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About AAE

The U.S. Department of Education’s Assistance for Arts Education (AAE) 
Program is housed in the Office of Elementary and Secondary Education 
under the Office of Well-Rounded Education Programs.  

The AAE program is authorized under Title IV, part F, subpart 4 of the 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, as amended (ESEA). 

AAE Program Staff

Jennifer Todd, Director, OWRE
Simon Earle, Group Leader, AAE
Sharon Burton, Program Officer, AAE
Asheley McBride, Program Officer, AAE
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About AAE

The AAE program promotes arts education for students, including disadvantaged students and 
students who are children with disabilities. The AAE grant program funds activities such as:

(A) professional development for arts educators, teachers, and principals; 

(B) development and dissemination of accessible instructional materials and arts-based 
educational programming, including online resources, in multiple arts disciplines; and 

(C) community and national outreach activities that strengthen and expand partnerships among 
schools, local educational agencies (LEAs), communities, or centers for the arts, including 
national centers for the arts.
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AAE Grant Competition Overview
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Estimated Available Funding: $13,000,000

Estimated Range of Awards: $750,000-$1,000,000 per 
year 

Note: Applicants can request less than the estimated funding range. The amount 
requested should align with the project’s scope and size. 

Maximum Award: $1,000,000 per year Note: The Department will not make an award exceeding the maximum award 
amount.

Estimated Number of Awards: 3-4          

Project Period: Up to 60 months 

Note:  The Department is not bound by any estimates in this notice. The estimated range and average size of awards are based on a single 12-month budget 
period.  We may use FY 2025 funds to support multiple 12-month budget periods for one or more grantees. 



 Eligibility & 
    Requirements  
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AAE Program Eligibility  
To be considered for an award under this competition, an applicant must be one of the following:

(1) An LEA in which 20 percent or more of the students served by the local educational agency are from 
families with an income below the poverty line;*

(2)  A consortium of such LEAs; 

(3)  An SEA; 

(4)  An IHE; 

(5)  A museum or cultural institution; 

(6)  The Bureau of Indian Education;   

(7)  An eligible national nonprofit organization; or

(8)  Another private agency, institution, or organization.

*An LEA must show that at least 20 percent of children ages five to 17 that reside within the LEA’s boundaries are from low-income families 
based on the most recent LEA poverty estimates provided by the U.S. Census Bureau.  The Census LEA poverty estimates are available 
at:  www.census.gov/programs-surveys/saipe.html.
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AAE Program Eligibility: Nonprofits  

Nonprofit organizations must demonstrate nonprofit status by providing the following documentation:

  

1) Proof that the Internal Revenue Service currently recognizes the applicant as an organization to which 
contributions are tax deductible under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code; 

2) A statement from a State taxing body or the State attorney general certifying that the organization is a 
nonprofit organization operating within the State and that no part of its net earnings may lawfully benefit any 
private shareholder or individual;

3) A certified copy of the applicant's certificate of incorporation or similar document if it clearly establishes the 
nonprofit status of the applicant; or 

4) Any item described above if that item applies to a State or national parent organization, together with a 
statement by the State or parent organization that the applicant is a local nonprofit affiliate.

Note:  A faith-based organization is eligible to apply for and receive a grant under this program on the same 
basis as any other private organization, consistent with Appendix A to 34 CFR part 75.
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AAE Application Requirement
Applicants that are LEAs must provide, in the application, data from the most recent U.S. 
Census as evidence that the LEA(s) meet the statutory requirement that 20 percent or 
more of the students served by the LEA (or for each LEA within a consortium of LEAs) are 
from families with an income below the Federal poverty line.

Note:  Other applicants that are eligible under the definition of an LEA, such as County Offices of 
Education, Education Service Districts, and Regional Service Education Agencies, must provide the 
most recent U.S. Census data for each of the individual LEAs served.  For charter schools for which 
U.S. Census data is not available, eligibility will be based on a determination by the State 
educational agency (SEA), consistent with the manner in which the SEA determines the charter 
school LEA’s eligibility for the Title I allocations, that 20 percent of the students aged 5-17 in the LEA 
are from families with incomes below the poverty line.  Applicants must submit documentation from 
the State certifying official verifying that the SEA has determined this eligibility requirement is met for 
each LEA not listed in the Small Area Income Poverty Estimates (SAIPE) data. The Census LEA 
poverty estimates are available at:  www.census.gov/programs-surveys/saipe.html.
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AAE Program Requirements 
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1. Promote arts education for students, including disadvantaged students and students who are children with disabilities.  In meeting this 
requirement, projects may implement activities such as:

Professional development for arts educators, teachers, and principals.

Development and dissemination of accessible instructional materials and arts-based educational programming, including online 
resources, in multiple arts disciplines.

Community and national outreach activities that strengthen and expand partnerships among schools, LEAs, communities, or centers for 
the arts, including national centers for the arts.

2. Coordinate, to the extent practicable, with appropriate activities of public or private cultural agencies, institutions, and organizations, 
including museums, arts education associations, libraries, and theaters. 

Projects funded under this program must---



AAE Performance Measures 
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1. The total number of students who participate in arts education provided directly by the grantee’s project;  

2. The number of AAE participants (arts educators, teachers, principals, and other support staff) who receive at least 10 hours of 
direct professional development provided by the grantee; 

3. The number of accessible, arts-based instructional materials that are developed and disseminated by the grantee; 

4. The total number of students from low-income families who participate in arts-education provided directly by the grantee’s project; 
and

5. The total number of students with disabilities who participate in arts-education provided directly by the grantee’s project.

The Department has established the following performance measures for the AAE program under 34 CFR 
75.100:



 Program Priorities 
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Program Priorities

For FY 2025, the AAE program has two priorities. One competitive priority and one invitational priority. 

Competitive Priority 1--Eligible National Nonprofit Organization (0 or 15 points)

Under this priority, the Secretary gives priority to eligible entities that are eligible national nonprofit 
organizations.  The term “eligible national nonprofit organization” means an organization of national 
scope that—

 (a)  Is supported by staff, which may include volunteers, or affiliates at the State and local 
levels; and

 (b)  Demonstrates effectiveness or high-quality plans for addressing arts education activities 
for disadvantaged students or students who are children with disabilities.

Applicants should address how they meet this priority in the application. An applicant who meets this priority will be awarded 
15 additional points. If an applicant does not meet this priority, no additional points will be awarded. 
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Program Priorities

Invitational Priority— Patriotic Education 

The Department encourages projects that are designed to provide an introduction to and understanding of the 
founding documents and primary sources of the American political tradition, in a manner consistent with the principles 
of a patriotic education.  Projects may address one or more of the following topics:

 (a)  United States Constitution, government, and civics. 

 (b)  United States history and geography. 

 (c)  United States military and diplomatic history. 

 (d)  United States literature and rhetoric. 

 (e)  United States art, such as architecture, painting, music, photography, theater, cinema, and sculpture. 

 (f)  The founding documents and primary sources of Western Civilization and the American founding and 
their influence on the American political tradition.

 (g)  The influence of Western Europe upon the American political tradition.

We do not give an application that meets this invitational priority a competitive or absolute preference over other 
applications. 14



 Selection Criteria 

15



Selection Criteria- Project Design  

There are three selection criteria for this program. An applicant may earn up to a total of 100 
points based on the selection criteria. The points assigned to each criterion are indicated in the 
parentheses next to the criterion.

Quality of the project design (up to 35 points)

The Secretary considers the quality of the design of the proposed project.  In determining the 
quality of the design of the proposed project, the Secretary considers the following factors:

 (1)  The extent to which the goals, objectives, and outcomes to be achieved by the 
proposed project are clearly specified, measurable, and ambitious yet achievable within 
the project period, and aligned with the purposes of the grant program.  (up to 20 points)

 (2)  The quality of the logic model or other conceptual framework underlying the 
proposed project, including how inputs are related to outcomes.  (up to 15 points)
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Selection Criteria- Management Plan 

Quality of the management plan (up to 30 points)

The Secretary considers the quality of the management plan for the proposed project.  In determining 
the quality of the management plan for the proposed project, the Secretary considers:

 (1)  The extent to which the key personnel in the project, when hired, have the 
qualifications required for the proposed project, including formal training or work 
experience in fields related to the objectives of the project, and represent or have lived 
experiences of the target population.  (up to 10 points)

 (2)  The feasibility of the management plan to achieve project objectives and goals on 
time and within budget, including clearly defined responsibilities, timelines, and 
milestones for accomplishing project tasks.  (up to 10 points)

 (3)  The quality of the mechanisms the applicant will use to broadly disseminate 
information and resources on its project to support further development, adaptation, or 
replication by other entities to implement project components in additional settings or 
with other populations.  (up to 10 points)
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Selection Criteria- Adequacy of Resources 

Adequacy of Resources (up to 35 points)

The Secretary considers the adequacy of resources for the proposed project.  In determining the 
adequacy of resources for the proposed project, the Secretary considers the following factors:

 (1)  The extent to which the budget is adequate to support the proposed project and 
the costs are reasonable in relation to the objectives, design, and potential significance 
of the proposed project.  (up to 20 points)

 (2)  The extent to which the costs are reasonable in relation to the number of persons to 
be served, the depth and intensity of services, and the anticipated results and benefits.  
(up to 15 points)

18



 Application Process 
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Application Submission 

Apply by August 25, 2025, 11:59 pm ET.

Applications are due by 11:59 pm Eastern Time on August 25, 2025. The Department 
will not review applications received after the application due date and time. If you 
wait until the last minute, you may find that your application has errors that keep you 
from submitting it. Apply early! 
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Application Submission 

Get Registered!

To apply, you must first be registered in two systems: SAM.gov and Grants.gov. If you are already registered, 
make sure your registration is active and up to date.

Please note…SAM.gov registration can take several weeks to complete. It is strongly recommended to 
begin that process today.  See below for specific instructions.

SAM.gov

Applicants must have an active account with SAM.gov. 

This includes having a Unique Entity Identifier (EUI) 

number. You must have a EUI number to apply. 

To register, go to SAM.gov and click on “Get Started.”

Click on the Entity Registration Checklist for the 

information you will need to register in SAM.gov

If you need help, you can call 866-606-8220 or live 

chat with the Federal Service Desk 
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Grants.gov

You must also have an active account with grants.gov. 

To register go to grants.gov and click “Register.” When 

ready click on “GetRegisteredNow” and complete 

required fields.

For more information or assistance, click on “Applicant 

Registration Page.”

Please see the application package for additional 

details on the application submission process. 



Please be sure to review the full Notice Inviting 
Applications located in the Federal Register and the 

Application Package for additional information on 
application submission.

If you have additional questions about AAE, please 
contact the AAE program at 

assistanceforartseducation@ed.gov
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