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§ 602.16 Accreditation and preaccreditation standards.

(a)

in

The agency must demonstrate that it has standards for
accreditation, and preaccreditation, if offered, that are
sufficiently rigorous to ensure that the agency is a reliable
authority regarding the quality of the education or training
provided by the institutions or programs it accredits. The
agency meets this requirement if the following conditions are

met:

The agency's accreditation standards must assess set—forth
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B oot
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atiens—Ffer—the institutions or programs it accredits
the following areas:

Success with respect to student achievement b%g%he
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RSt eutT >

Srat & program tevel in relation to the institution's

mission, which may include different standards for different

institutions or programs, as established by the institution,

which should include minimum
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Commented [Author1]: Keeping this piece particularly
close to the statute. Institution and program level
reference already in 602.17

Commented [Author2]: Added reference to minimum
expectations here and in 602.17 and deleted (A) below
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This is largely already covered ‘

by 602.20 on enforcement but could be added there.
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(1) State licensing or certification examination results,

’

applicable

What is the difference between

completion and graduation. It used to be that

“completion” has used for courses and non-degree

programs and “graduation” was for degree programs. |
don’t’ think these distinctions remain amongst

accreditors or institutions

Agree - Eubanks would like

“course completion” back in

/| Commented [MM4]

(2) Program completion or graduation |rates|, which must be

considered in conjunction with program quality and

[ commented [Author5R4]




academic standards for completion and graduation;

(3) Post-completion or graduation ptaeememnt;—employment+

or continuing education outcomes;

(4)[Scores on standardized assessments seeres—of assessment
eeewrringtaken during and after the time of enrollment at an
institution used for admission to a higher-level degree

program—or—=¢ btain—professional—eertifiecation;—wher
applicable; and} Commented [Author6]: I’'m fine with during enrollment,
but | have issues with post-graduation scores meaning
anything (unless it’s a licensure exam)
(5) Measare J{ = et } £ atuating—elEducational or economic [CommemaiMumoﬂkDmmymMMom

return relative to the total cost of attendance,
including tuition and fees, including for room and
board, supplies, and transportation, assessed using as
available reliable wage data apprepriatealigned to the

program’s credential level, length, and occupational

context.
i) d 1oned Ad reriods 11 - 3 4 Ad pedarad 4 £
Be—e toped—and periodically reviewed andupdated 3£
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idea that there will be a section - likely in 602.28 - that
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(ix) Record of student complaints received by, or available to, the

agency.

(x) Record of compliance with the institution's program
responsibilities under title IV of the Act, based on the most
recent student loan default rate data provided by the Secretary,
the results of financial or compliance audits, program reviews,

and any other information that the Secretary may provide to the

agency.—anéd
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Commented [Author13]: Propose this concept in (xi)
be deleted or moved into either .23 or .28(d)
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faculty proposed now to be in .17 Re
concept to 602.24
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federal and state laws (602.28)
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Amendment and those activities being outside of the role
of accreditation (except for academic freedom to be

covered in 602.24)
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Commented [Author22]: Recommend deletion
because training is covered elsewhere
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(b) 42> The agency's preaccreditation standards,
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++i)—Nnot permit the institution or program to hold

preaccreditation status for more than five years before a final

accrediting action is made.

(ck)Agencies are not required to apply the standards described

in paragraph (a) (1) (x) of this section to institutions that do

(|



not participate in title IV, HEA programs. Under such

circumstance, the agency's grant of accreditation or

preaccreditation must specify that the grant;—byreguest—of+th
institutieny does not include participation by the institution in

title IV, HEA programs.

(de)If the agency only accredits programs and does not serve as
an institutional accrediting agency for any of those programs,
its accreditation standards must address the areas in paragraph
(a) (1) of this section in terms of the type and level of the

program rather than in terms of the institution.

(ed) (1) If the agency has or seeks to include within its scope of
recognition the evaluation of the quality of institutions or
programs offering distance education, correspondence courses, Or
direct assessment education, the agency's standards must
effectively address the quality of an institution's distance
education, correspondence courses, or direct assessment education

in the areas identified in paragraph (a) (1) of this section.

(2) The agency is not required to have separate standards,
procedures, or policies for the evaluation of distance education or

correspondence courses.
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(fe)If none of the institutions an agency accredits participates in
any title IV, HEA program, or if the agency only accredits programs
within institutions that are accredited by a nationally recognized
institutional accrediting agency, the agency is not required to
have the accreditation standards described in paragraphs

(a) (1) (viii) and (a) (1) (x) of this section.

(g£) An agency that has established and applies the standards in

paragraph (a) of this section may establish any additional Pawfut | Commented [Author23]: It goes without saying that
standards must be legal

accreditation standards it deems appropriate that are consistent

with ensuring institutional or programmatic quality.

(h) [An agency must demonstrate that ‘it has adopted, implements, Commented [Author24]: | feel like section (h) is mostly
already presented in .17 and .23 of the regs, as well as in
and enforces written policies and procedures that seek to ensure TT*“““Onmmgﬂbnmmm%%ﬁo”“Omm“d
eletion

the accuracy, completeness, and integrity of all representations
made by the agency to:

(1) The Secretary;

(2) The public, including current and prospective students;

(3) State, Tribal, and other governmental authorities; and

(4) Institutions or programs it accredits or preaccredits.

(1) The policies of the agency must provide that the agency:
(1) Does not make false, misleading, or materially incomplete

statements regarding:

13



(1) The accreditation or preaccreditation status of any

institution or programs;

or

(ii) The scope, conditions, or implications of accreditation or

preaccreditation;
(333 O] o ne £ PN IR S I ~E T~ P2 B NS N S gy 2+ Bl Bl
i Cometian f an—institutionor programwith appliicabt
Aol v Q4o 1
Federal—-oer—Statetaws
(3 xz) T2~ Ala o~ moan gt A o 13+ Eooy eSS Nt mant + 1 n £ + 1
v Fiadings,—monitoring ovteomes—orenforecement action £—th
agerey;
(2) Maintains procedures for the prompt correction of materially
inaccurate public statements or disclosures;
(3) Maintains procedures for investigating credible allegations

that the agency or its representatives made materially inaccurate
or misleading representations; and

(4) Takes appropriate corrective or disciplinary action when the
agency determines that materially inaccurate or misleading
representations have occurred.

(jg)Nothing in paragraph (a) of this section restricts

%%%[An accrediting agency from setting, with the involvement of
its members, and applying accreditation standards for or to

institutions or programs that seek review by the agency;

42+ An institution from developing and using institutional

standards to show its success with respect to student
14



: Recommend keeping these

Commented [Author25]

paragraphs which are in current regulation to align with

the statutory language. (Okay to delete (3)?)
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(3)agencies from having separate faculty standards for

instructors teaching courses within a dual or concurrent

or career and

7801,

as defined in 20 U.S.C.

enrollment program,

in the

as long as the instructors,

technical education courses,

are qualified by education or work experience

agency's judgment,

for that role.

1099b)

20 U.s.C.

(Authority

15



§ 602.17 Application of standards in reaching accreditation
decisions.

The agency must have effective mechanisms for evaluating an

institution's or program's compliance with the agency's standards

before reaching a decision to accredit or preaccredit the

institution or program. The agency meets this requirement if the

agency demonstrates that +t—

a) It evaluates whether an institution or program—

(1) Maintains clearly specified educational objectives, including

expectations of student performance as ropriate,

that are consistent with its mission and appropriate in light

of the degrees or certificates awarded[a&d that are developed

and regularly revic

data, which may include

(2) Is successful in achieving its stated objectives at both the

institutional and program levels;

(3) Maintains a sufficient number of appropriately qualified

faculty and other subject matter [;n;:\ ruct L‘LF:‘ who are regularly

16

Commented [Author26]: From .16 language, including
a change by Duffey

Commented [Author27]: Occurs to me that “regular
and substantive” permits non-faculty instructors so we
should align this language to evaluate their qualifications
as well




evaluated (including with professional goals and actions for

in alignment with their instructional,

non-performance)

and

’

or service responsibilities

research,

Has set—F%ts—designed and established the a—lengths

(4)

appropriatelty of each program to be appropriate to the

educational and occupational objectives of the program and the

degree and non-degree—and aligned with the

credential awardeds

needs of the workforce or other post-graduation expected
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Commented [Author28]: Do all agencies have non-

degree programs within their scope?
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including—a—review—-of

evaluates the criteria of 602.16(a)
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(1) For 602.16(a) (1) (iv) and (v), b review of an institution or
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program’s cost/benefit analyses, which means a review by the
agency of the institution’s budget, resource utilization and

allocation,and if existing, its business/strategic plan or

continuous improvement strategie—plan

; Commented [Author29]: This is the concepts of
cost/benefit analysis from ED’s 602.16 (a)(iv) and (v), but

(2) a review of an institution’s practices and capabilities more broadly applied and with some direction of what
such analysis would include.

regarding the administration of title IV HEA federal student

aid programs as well as other student—aid

7

EENP SR
S n

S wtionat;—federal, state, and private forms of

financial aid; and

(3) Aﬁd‘&ega%d}ﬁ@4£ﬁ€{%}%}eSTfa review of the institution’s

efforts to ensure the proper maintenance of facilities and

that facilities comply with applicable safety and standards,

laws, and regulations. Commented [Author30]: | can’t get these to

appropriately indent

{ Commented [Author31]: Duffey addition
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c) Requires the institution or program to engage in a self-study
process or other comprehensive process that assesses the
institution's or program's education quality and success in

meeting its mission and objectives, highlicghts-opportunities—for

A+ P S T | nlan £y moled e oo 1mr
THPE Heht;——afRa TR C e eSS o Prai—T o HakIRg—TtaoS THPE HmeH

18




Conducts at least one on-site review of the institution or
program during which it obtains sufficient information to
determine if the institution or program complies with the

agency's standards;

Allows the institution or program the opportunity to respond in

writing to the report of the on-site review;

Conducts its own analysis of the Tf—-study—and supporting
documentation furnished by the institution or program, the
report of the on-site review, the institution's or program's
response to the report, and any other information substantiated
by the agency from other sources to determine whether the

institution or program complies with the agency's standards;

Provides the institution or program with a detailed written
report that assesses the institution's or program's compliance
with the agency's standards, including areas needing
improvement, and the institution's or program's performance with

respect to student achievement;

Requires institutions to have processes in place through

which the institution establishes that a student who registers

19



in any course offered via distance education or correspondence
is the same student who academically engages in the course or

program; and

Administers standards and review processes in a manner that
redu SSEataY sary—parriers—that—timit allows institutions or
programs frem to adoptimg instructional, programmatic, or
delivery practices that improve student access, accelerate
credential or degree completion, or support innovative models
of postsecondary education.
()Y M=ol al EARSNEE TN IE SIE IR~V ) SN SR IR NP SI I ~E T I DN 2N mitodt  aa EENEN
thr—Makes—elearinwritingthat institutieons mustuse Ppr S
+hh ot N~ AN EEE T~ P SN oz nd o+ 2 g a1+ £ n
that—proteet—studentpriva ard—reotify—students—efany
nroo ot ad A3 + 2 nal Far At Al o B taod oo+l
prejectedadditional student<charges—= fated—with—+th
EVSE I S PN S RN £ PR PSS S P NN S i S S + + 4 + 3 VNPT R SN S RN r
verificationof studentidentity atthetim £ registration—or
enproltlments
(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1099b)
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