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The Education Department has proposed additional flexibility around accreditation switching. 
Specifically, the language seems to suggest that accreditation switches would be presumed to 
be approved unless the secretary discovers that an institution is attempting to do so for one of 
several reasons. At the same time, the language removes the expectation that institutions 
receive approval to switch and indicates that an institution that is on probation, show cause, or 
in the process of losing accreditation, could still switch accrediting agencies. Yet the 
department’s proposed language presumes that an institution would be denied reasonable 
cause in the event they were attempting to dodge federal law, regulation, or oversight.  
 
Institutions sanctioned by their accreditor—acting in that oversight capacity—would likely be 
some of those attempting to evade regulator eyes. It is unclear whether an institution on 
probation that seeks to switch agencies would be determined to be dodging federal law or in 
what circumstances such a change may be allowed.  
 
The proposal below would address these concerns by ensuring sanctioned institutions, 
including those that had their accreditation revoked, would be carefully scrutinized. Additionally, 
colleges sanctioned by their accreditor often do not disclose that fact widely. A written decision 
by the education secretary would provide another tool to aid in transparency broadly. 
 
The Education Department’s redlines are in red text, while our additions are highlighted. 
 
 
(a) Change of accrediting agencies 
(1) For purposes of §§ 600.4(a)(5)(i), 600.5(a)(6), and 600.6(a)(5)(i), the Secretary does not 
recognize the accreditation or preaccreditation of an otherwise eligible institution if that 
institution is in the process of changing its accrediting agency, unless the institution provides the 
following to the Secretary and receives approval:  
(i) All materials related to its prior accreditation or preaccreditation.  
(ii) Materials demonstrating reasonable cause for changing its accrediting agency. The 
Secretary will not determine such cause to be reasonable unless the Secretary determines that 
if the institution is seeking the change in order to—  



(A) Evade or circumvent a requirement of Federal law or regulation;  
(B) Avoid or delay enforcement or oversight by the Department or an accrediting agency;  
(C) Obtain eligibility for title IV, HEA programs through misrepresentation or other unlawful 
means;  
or (D) Otherwise undermine the integrity of the title IV, HEA programs.  
(iii) If an institution seeking to change its accrediting agency— 
(A) has had its accreditation withdrawn, revoked, or otherwise terminated for cause during the 
preceding 24 months, unless such action has been rescinded by the same accrediting agency; 
or 
(B) has been subject to a probation or equivalent, show cause order, or suspension order during 
the preceding 24 months,  
the Secretary will review all materials submitted under paragraphs (a)(1)(i) and (ii) of this section 
and issue a written decision to be published in the Federal Register. 
(iii) The Secretary will not determine the cause of changing its accrediting agency to be 
unreasonable due to a withdrawal, revocation, other termination of accreditation, probation or 
equivalent, show cause order, or suspension order unless the change is sought for reasons 
listed in sections (a)(1)(ii)(A)- (D).  
(A) Has had its accreditation withdrawn, revoked, or otherwise terminated for cause during the 
preceding 24 months, unless such withdrawal, revocation, or termination has been rescinded by 
the same accrediting agency; or  
(B) Has been subject to a probation or equivalent, show cause order, or suspension order 
during the preceding 24 months.  
(2) Notwithstanding paragraph (a)(1)(ii) of this section, the Secretary may determine the 
institution's cause for changing its accrediting agency to be reasonable if the agency did not 
provide the institution its due process rights as defined in § 602.25, the agency applied its 
standards and criteria inconsistently, or if the adverse action or show cause or suspension order 
was the result of an agency's failure to respect an institution's stated mission, including religious 
mission.  


