602.16 or in 602.23 as c (4):

(k) An agency that grants institutional accreditation must establish and implement a process to
expedite the accreditation application and review for any institution that

(1) Is currently accredited by another accrediting agency recognized by the Secretary; and

(2) Seeks to obtain institutional accreditation from the agency with the intent to withdraw,
terminate or voluntary discontinue accreditation by the previously recognized accrediting agency
serving as an institutional accreditor.

(1) The agency’s expedited process must provide for a timely (no more than 1 year)
evaluation of the institution’s compliance with the agency’s standards, while
ensuring that all required assessments of institutional quality and integrity are
completed prior to granting initial accreditation.

Rationale

This proposal is intended to facilitate smoother transitions for institutions seeking to change
accrediting agencies while maintaining continuity of oversight and institutional eligibility. By
requiring institutional accreditors to implement an expedited review process for institutions
already accredited by a Department-recognized agency, the rule supports stability in accreditation
coverage and reduces disruption to students and operations. The provision ensures that quality
assurance remains robust while recognizing the prior accredited status of institutions and
preventing unnecessary duplication or prolonged gaps in accreditation during transitions.



