Proposal for 602.16(a) (1) (i) Student Achievement

Submitted by Private Non-profit Institutions, with support from
Specialty Accreditors, Public institutions, and Proprietary
Institutions

Delete 602.16(a) (1) (A) (xii) by capturing the intent within the
main student achievement section as described below.

Under 602.16(a) (1) (A) (1) “Identify minimum expectations of
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student performance,” adjust the wording of (2):

(2) Program completion or graduation rates, whichmust—be
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standards—feor—ecompletionand—graduatieny including as

appropriate the extent to which grades meaningfully reflect
student learning and support progression through the program of
study;

Rationale:
We can most efficiently improve programs with measures of
progress while educational processes are underway. For example:

e Are placement tests and prerequisites necessary and valid?

e Are certain courses/modules that are barriers to
progression? If so why?

e What student characteristics predict risk for academic
progress? How can that risk be ameliorated early on?

e Is the curriculum coherent? (e.g. does success at the 200
level predict success at the 300 level?)

e Are course grades meaningful and fair?

e TIs the level of academic challenge matched to student
preparation?

e Are the criteria for SAP effective in preventing high
student investment that doesn’t lead to a degree?

Statutory basis

The proposed language is a straightforward expansion of the
statutory “course completion”.



Comments

Undergraduates are often admitted to a university on a general
basis, choosing one or more major programs later on. In such
cases, a program graduation rate could mean many things, and is
unlikely to be either reliable or comparable. The new language
provides a complementary alternative.

Burden reduction

Most programs already report to accreditors, and at least some
of this effort can be redirected toward analyzing course grades
and student progression. This potentially reduces duplicative
reporting while improving the usefulness of the work.



