To: Accreditation, Innovation, and Modernization Committee

From: Magnus Noble & Ryan Hofer representing students, student loan borrowers, or groups
representing them; and Julie Howell & Stewart Helgeson representing veterans and U.S. military service

members, or groups representing them

Re: Revising 600.11

Date: May 19, 2026

While we appreciate the Department considering public transparency during accreditation switches,
transparency is not a replacement for oversight, particularly when an institution may be trying to evade
such oversight. The Department has proposed greater flexibility around switching accreditors and we
continue to have the following concerns:
e The language removes the expectation that switches must be approved.
e The language creates a presumption of approval, potentially even when an institution is on
probation, show cause, or in the process of losing accreditation.

The proposal below addresses these concerns by:
® Requiring changes to be affirmatively approved
e Eliminating language stating that a change request from an institution that is subject to a
withdrawal, revocation, termination, probation or equivalent, show cause, or other termination
may be considered reasonable
® Preventing an institution from switching accrediting agencies when it has had its accreditation
withdrawn, revoked, terminated, or subject to a probation, show cause, or suspension during

the preceding 24 months

Our proposed changes are highlighted in green.

§ 600.11 Special rules regarding institutional accreditation or
preaccreditation.

(a) Change of accrediting agencies.

(1) For purposes of §§ 600.4(a) (5) (1), 600.5(a) (6), and
600.6(a) (5) (i), the Secretary does not recognize the accreditation or
preaccreditation of an otherwise eligible institution if that
institution is in the process of changing its accrediting agency,



unless the institution provides the following to the Secretary -

(1) All materials related to its prior accreditation or
preaccreditation.

(ii) Materials demonstrating reasonable cause for changing its
. The Secretary will HOEHOE determine such cause to
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