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Draft Statement of Some Key Features of 
Energy Efficient, Cost Effective, Healthy and Environmentally Sustainable Schools

The U.S. Department of Education envisions schools nationwide striving toward Green Ribbon School goals in three major areas: 1) Environmental Impact and Energy Efficiency; 2) Healthy School Environments; and 3) Environmental Sustainability Education.
Throughout these three areas, schools may wish to consider community-driven sustainability in the areas of: 1) student, parent, teacher and community involvement and leadership; 2) cost effectiveness of efforts; and 3) ongoing, high-quality professional development supporting these efforts.

Schools will also be well-served to consult with pertinent state health and environmental authorities as they move toward energy, cost, health and environmentally sustainable learning spaces and education to ensure that they meet state health and environmental requirements.

I. Environmental Impact and Energy Efficiency
Through Green Ribbon Schools, the Department of Education will recognize schools that take exemplary steps toward achieving energy efficiencies and other sustainability measures, as studies show these reduce operational costs for schools.  The following are some examples of steps toward energy efficient and sustainable facilities:
· Emissions inventory and reduction plan, potentially including renewable energy and conservation upgrades;

· Improved water quality, efficiency, and conservation; 

· Reduced solid waste production, through increased recycling, reduced consumption, and improved management, reduction, or elimination of hazardous waste streams; and 

· Expanded use of alternative transportation to, during and from school, through active promotion of existing locally-available options and implementation of enabling projects and policies.
II. Healthy School Environments

Through Green Ribbon Schools, the Department of Education will recognize schools that take exemplary steps toward enhancing general environmental health and student wellness in schools, as these improve student and staff productivity.  The following are some examples of steps toward effectively healthier schools:

· An integrated school environmental health program based on an operations and facility-wide environmental management system that considers student and staff health and safety in all practices related to design, construction, renovation, operations, and maintenance of schools;
· High nutrition, fitness, and outdoor recreation time for both students and staff.
III. Environmental and Sustainability Education
Through Green Ribbon Schools, The Department of Education will recognize schools that take exemplary steps toward producing environmentally literate graduates through an integrated, standards-driven approach that bolsters academic achievement.  The following are some examples of steps toward effective sustainability education:
· Project-based, place-based, and interdisciplinary learning about the key relationships between dynamic environmental and human systems;

· The development of community and civic engagement skills applied to real world  sustainability and environmental problem solving, including the development of community sustainability partnerships with other schools and entities;  

· Use of environment and/or sustainability as an integrating theme to develop 21st century green workforce preparedness skills; and 

· Alignment of sustainability/environmental education across existing state education standards, including the common core.

Please note: The U.S. Department of Education Green Ribbon Schools criteria are currently under development.  Further information and applications for schools will be released in fall 2011. To submit general written comments on Green Ribbon Schools, e-mail � HYPERLINK "mailto:Green.Ribbon.Schools@ed.gov" ��Green.Ribbon.Schools@ed.gov� or visit the U.S. Department of Education Green Ribbon Schools � HYPERLINK "https://www.facebook.com/?q=" \l "/EDGreenRibbonSchools?ref=ts" ��Facebook page�.


This page is designed to provide a draft of some of the key features that the Department will take into account in providing a non-monetary recognition award to schools for exemplary efforts in making strides toward energy, cost, health and environmentally sustainable learning spaces and education.  It is offered as an interim resource for states, districts, schools, teachers, parents and students who are excited about Green Ribbon Schools, even in its early stages. The U.S. Department of Education has not yet defined the precise criteria for its Green Ribbon Schools and does not guarantee that schools taking these steps will be awarded the Green Ribbon.











The US Department of Education Green Ribbon Schools Program is a federal program and should not be confused with any green schools program conducted by individual states.


