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Likely Workforce Pell Grant Programs

• Examples of common types of programs:
o Health-Related Programs (Nursing Assistants/Aides; Phlebotomy Technicians; EMT Paramedics);
o Commercial Driver’s License & Vehicle Operation Programs;
o Career & Technical-Related Programs (Welding Technology/Welders; Automotive Mechanics; Fire 

Prevention/Fire Safety; Computer & Information Sciences);
o Child Care-Related Programs (Child Care Providers; Early Childhood Education Teachers).

• How many individual programs could qualify? Several hundred to a few thousand 
(though this is a difficult to number to estimate).
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Potential Workforce Pell Grant Programs Are 
Difficult to Identify Using Federal Data

• Programs that could receive Workforce Pell Grants are (generally) not captured in internal ED 
datasets because almost none of them currently receive Title IV aid.

• Colleges report some information on these programs (in IPEDS), but it is limited because it:
o Captures the wrong universe (includes programs b/t 1-7 weeks; excludes programs b/t 12-15 weeks);
o Is limited to for-credit programs only (little information on non-credit programs);
o Only contains information on completion counts (no information on enrollment, grad rates, etc.).

• Solution: triangulate between different data sources to provide the most accurate picture possible, 
while acknowledging limitations inherent with existing data.
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Using Federal Data to Count 
Potential Workforce Pell Grant Programs

• Federal data may overcount certain 
programs because it includes programs 
that are between 1-7 weeks in length.

• Federal data may undercount certain 
programs because it does not include 
programs between 12-15 weeks in length 
and does not include non-credit programs.

• Federal data also may overcount certain 
programs because we are unable to layer 
on the other WFP eligibility requirements.
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Source: Office of the Chief Economist using IPEDS 2023-24 Completers Data.
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Filling in the Gaps with State-Level Data
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• To help fill in the gaps, we turn to state-level datasets from California and Virginia.

• Advantages of state data:
o It more-precisely captures the correct universe of programs (8-15 weeks in length);
o Includes both credit- and non-credit programs;
o Sometimes includes tuition and graduation rates.

• Disadvantages of state data:
o More difficult to identify “programs”;
o No information on programs offered at the for-profit sector.



Types of For-Credit Cert. Programs in California
that are most likely to be eligible for Workforce Pell Grants.

6

Source: Bahr, P. & Columbus, R.  (preliminary).
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Source: Bahr, P. & Columbus, R.  (preliminary).

Types of Non-Credit Programs in California
that are most likely to be eligible for Workforce Pell Grants.



Types of Non-Credit Programs in Virginia
that are most likely to be eligible for Workforce Pell Grants.
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Source: Xu, D., Bird, K., Cooper, M., & Castleman, B. (2024).



Final Caveats

• Programs still must meet all other Workforce Pell Grant eligibility requirements; thus, program 
counts should be viewed as “upper bound” estimates when using only the credential-level and 
program-length criteria.

• The types of eligible programs will vary across states based on local labor market needs; what is 
common in CA and VA (and TX) may not be common in all other states.

• When Federal funding becomes available, the current composition of programs may change 
based on new entrants and programs that get created.

• State data provides little visibility into programs in the for-profit sectors.
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Summary
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• With those caveats in mind, ED expects the following programs to be among those 
that are most commonly be eligible for Workforce Pell Grants:  

o Health-Related Programs (Nursing Assistants/Aides; Phlebotomy Technicians; EMT Paramedics);
o Commercial Driver’s License & Vehicle Operation Programs;
o Career & Technical-Related Programs (Welding Technology/Welders; Automotive Mechanics; Fire 

Prevention/Fire Safety; Computer & Information Sciences);
o Child Care-Related Programs (Child Care Providers; Early Childhood Education Teachers).

• How many individual programs could qualify? Several hundred to a few thousand. 
This is difficult to quantify, and more will be created as Federal funding is available.
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