
To:  Accountability in Higher Education and Access through Demand-driven Workforce Pell 
(AHEAD) Committee 
 
From:  Eric Atchison and Magnus Noble, on behalf of students who are currently enrolled and 
receiving assistance from the Title IV, HEA programs 
 
Re:      Corrections to Variable Codebook  
 
Date: January 4, 2026 

 
 
Recommendation: 
 
We request the Department (1) correct the ‘earn_bnchmrk_npsas_wageb’ variable title 
referenced in the Program Performance Data Variable Codebook in the notes for 
‘mstr_obbb_fail_cip2_wageb’ - Binary indicator for the program fails the earnings test described 
in OBBB.  
 
We also request (2) the data sources referencing College Scorecard be reviewed and revised to 
reference IPEDS where appropriate since it is the origin of such information. 
 
Amended Language: 
 
(1) mstr_obbb_fail_cip2_wageb: Equal to 1 if the program fails the earnings test in OBBB, 
using md_earn_wne_p4 as program earnings and earn_bnchmrk_npsascip2_wageb as the 
earnings benchmark. Applies to all programs, regardless of credential level. 
 
(2) College Scorecard versus IPEDS as data sources: We recommend each of the below 
field sources be changed to IPEDS.  
 

 

 



 
 
Rationale: 
 
The variable referenced ‘earn_bnchmrk_npsas_wageb’ does not appear to exist in the data file 
‘ahead-session-2-program-performance-data-debt-earnings-and-earnings-test-metrics-112908’. 
 
The College Scorecard is a data product of the Office of Postsecondary Education not a federal 
statistical agency. IPEDS collects data through the National Center for Education Statistics and 
maintains definitions for these data. Referencing College Scorecard and not the origin of the 
data source, IPEDS, reduces transparency for students and the public as to how this 
information is collected and defined. 
 


