UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
OFFICE OF POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION

April 3, 2025

Dear Executive Directors of Nationally Recognized Accrediting Agencies,

Until further notice, the U.S. Department of Education (Department), Office of Postsecondary
Education (OPE) will be conducting focused reviews of petitions for renewal of recognition for
accrediting agencies due to be reviewed at and beyond the summer 2027 meeting of the National
Advisory Committee on Institutional Quality and Integrity (NACIQI). All agencies reviewed for
renewal of recognition prior to that meeting will have completed a full review of every element
of the Secretary’s Criteria for Recognition (Criteria) in accordance with the Higher Education
Act of 1965, as amended (HEA), codified at 20 USC § 1099b and in regulation at 34 CFR Part
602, effective July 1, 2020. These focused reviews will continue until such time as the HEA is
reauthorized and/or new regulations are promulgated.

The effort to undertake recognition reviews for all elements of the Criteria began following the
regulatory changes that were effective on July 1, 2020. These reviews resulted in a multitude of
compliance corrections and adjustments in various areas of the 105 compliance sections of the
Criteria that agencies complete when filing a petition within the e-Recognition system. Because
of this regulatory burden and your attention and efforts to-date, the Department will begin
placing an emphasis on areas of the Criteria that heavily impact quality education and training.
Under the focused review, all agencies will respond to 38 specific sections of the Criteria within
the e-Recognition system. The selected Criteria are included as an attachment. Accrediting
agencies will be required to provide an attestation that no changes have been made that would
impact compliance with the sections not chosen for the focused review. The Department staff
analyses will include a disclaimer that, although the review of the petitions for renewal of
recognition are thorough, they cannot be assumed all-inclusive.

As part of the focused review, the Department may ask agencies to respond to additional areas as
needed for that agency (e.g., seeking a waiver of ‘separate and independent’ requirements, a
request for an expansion of scope, etc.). In limited circumstances, if Department staff encounter
information during the review of a petition for renewal of recognition that impacts agency
compliance in an area of the Criteria that was not part of the focused review, agencies will be
notified and required to respond to any findings in those areas. The same would be true if a
compliance concern arises during other Department staff functions such as: receiving complaints
or third-party information or comments, observing agency functions, reviewing media reports,
etc. Agencies are reminded that they must maintain compliance with all of the Criteria at all
times and an agency can be required to demonstrate compliance with any particular regulatory
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requirement at any time in accordance with procedures described in 34 CFR § 602.33. Agencies
seeking initial recognition will continue to respond to and demonstrate compliance with all of the
Criteria that apply to the agency of its type (e.g., institutional, programmatic, Title IV
gatekeeper) and scope (e.g., distance education, correspondence courses, direct assessment,
preaccreditation, etc.).

Agencies will also still be required to provide all applicable supporting documentation in each
area of the petition that is required for the focused review such as a full cycle of review (a
sample self-study, site visit report, and decision letter). Department staff will also still conduct
observations and analysis activities as required by 34 CFR § 602.32(d) to include an observation
of agency decision-making meeting and a site visit, and a file review.

We believe that this approach will better focus Department staff and NACIQI on assessing the
effectiveness of agencies in ensuring quality education. Should you have any specific questions
regarding this letter, please feel free to contact Elizabeth Daggett, Director of the Accreditation
Group, via email at Elizabeth.Daggett@ed.gov. Thank you and we look forward to continuing to
work with you.

Sincerely,

James P. Bergeron
Acting Under Secretary

Enclosure



