
2025 U.S. Presidential Scholars Program’s 
Distinguished Teachers 

Mr. David Aldinger Troy High School, Michigan, Economics 

Nominating Scholar: Ryan R Wang  

Ms. Casey Allen Elkhorn North High School, Nebraska, Vocal Music 

Nominating Scholar: Mason R Miller  

Kristin Johnsson Roy School, NM, Senior Seminar 

Nominating Scholar: Ayden J Clavel  

Mr. Daniel Ariew American Heritage School Plantation, Florida, Mathematics 

Nominating Scholar: Yusuf Sheikh  

Ms. Azmathunissa Azeem Northview High School, Georgia, Chemistry 

Nominating Scholar: Nethra Vani Pai  

Mr. Ethan Backus Braxton County High School, West Virginia, Chemistry/Calculus 

Nominating Scholar: Mason I. O'Dell  

Mr. Jack Batten West De Pere High School, Wisconsin, Science 

Nominating Scholar: David Leonard Whipp  

Ms. Lisa Bauman Blue Valley North High School, Kansas, Gifted Education 

Nominating Scholar: Sriram Srinivasa Kalki  

Mr. Christopher Wayne Benshoof Austin E. Lathrop High School, Alaska, Engineering & Statistics 

Nominating Scholar: Ruby Tansy  

Tyler Angers Portsmouth High School, Rhode Island, Physics, Engineering 

Nominating Scholar: Marc Alcolea Vila  

Mr. Brandon Berrett Juan Diego Catholic High School, Utah, AP Ceramics 

Nominating Scholar: Denver Marie Whaley  

Ms. Carol Birnbaum Blue Valley West High School, Kansas, Computer Science 

Nominating Scholar: Leena Dudi  



Mr. Joseph Bostaph Basis Chandler, Arizona, AP Computer Science A, AP Pre-Calculus 

Nominating Scholar: Eesha A. Sutaria  

Ms. Amber Botts Neodesha High School, Kansas, English Language Arts and Journalism/Publications 

Nominating Scholar: Tucker Wayne Leck  

Ms. Karisa Boyer Joplin High School, Missouri, Science 

Nominating Scholar: Christian Wyatt Cavener  

Mr. Andrew Bramante Greenwich High School, Connecticut, Science Research 

Nominating Scholar: Ashley Taylor Malkin  

Mr. Zamboni Brown Cheyenne Central High School, Wyoming, Band 

Nominating Scholar: Andrew P. Lance  

Benjamin Brubaker University of Minnesota Twin Cities, Minnesota, Mathematics 

Nominating Scholar: Julia G. Lorenzen  

Mr. Evan Brummet Illinois Mathematics and Science Academy, Illinois, Mathematics 

Nominating Scholar: Rachel Qi  

Mr. Michael J Bruno The North Carolina School of Science & Mathematics, North Carolina, Chemistry 

Nominating Scholar: Nihar R. Kummetha  

Michelle Cann Curtis Institute of Music, Pennsylvania, Music 

Nominating Scholar: Nathaniel Jiasheng Zhang  

Ms. Lauren Cardenas Del Rio High School, Texas, Mathematics 

Nominating Scholar: Amanda E. Ong  

Mr. Matthew Alan Caretti Pacific Horizons School, AS, English 

Nominating Scholar: Amelie Ruo Yi Chen  

Ms. Andrea Carlson Centennial High School, Idaho, Biology 

Nominating Scholar: Aathira Suresh  

Mr. Vincent Carotenuto Pusch Ridge Christian Academy, Arizona, Mathematics 

Nominating Scholar: Johnny Haozhe Yu  

Mr. Pierre Cazaubon Haynes Academy of Advanced Studies, Louisiana, Mathematics and Computer 

Science 

Nominating Scholar: Vaishnavi Sai Kumbala  



Mr. Sidney Child Collegiate School, NY, English 

Nominating Scholar: Tom Maizi Liu  

 

Ms. Stephany Choi Cherry Creek High School, Colorado, English Language & Composition 

Nominating Scholar: Teddy Zhu  

 

Mr. Matthew Clements Cape Elizabeth High School, Maine, English 

Nominating Scholar: Sage Evans  

 

Lisa Lister Oak Canyon Jr High, Utah, English 9 

Nominating Scholar: Meleani A Tukuafu  

 

Mark Cline-Lucey Vermont Commons School, Vermont, Social Studies 

Nominating Scholar: Winslow Starks Solomon  

 

Mr. Dewitt Cooper III Douglas Anderson School of the Arts, Florida, Dance/Musical Theatre 

Nominating Scholar: Samuel Issac Nelson III 

 

Ms. Molly Cummings Forest Park High School, Indiana, English 

Nominating Scholar: Ella K. Hopf  

 

Ms. Alisha Davlin Pingry School, New Jersey, English 

Nominating Scholar: Ziv Deneb Shah  

 

Ms. Kristin DeAnda eAchieve Academy, WI, Social Studies/Psychology 

Nominating Scholar: Andres Jimenez  

 

Ms. Deborah Dickinson Fountain Valley High School, California, Physics 

Nominating Scholar: Jaquelyn Nguyen  

 

Ms. Jamie Diehl Ennis High School, Montana, Family and Consumer Sciences 

Nominating Scholar: Aiden Kevin Kramer  

 

Ms. Tara Edwards Grace Christian School, Alaska, English 

Nominating Scholar: Colton Luke Merriner  

 

Mr. Michael Falvo The North Carolina School of Science & Mathematics, North Carolina, Physics 

Nominating Scholar: Jiah Diana Lee  

 

Mr. Kevin Flynn Marriotts Ridge High School, Maryland, Math 

Nominating Scholar: Kelly D. Liu  

 



Ms. Louise Foliot Los Alamos High School, New Mexico, French 

Nominating Scholar: Uxue Sansinena  

 

Mr. Jerald Forster Twin Falls High School, Idaho, English 

Nominating Scholar: Adam Wright  

 

Mr. Richard Ganci Brookings High School, South Dakota, English 

Nominating Scholar: Ernest William Ting  

 

Mr. Scott Geels Nederland Jr-Sr High School, Colorado, Math 

Nominating Scholar: Shaiann Alexa Stover-Winter  

 

Scot Gill Paul Laurence Dunbar High School, Kentucky, Physics 

Nominating Scholar: Maya K. Davis  

 

Mr. Thomas Goebeler Episcopal Academy, Pennsylvania, Math 

Nominating Scholar: Theodore Henry Engelman  

 

Mr. Nicky Goff Bishop McGuinness High School, Oklahoma, AP and on level Physics and Calculus AB and 

BC 

Nominating Scholar: Coffey Lambird Collier  

 

Mr. Omar Gonzalez Tasis School in Dorado, Puerto Rico, Mathematics (Calculus 1, 2, and 3) 

Nominating Scholar: Lucas J. Mendoza  

 

Nathaniel Green BASIS Washington DC, DC, Biology 

Nominating Scholar: Amelia M. Solomon  

 

Allison Hargrove Carmel High School, Indiana, Social Studies - AP US History 

Nominating Scholar: Henry Joliet  

 

Ms. Margo Harper South Lenoir High School, North Carolina, Agriculture Education 

Nominating Scholar: Rachel G. Noble  

 

Mr. David Hart Harker School, California, Music 

Nominating Scholar: Elena Weng  

 

Mr. Jonathan Maxwell Hart Long Beach Senior High School, Mississippi, Ceramics and Student Council 

Nominating Scholar: Alexis Griffith  

 

Ms. Jess Hendricks Contemporary Dance 

Nominating Scholar: Beth Anne McGowan  



Mr. Andrew Hermann Isidore Newman School, Louisiana, Chemistry 

Nominating Scholar: Nicholas Lanier Ellis White  

 

Mr. Frederick Heyler Iolani School, Hawaii, Physics 

Nominating Scholar: Jeremy Choi  

 

Mr. Martin Hillier Ponte Vedra High School, Florida, Physics 

Nominating Scholar: Arianna Rahmathulla  

 

Mr. Tom Hoch Tower Hill School, Delaware, Physics 

Nominating Scholar: Haasini Potluri  

 

Mr. Casey Holland Parkway Central High School, Missouri, English 

Nominating Scholar: Taylor Matthew Conran  

 

Mr. Timothy Horvath Phillips Exeter Academy, New Hampshire, English 

Nominating Scholar: Roxane Park  

 

Mr. Eric Howard Longmeadow High School, Massachusetts, AP Physics 1+2 

Nominating Scholar: Ryan Nero  

 

Mr. Eugene Izotov Colburn Music Academy, California, Oboe Performance 

Nominating Scholar: Hannah M. Cho  

 

Mr. Daryl Jahn AP Chemistry 

Nominating Scholar: Elise Renee Cherek  

 

Ms. Jennifer Jedd Nonnewaug High School, Connecticut, Veterinary Science 

Nominating Scholar: Chloe Ann Weaver  

 

Mr. Hans Jørgen Jensen Henry and Leign Bienen School of Music, Illinois, Cello Performance 

Nominating Scholar: Jan Vargas Nedvetsky 

 

Mr. Brandon Kyle Jeter Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School, Florida, Astronomy 

Nominating Scholar: Riley William Walsh  

 

Janan Wehbeh Verona High School, New Jersey, Chemistry 

Nominating Scholar: Isabella Lambert  

 

Ms. Karly Suzanne Keen Smith County High School, Tennessee, Agriculture 

Nominating Scholar: Gabriel Kemp Harville  

 



Mr. Tyson Kikugawa Mililani High School, Hawaii, Physics 

Nominating Scholar: Leesa C. Takara  

 

Ms. Liz Kilduff Wheeler School, Rhode Island, Visual Arts 

Nominating Scholar: Evelyn Zhang  

 

Ms. Julie Kirkpatrick Cedar Falls High School, Iowa, Computer Science 

Nominating Scholar: Cedric Liu  

 

Ms. Maya Kohn Orange County High School of the Arts, California, AP Psychology and AP US History 

Nominating Scholar: Ariana Kim  

 

Mr. Joseph Kraus Portsmouth High School, New Hampshire, English 

Nominating Scholar: Charles J. Anderson  

 

Ms. Susan Lagrone John Carroll High School, Alabama, Chemistry 

Nominating Scholar: William Peng  

 

Ms. Eun Jae Lee St. John's School, Guam, Mathematics 

Nominating Scholar: Kevin Choi  

 

Ms. Kate Lennon Rogers Heritage High School, Arkansas, Advanced Sciences 

Nominating Scholar: Aubrey Scherer  

 

Ms. Stacy Lesmeister Cedarburg Senior High School, Wisconsin, Math/Computer Science 

Nominating Scholar: Joshua T. Masslich  

 

Mr. Joseph Lin Julliard College, New York, Violin 

Nominating Scholar: Reese Wang  

 

Mr. Scott Linder Columbus Academy, Ohio, Mathematics 

Nominating Scholar: Audrey Lu  

 

William Berghoff Williston Northampton School, Massachusetts, Chemistry 

Nominating Scholar: Alyssa Matricciani  

 

Ms. Vinita Lobo Archmere Academy, Delaware, Mathematics 

Nominating Scholar: Luke Christian Merritt  

 

Mr. Allan Lubben Brookfield East High School, Wisconsin, Latin 

Nominating Scholar: Shilpa Kumar  

 



Mr. Jonathan Lundgreen Tooele High School, Utah, Psychology, Debate, and Cross Country 

Nominating Scholar: Jacob Glen Jenkins  

 

Mr. Todd Madison East High School, Colorado, English 

Nominating Scholar: Lila Rebecca Cypers  

 

Mr. Robert Maier Tabor Academy, Massachusetts, Modern World History 

Nominating Scholar: Yanbo Qiu  

 

Ms. Hilary Malspeis Westridge School For Girls, California, Latin 

Nominating Scholar: Jordan Elise Boskovich  

 

Mr. Travis Martin Columbia-Rock Bridge Senior High School, Missouri, Mathematics 

Nominating Scholar: Theo Wen Volz  

 

Mr. Brian Mason Greely High School, Maine, Physics 

Nominating Scholar: Christopher P Gilbert  

 

Mr. Dayle Massey Cascade High School, Washington, Calculus I and II, Physics, and Astronomy 

Nominating Scholar: Caroline Elizabeth Menna  

 

Mr. Andrew Matheny David Douglas High School, Oregon, Mathematics 

Nominating Scholar: Samruddha Preuitt  

 

Ms. Cara Mathers William M Davies Jr, Rhode Island, English 

Nominating Scholar: Haadiyah Omorinsola Abike Folarin  

 

Jessica McCarty Ramona High School, California, Theatre 

Nominating Scholar: Kayla Rae McCarty  

 

Mr. Brice McCasland Lovejoy High School, Texas, Art 

Nominating Scholars: Caroline Bliss Matthews and Veronica Ye 

 

Mr. Christopher Merck Davis County High School, Iowa, Mathematics and Science 

Nominating Scholar: Abigail Catherine Warning  

 

Ms. Sarah Merli Myrtle Beach High School, South Carolina, Honors and AP United States History  

Nominating Scholar: Fabian Lala  

 

Mr. Isaac Miller Sidwell Friends School, District Of Columbia, Chemistry 

Nominating Scholar: Luc Beck  

 



Mr. James Miller Clark High School, Nevada, Science 

Nominating Scholar: Roxy D. Jones  

 

Mr. Matthew Wayne Milligan Farragut High School, Tennessee, Physics 

Nominating Scholar: Alisa Bryantseva  

 

Ms. Sally Mitchell Rye High School, New York, Chemistry 

Nominating Scholar: Andrew Chun  

 

Mr. Andrew Moore New Albany High School, Ohio, Technology 

Nominating Scholar: Rohan E. Bala  

 

James Moran Windward School, California, Theater teacher and director 

Nominating Scholar: Crystin Charnelle Herring  

 

Ms. Amy Muller Blessed Trinity Catholic High School, Georgia, AP Calculus BC & AP Pre-Calculus  

Nominating Scholar: Creighton Matthew Hudkins  

 

Ms. Melanie Mundell Newark Charter School, Delaware, Biotechnology 

Nominating Scholar: Isha Prasad Kanchana  

 

Mr. Mark Naigles Mathematics 

Nominating Scholar: Eli Max Gold  

 

Ms. Alana Nelson East Providence Senior High School, Rhode Island, Chemistry 

Nominating Scholar: Ty Carson Messier  

 

Ms. Jennifer O'Keefe Geology and Palynology 

Nominating Scholar: Palmer M. Schmidt  

 

Mr. Tyler Olson Stevens High School, South Dakota, Biology 

Nominating Scholar: Bryn E. Marietta  

 

Ms. Kaylie O'Reilly Martin County High School, Florida, Visual Arts 

Nominating Scholar: Joline Mei Lee  

 

Mr. Luis Ortiz Robinson School, Puerto Rico, Mathematics 

Nominating Scholar: Anna Cristina Sgroi Morillo  

 

Ms. Jeana Parker Alma High School, Arkansas, Engineering/Science 

Nominating Scholar: Xavier Christopher Herzig  

 



Ms. Brittany Leigh Parson Corvallis High School, Montana, English 

Nominating Scholar: Morgan R. Bisel  

 

Mr. Arthur Pellerin Essex High School, Vermont, Mathematics 

Nominating Scholar: Nora C. Austin  

 

Ms. Naceli Pérez Saint John's Schoool, Puerto Rico, US History and US Government and Politics 

Nominating Scholar: Nicolás Antonio Unanue  

 

Mr. Itzhak Perlman The Juilliard School, New York, Violin professor and mentor during my four summers 

at the Perlman Music Program. 

Nominating Scholar: Jinan Laurentia Woo  

 

Ms. Erin Pitney International School of Beaverton, Oregon, Math 

Nominating Scholar: Jenell Athena Theobald  

 

Ms. Dee Dee Pitts Gulfport High School, Mississippi, Music Education 

Nominating Scholar: Jackson Alexander Pearce  

 

Ms. Courtney Polak Raymond Central Jr-Sr High School, Nebraska, Social Sciences 

Nominating Scholar: Sarah Lange  

 

Ms. Ashley Elliot Posey The McCallie School, Tennessee, Biology 

Nominating Scholar: Nishanth R Basava  

 

Ms. Shannon Powell Santa Maria High School, California, Agriculture Science 

Nominating Scholar: Kayce Van Horn  

 

Amy Protos James Clemens High School, Alabama, Mathematics 

Nominating Scholar: Urvi R. Mysore  

 

Ms. Brea Pruett Elkins High School, Arkansas, Business 

Nominating Scholar: Scarlet Moore Hudgins  

 

Ms. Rachel Pullen Highland Park High School, Texas, English Language Arts 

Nominating Scholar: Neelan Krishna  

 

Ms. Laura Ramos Fife Senior High School, Washington, Business/CTE 

Nominating Scholar: Irene Sun Lee  

 

Eric John Rettberg Illinois Mathematics and Science Academy, Illinois, English 

Nominating Scholar: Neev B. Patel  



 

Ms. Angela Jo Rhoads South Newton Jr-Sr High School, Indiana, Information Technology 

Nominating Scholar: Lucas Maciej Bogucki  

 

Mr. Robert Wade Rooker Discovery High School, Georgia, Junior ROTC 

Nominating Scholar: Duc Duy Vo  

 

Mr. Christopher Roser West Career and Technical Academy, Nevada, AP Calculus AB/BC  

Nominating Scholar: Joshua Park  

 

Ms. Megan Ryan West Brook Senior High School, Texas, English Literature 

Nominating Scholar: Crystal Yuxin Liu  

 

Ms. Nabila Santa-Cristo New World School of the Arts, Florida, Fine Arts 

Nominating Scholar: Naliyah J. Salahuddin  

 

Mr. Landen Schmeichel Legacy High School, ND, AP United States Government 

Nominating Scholar: Megan Elizabeth Mertz  

 

Ms. Elizabeth Schutt Edgemot High School, New York, English 

Nominating Scholar: Kento Luke Hong  

 

Mr. Peter Showler Canyon High School, California, Robotics 

Nominating Scholar: Jacob Scheff  

 

Ms. Kristin Shumway Cumberland Valley High School, Pennsylvania, Biology 

Nominating Scholar: Aarushi Dedhiya  

 

Mr. Michael Sinde Glenbrook South High School, Illinois, Engineering (PLTW) 

Nominating Scholar: Shuja Rishi Raina  

 

Ms. Valerie Smallbeck Bismarck High School, North Dakota, Biology 

Nominating Scholar: Ethan J. Thurn  

 

Ms. Amy Smith Shrine Catholic High School, Michigan, Mathematics 

Nominating Scholar: Alexandra Kate Paisley  

 

Ms. Elvira Stanescu Morgantown High School, West Virginia, Physics 

Nominating Scholar: Joyce Q. Hu  

 

Ms. Lindsay Steighorst Math 

Nominating Scholar: Lois Catherine Pippin  



 

Mr. Paul Street Laramie High School, Wyoming, Math 

Nominating Scholar: Padmalakshmi Ramesh  

 

Mr. Ethan Sullivan St. George's Independent School, Tennessee, Chemistry and Cybersecurity 

Nominating Scholar: Griffin Walls Davis  

 

Mr. David Wesley Swartzfager South Sumter High School, Florida, Agriculture 

Nominating Scholar: Rebecca Lynn Stephens  

 

Mr. James Taft Columbus High School, Montana, Mathematics 

Nominating Scholar: Payne Evan Brower  

 

Ms. Haifei Z Tanner Tanner Home School, Alaska, Mathematics, Physics, and Chemistry 

Nominating Scholar: Xinlan A. Tanner  

 

Mr. Kevin Taylor Kadena High School, AP Human Geography, World History, United States History 

Nominating Scholar: Baden Thomas Francis  

 

Cynthia Taylor Ursuline Academy, Massachusetts, Physics 

Nominating Scholar: Kendree Chen  

 

Ms. Jessica Thompson Russellville High School | Arkansas Tech Career Center, Arkansas, Medical 

Terminology, Legal and Ethical, Pharmacology, Phlebotomy, SkillsUSA Advisor 

Nominating Scholar: Nideaya E Fassler  

 

Mr. William Thompson The Woodlands College Park High School, Texas, Multivariable Calculus 

Nominating Scholar: Matthew Yu  

 

Ms. Melissa Thorne Corner Canyon High School, Utah, Choir 

Nominating Scholar: Blake Ryan Hullinger  

 

Ms. Kimberly Van Uden Jackson Preparatory School, Mississippi, Math 

Nominating Scholar: Nichols E. Katsaboulas  

 

Mr. Samuel Ulmschneider Maggie L. Walker Governor's School, Virginia, Government, Political 

Philosophy, and History 

Nominating Scholar: Brenden Dean Stremler  

 

Ms. Katherine Walker Booker T. Washington High School for the Performing & Visual Arts, Texas, Dance 

Nominating Scholar: Macie Grace Krause  

 



Mr. Brett Wasden Bell High School, Florida, Agricultural Science 

Nominating Scholar: Fisher T. Langford  

 

Mr. David Wilock Wilton High School, Connecticut, History 

Nominating Scholar: Courtney Elizabeth Allen  

 

Ms. Kirsten Winn Harmony Science Academy - Carrollton, Texas, English 

Nominating Scholar: Maya Maliakal  

 

Mr. Reid Wixson Southwest High School, Minnesota, Music 

Nominating Scholar: Reece Kyran Joshi  

 

Mr. Brian Wright Olympia High School, Washington, Chemistry and Materials Science 

Nominating Scholar: Kevin Shen  

 

Mr. Messai Yigletu BASIS Washington DC, DC, English 

Nominating Scholar: Xander Z. Sehgal  

 

Ms. Kristen Zeman Caesar Rodney High School, Delaware, Digital Design 

Nominating Scholar: Chuiyee Kong  

 

Ms. Julieta Zesiger Casady School, Oklahoma, Chemistry 

Nominating Scholar: Krish Kalpesh Patel  

 

Mr. Stephen Zins Portsmouth Abbey School, Rhode Island, Biology 

Nominating Scholar: Jennifer Shon  

 


