Agency-to-agency awareness of investigations
Description:  Requires accreditors to notify the Secretary, state agencies and accreditors of investigations
Submitter: Mike Duffey, representing state higher education executive officers and state officials

Rationale: As currently written, the existing rule does not require accreditors to notify state officials when
the accreditor has opened an investigation into an institution of higher education that may relate to violations of
federal or state law, or be of sufficient concern that the accreditor may place the institution in probationary
status, or equivalent, or initiate an adverse action. The current rule only requires disclosure of final decisions,
but not investigations that could be materially important to state agencies for enforcement investigations.

Changes are highlighted in green. Additions underlined. Deletions are strikethrough.

Section § 602.26 Notification of accrediting decisions.
Specific location 602.26 [beginning of section]
§ 602.26 Notification of accrediting decisions.

The agency must demonstrate that it has established and follows written procedures requiring it to provide
written notice of investigations and accrediting decisions to the Secretary, the appropriate State licensing or

authorizing agency, the appropriate accrediting agencies. The agency must also provide written notice of
accrediting decisions to are-the public.

The agency meets this requirement if the agency, following its written procedures—

a) Provides written notice of the following types of investigations to the Secretary, the appropriate State
licensing or horizin n nd th [Opri reditin ncies:

(1) An investigation that, upon an adverse decision, would result in a probation or equivalent status or an
initiated adverse action.

(2) An investigation that relates to potential violations of state or federal law.
{a)(b) Provides written notice of the following types of decisions to the Secretary, the appropriate State

licensing or authorizing agency, the appropriate accrediting agencies, and the public no later than 30 days after
it makes the decision:

[Please note: the rest of the section will need re-lettered accordingly]
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