UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
OFFICE OF ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION

February 5, 2024

The Honorable Jill Underly

State Superintendent of Public Instruction
Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction
PO Box 7841

Madison, W1 53707-7841

Dear State Superintendent Underly:

I am writing in response to Wisconsin’s November 8, 2023, request to the U.S. Department of
Education (Department) to amend its American Rescue Plan Elementary and Secondary School
Emergency Relief — Homeless Children and Youth (ARP-HCY) State plan. Prior to
implementing any revisions to its approved ARP-HCY State plan, a State must submit its
proposed amendment to the Department for review and approval.

I have determined that the amendment request meets the requirements of the McKinney-Vento
Act and ARP-HCY:; accordingly, I am approving Wisconsin’s amended State plan. A summary
of Wisconsin’s amendment is below. This letter, as well as Wisconsin’s revised ARP-HCY State
plan, will be posted on the Department’s website. Any further requests to amend ARP-HCY’s
State plan must be submitted to the Department for review and approval.

e ARP-Homeless Il State Set-Aside Funds
Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction (WI DPI) revised its plan to no longer
contract with Cooperative Educational Services Agencies. Instead, W1 DPI will fund
positions through a collaborative contract with Wisconsin’s Child Abuse and Neglect
Prevention Board and provide funding to Family Resource Centers to provide Homeless
Resource Navigators to assist LEAs in providing wraparound and case management
services to students and families experiencing homelessness. Under the new contract, WI
DPI1 will collect and analyze data on indicators of students experiencing homelessness.

Please be aware that approval of this amendment is not a determination that all the information
and data included in the amended State plan comply with Federal civil rights requirements,
including Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Education Amendments of
1972, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title Il of the Americans with Disabilities
Act, and requirements under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. It is Wisconsin’s
responsibility to comply with these civil rights requirements.

The Department is committed to partnering with Wisconsin so that your ARP-HCY funds are
quickly put to work to ensure children and youth experiencing homelessness are expeditiously
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identified and connected to services. Thoughtful, evidence-based, and timely use of ARP-HCY
funds before the September 30, 2024, deadline for obligating these funds will have a lasting
impact on our Nation’s schools and help address the inequities in resources, services, and
opportunities available to students experiencing homelessness.

Thank you for the work the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction has invested in its ARP-
HCY State plan. If you need any assistance regarding its implementation, please contact the
Office of School Support and Accountability at: HomelessED @ed.gov.

Sincerely,

/S/

Adam Schott

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and Programs
Delegated the Authority to Perform the

Functions and Duties of the Assistant Secretary
Office of Elementary and Secondary Education

CcC: Kristine Nadolski, State Coordinator for Homeless Education


mailto:HomelessED@ed.gov

