISCopEoH
accreditation or number of institutions an accreditor may approve),

suspend, or terminate recognition; and



