Overview of
the Federal Role in Accreditation

April 13, 2026
—



Outline of Presentation

- Background History — Evolution and Development of Accreditation in the U.S.

- Federal Role and Its Expansion — Why the Federal government recognizes accreditors and
how this has changed.

- Addressing Current Challenges — Current challenges that the draft requlations address and
why.
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Background History



Accreditation in the U.S.

- Voluntary, Non-governmental, Self-evaluation and Peer Review Process

- Voluntary - Institutions formed and joined groups that evolved into accrediting bodies to distinguish
between secondary and postsecondary education, build consensus on curricula, academic standards
and procedures. Institutions voluntary submit to review by accreditors.

Non-governmental because --

States historically have provided postsecondary education with considerable independence and
autonomy, as opposed to their control over K-12 education; and

The U.S., unlike other countries, does not have a central Ministry of Education that controls colleges
and universities.

- Process that involves self-study and peer evaluation of postsecondary educational

institutions and programs. Institutions pay fees to the accreditor for this process, which is on-
going with cyclical reviews and follow-up monitoring.
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Evaluation Process

—Step 1 — Self-Study

Institution prepares written reports examining whether its operations and performance meet the
agency’s standards, and if not, how it plans to meet the standards.

Step 2 — Peer Review/Site Visit

Usually composed of team of visiting administrators and faculty from accredited institutions as well as
professional practitioners, in some cases.

Step 3 — Comprehensive Written Accreditation Report

Review team share strength, weaknesses, and view on improvement potential. Submitted to agency
and often institution.

Step 4 — Agency Review and Decision

Decision-making body of agency reviews record and issues a decision.
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Important Functions Performed by Accrediting
Agencies

- Assess the quality of the overall institution itself and its academic programs;

- Foster continuous improvement of academic quality at postsecondary institutions and
promote a general raising of standards among educational institutions;

- Involve faculty and staff comprehensively in institutional and programmatic evaluation
and planning.
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T es Of Institutional Accreditors Programmatic Accreditors
yp - Accredit entire institution - Sometimes referred to as
- and those that are ED- “specialized” accreditors.
Accred Ito S recognized serve as -
g : - Accredit programs or
“gatekeepers” to Title 1V, departments with
HEA programs. institutions, but some
- Seven largest have a accredit single purpose,
regional legacy. freestanding institutions.
- Others are career-based or - ED-recognized agencies
are faith-based. must have “Federal link”.
- Afew are based on school - Often also have links to
type (e.g., online, junior state licensure

colleges, etc.). requirements.




Federal Role and Its Expansion



Federal Recognition of Accreditors

- 1952 — Veterans' Readjustment Assistance Act of 1952

- 1958 - National Defense Education Act of 1958

- 1965 —Higher Education Act of 1965 creates Title IV

- 1992 — Nunn Committee Report and Higher Education Amendments of 1992
- 1998 — Higher Education Amendments of 1998

- 2008 — Higher Education Opportunity Act

- Post 2008 — Regulatory changes proposed by each Administration..
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Public Concerns



Yo

OF AMERICAM JEWISH STUDENTS
REFORTED EXPERIENCING
ANTISEMITISM ON CAMPUS.

Campus Riots and
Antisemitism



College
Affordability




Executive Order - Principles of Realigned, Student-
Oriented Accreditation

- Ensure accreditation requires institutions to provide high-quality, high-value programs
free from unlawful discrimination or other violations of Federal law;

- Reduce barriers that limit institutions adopting practices that advance credential and
degree completion and spur new models of education;

- Support and appropriately prioritize intellectual diversity amongst faculty;

- Ensure accreditors are not using their role as recognized accreditors to encourage or
force institution to violate State laws; and

- Ensure accreditors are prohibited from engaging in practices that result in credential
inflation that burdens students with additional unnecessary costs.
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